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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, JOHN A. DAVIS, a cifi-

zen of the United Stfttes residing at Buffalo,

in the county of Dallas emd_ St‘lte of Mlssourl
have invented a new and useful Flood-Fenee,,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in

- flood-fences which are adapted for use in a
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stream, on the side banks thereof, or on the
1011nd its objects being to pmwde a fence
tha,t 18 durable, cheap, 51mple, and effective.
To these ends my invention consists in cer-
tain features of novelty to be hereinafter de-
scribed, and then pointed out in the claims.
In the accompanying drawings, Iigure 1 is
a perspective view showing two Sills joined
at an angle. Fig. 21s an enlarged detaill face
view of one of the pickets and its supporting-
posts, and Fig. 3 is & sule view thereof on the
same scale.
1 1 are the siils, mhleh in Iig. 1 are shown

~as joined at an obtuse angle at 2, said sills
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cheek-piece shown in Fig. 3

resting in the bottom of the stream, on the
banks thereof, or on the ground. In use the
angle 2 would be plesented toward the cur-
1ent of the stream.

The sills are provided with a series of open-
ings or sockets 3, which receive the tenons 4
of the short vertical posts 5, said sockets be-
ing preferably arranged at equal distances
apart. The tenonsof the postsare set on one
side of the lower ends of the posts, so as to
provide shoulders 6. Theposts are made flat,
and pivoted thereto on each side by means of
pins or bolts 7 are cheek-pieces 3, between
which at their upper ends are fixed the pick-
ets 9, parallel therewith. The posts are made
wider than the cheek-pieces and the pickets
to provide for a series of transverse perfora-
tions 10, which receive one or more break-pins
11, extending beyond the sides of the post
and preventing the pickets from falling over
under ordinary circumstances at that side of
the post, whereas the pickets are prevented

from falling over on the opposite sides of the |
post by bevehnﬂ‘ or inclining the lower ends

of the pickets, as shown at 12, Kig. 3, the tops
of the posts being correspondingly beveled or
inclined at 14. T'o show the meeting beveled
ends of the posts and pmkets %’LpOlthIl of the

When in use, the shoulders 6 of the posts
5 will be presented away from the current,as
will also the break-pins, so that the pressure
of the drift-wood when brought to bear on the
pickets will depress them after breaking pins
11 and turn them over on their pivots, pér-
mitting the drift-wood to pass without dam-
age to the fence. If desired, a single sill may
rest in the bottom of the stream and extend
across it. When the sill extends directly

‘across the stream, the posts are placed in posi-

tion so as to extend acrossthe sillsat right an-
gles thereto, whereas when the sills are set as
shown in Fig. 1 the posts stand bias thereof.
The pickets may have wire nails 15 driven
therein, as shown in FKig. 3,to act as barbs to
keep stock fromn pushing against them.
The sills may be of sawed timber or ordi-

nary rough logs, or the logs may be split in

two with the flat sides down and resting on
the bottom of the stream or on the ground
wherever used. The cheek-pieces § may be
made of a common flat fence-picket sawed In
two. The pickets 9 may be the ordinary flat
fence-picket, and the lower end thereof, in-
stead of being beveled, may be concaved, as
is apparent. The sills provide an anchorage
for the fence at the bottom of a stream.

A flood -fence constructed as above de-
seribed will resist the streain less than any

other flood-fence of which I am aware, and
will at- the same time withstand ordinary .

pressure. EKach picket, 1t will be observed,is
independent of the other,so that all things
striking with any force will pass without dam-
age. Any person can construct the above-de-
seribed fence who can use an ax and a saw.

Having thus deser 1bed my invention, what
I claim is—

1. In a flood-fence, the combination of &
supporting -sill, posts thereon, independent
pickets pivoted to said posts, and a break-pin
sustaining each -picket normally in upright
position, substantmllv as and for the purpose
set forth.

2, In a flood -fence, the combination of a
supporting-sill, posts thereon having tenons
at one side ﬁtting in sockets in the Sill, said
posts also havingin rear of said tenons shoul-
ders resting on the sill, independent pickets

18 broken away. | pivotally connected to said posts forward of
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the shoulders, and break-pins through the
posts beliind the pickets,substantially as de-
scribed.

o. In a flood-fenee, the combination of a
sill, posts supported by the sill, cheek-pieces
pivoted at each side of the posts, said posts
being wider than said cheek-picees and being
provided with a series of perforations in rear
thereof, one or more break-pins in said per-
forations, and independent pickets fixed be-
tween said cheek-pieces,substantially as and
for the purpose set forth. |

4, In a flood-fence, the combination of a |
~s1ll, posts provided with tenons seated in soclk-

ets in said sill, eheek-pieces pivoted at each
side of said posts, said posts being of greater
width than said cheek-pieces and being pro-

vided with perforations in rear thereof, breal-

pins inserted in said perforations, and inde-

pendent pickets fixed between said check- ;
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pteces, the lower ends of sald pickets and the
upper ends of said posts being correspond-
1mgly beveled, substantially as and for the
purpose set forth. o

5. In a flood-fence, the combination, with a
supporting-sill and independent pickets pro-
jecting therefrom at intervals, of breakable
pins for retaining said pickets in vertical po-
sition in an ordinary current, but permitting
them to move in and Dby the foreec of a swift
current, substantially as hereinbefore de-
scribed. |

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my own I have hereto aflixed my signature in-

presence of fwo witnesses.
JOIIN A, DAVIS.
Witnesses:

J. W, DURINGTON,
JOUN 17, Dopp.
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