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Be it known that we, GEORGE K. BLAINE
and PHILIP T. SOUTH, citizens of the United
States, residing at Waynesville, Warren
county, Ohio, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in a Combined Fence and
Tree-Protector, of which the following is a
speclfication. o |

Our invention relates to improvements in
fences combining a tree guard or protector
for growing trees; and the object of our im-
provement is to provide a neat, cheap, dura-
ble fence and tree-protector. We attain these
objects by the meenanism illustrated in the
acecompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 1s a front view of our invention,
Fig. 218
a section of a panel, showing tree guard or
protector about tree. Ifig. 3 isa top sectional
view of fence-section and tree-guard. IFig. 4
is a top view of pickets secured to strap.

Similarletters refertosimilarpartsthrough-
out the several views.

Our device is so simple in construction that
an elaborate description seems unnecessary.

We use ordinary fence-posts A A’, perfo-

rated metallic straps B B/, braces b 0’, pickets

C, and guards D D’. The straps B B’ are se-
cured tothe posts A A" bynailing. The braces
b b’ are made fast at the lower ends to a picket
C by clinch-nails, their top ends being secured
to the posts by nailing. Thus a perfect brace
is secured. Pickets C may be made fast to
the straps and braces at any desired distance
apart by means of wire or clinch nails. We
use hoop-iron or other metailic strip with per-
forations therein. The tree guard or protec-
tor D D’ is made from a piece of a panel of
our fence secured to the fence-panel wherever
desired or required as a protector for grow-
ing trees, as will be seen by reference to Fig.
2 of the drawings. |

In the construction of woven-wire picket
fences, or picket fences made with metallic

straps, it is well known that the great objec-

tion to their use is due to the fact that the
pickets rest upon the ground, thereby soon

rotting off, or that the panels soon sagin the |

| center and become so loose and slack that

hogs will raise them up and crawl under the
fence, or the panels will sway to and fro so
constantly from the action of the wind that
the fastenings will be drawn from the posts
and the fences fall to the ground. DMost wire
or strap fences, being anchored or braced only
at opposite ends of long strings of fence, if a
brace is removed or a strand of wire breaks
anywhere in the line all the panels and pieck-
ets get loose; but with our device each panel
of fence is braced between the posts. The
straps and braces both being secured to the
posts, each panel is thereby rendered inde-
pendent of every other one.
our fence it is not necessary to use or prepare
any particular kind or size of picket. We
can take up anold rail fence and utilize nearly
the whole of it in our fence as readily as a
new piece of picket lumber. Therefore the
cost of construction makes it cheaper than
any other kind. The pickets being raised
from the ground and held up off the ground
by means of the braces, recommends our fernce
to the farmer, because he can cut the weeds,
which usually growabout fences, readily from
either side, as the seythe will pass under the
fence-panel.

We are aware that perforated iron or me-
tallic straps are not anew thing, therefore we

“do not broadly claim this; but

What we do claim, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 1s—

In a picket fence and free-protector, the
combination, with the posts A A’, of two or
more perforated metal straps B B, made fast
to the posts, brace straps b b, secured to the

center of the lower strap B’ and a picket C,

and also to the posts A A’, pickets C, secured
to straps and braces, and the guard D D’,
made fast to the straps and pickets C, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose set forth.

GEORGE E. BLAINE.
PHILIP T. SOUTI.
Attest:
C. D. WOOLLEY,
J. A. WOOLLEY.
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