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To all whonv it may corncern:

Be 1t known that we, JOEN A.SPARKS and

- WALTER S. BROWN, citizens of the United
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~ the spool will not shift longitudinally or lat- !

- of the device.
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~which is wound thereon.

falling out of the open bearing,

States, residing at Emmence in thecounty of

- IIenw and State of Ixentucky have invented

a new and useful Tension Device, of which
the following is a specification.

Our mventwn relates to a tension device |

for use in building picket fences, having for
1ts object the provision of such means as that

erally when in use; and it consists in certain

features of novelty to be her emrtftel described

and claimed. -
~In the accompan} ing dla,wmn*s IFigurel is
a perspective view, and Fig. 2 is an end view,

I‘w 318 2 view of one end of
the spool. |

1 represents a suitable base, which is se-

cured to an upright, as usual, and 2 2* are lugs:

at ea,ch side thereof.

3 18 an opening in the base, thlounh which
passes the line-wire of the fencmn* tlmt 1S be-
ing consiructed.

1 18 a spool, to which is secured the wire
One end of the
spool has a circularaxial journal 5,that works
in a circular holeinthelug 2*. Theother end
of the spool has an axial projection, squared
at 6, to receive a crank and formed in an en-
larged joumal 7, which journal works in an
open bearing S of the Ing 2., Formed with the

- spool at the same end and at the base of jour-

nal 7 is a ratchet-disk 9,said spool having its

disk fitting snugly aﬂ*amst the lug 2, so that.

there will be no _endmse dlsplaeement If
there were no provision to prevent the spool
‘such as that
now to be referred to, the devwe would be in-

Sueh means consist of a pivoted |

| detent or pawl 10, having a hooked portion 11,
extending over the ratchet-disk 9 and span-

ning the open bearing 8 and provided at its
end with the tooth 12, havingan inclined por-
tion 13, that engages with the inclined por-
tions of the teeth of said ratchet-disk. The
pawl is held in engagement with the ratchet-
wheel by a spring 14,

The detent, whlle itacts to prevent the turn-

ing of the %pool in the wrong direction, also

p‘revents the spool from falling out by reason

of the open bearing, and in this respect con-

stitutes the main feature of the invention.

What we claim is— |

In a tension device, the combination of a
base-plate provided mthluns one of said lugs
having a circular bearing and the other hav-
ing a vertically-arran fred open bearing;a spool
having axial ;]ouma,ls one of which 1S re-
cei’ved by the circular bearing, the other Dbe-

1ng in the form of a umulm enlargement

journaled in the open bearing a;latcllet-dlsk
on the spool bearing against the inner side of
one of the lugs around the open bearing, and a
detent extending outward over the teeth of
the ratchet-disk and arranged adjacent to and
spanuning the open bearing at the inner side

“thereof and having a tooth to engage the
teeth of the ratchet-disk, said detent being

arranged to retain the spool in the bearings
when the tension on the wire is slackened,
substantially as set forth.
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In testimony that we claim the foregoing as

ourown we have hereto affixed our swnatm es

111 p1esenee of two witnesses.

JOHN A. SPARKS
WALTER S. BROWN.

- Witnesses:
J..T. IIACKETT,
H. P. CRAWFORD.
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