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(Ho model,)

To all whom It may concermn: -

Beitknown thatI, JOEN S. DAGGETT, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing in Brook-
lyn,in the county of Kings and State of New
York, have invented a new and useful Trunk,

of which the following is a specification.

The object of my invention is to provide a
trunk or packing-box which.shall possess
agreat strength, large capacity for size, light-
ness, and portability, which shall be of very
simple construction and cheap, and which can
be packed and shipped in pieces, so as to oc-
cupy very little space. I obtainthese objects
by the construection shown in the drawings,
In which— |

figures 1, 2, 8, and 4 show different parts
of a trunk detached. Fig.5 shows the de-
tached parts approximately in the position
they will occupy when put together,illustrat-
ing the way in which this is to be done; and
FKig. 6 shows a completed trunk.

Essentially my trunk consists of tw
one a frame or skelefon of metal and a body
or lining of some cheap light material, which
need not have sufficient strength of 1tself, but
which will serve all the purposes required
when it is supported and protected by the
metal frame. |

For the sake of simplicity and cheapness
of manufacture, it is desirable to have as few
shapes. or patterns of metal as is consistent
with their being of such a kind as Wlll pack
conveniently.

- The frame can be made of any nietal suit-
able for such work, as of iron, steel, or even
of lead or zinc.

In Fig. 1, A is one of the end pleces of the
body of the trunk. These are exactly alike,
and consist, essentially, of a rectangular

frame hzwmfr three of its edges bent up into.

a flange. This frame can 'b_e strengthened
by a cross-piece or rib. (Shown at ¢ in Kig.

1.) It can be made by bending the edges up
and riveting the overlapping corners of the
flanges together, or it can be made of a sheet
or plate of metal by swaging or drawing and
the parts of the metal not wanted can be cut
out at the same operation.

BinTig. 2 showsthe form of oneof the other

I

cated.

| patterns used in the construction of the frame,

being an angular or L-shaped strip of metal.
1 use four of these in the construction of
the trunk—two in the top or cover and two in
the bottom. Thosein the bottom are inserted
in the lower angles formed by the flanges of
the end pieces, where they can be secmed by
riveting. - This in very small boxes would be
all that would be absolutely necessary to the
frame of the bottom or body of the trunk;butl
intend in most instances to use a third piece or
pattern C, (shown in Fig. 3,) being a simple
strip ot rib of metal hELVlI]g a (3011110‘&,131011
through its.center to strengthen it. One of
these can haveits ends mselted in the flanges

of the end pieces at about half their heln'ht

at the back and another at the front, and it

is to be secured by rivets, as were the p&ttel ns
1 B.

More than one of ihese ribs or strips can
be used in the sides and others may connect
the end pieces at the top_and bottom of the
trunk. 7The end pieces of the cover are also
made of one piece and areexactlyalike. They
are shown at D in FFig. 4, and consist of angu-
lar strips like those of Flb 2, except that 1n
a trunk of common shape they would be
shorter, and they have their ends closed, as
shown in the figure. Theirlength is shﬂhtly
longer than the unflanged 81(16 of the end
pieces of the body, so 1ha,t the upper end
pieces can shut down over the edge of the
lower. The flangesorsides of these end pleces
should also be a little broader than those of
the end pleces of the body of the trunk.
These end pieces of Fig. 4 are connected to-
gether by two of the mwulm strips of Ifig. 2
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in the same way as the end pieces of the body |

of the trunk; butasthe cover must be.a little
Jarger than the body I make the flanges of
the end pieces broader than those of the end
pieces of Tig. 1. The angular strips might
be made a little longer than those of the body
of the trunk; but as it is desirable to avold &
multiplicity of patterns I prefer to obtain the
increase of size in the cover in the way indi-
The cover can also be strengthened
by one of the ribs shown in Fig. 8, as indi-
cated in Ifig. o.

It will be seen that 1 have thus designed
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the skeleton or frame of 4 trunk consisting
of pleees ol three or at most four patierns
only. Dy reason of the simplicity of this de-
sign these pieces can be manufactured with
areat cheapness and packed and shipped in
small ecompass, and ean be put together, when
desired, by any mechanic.

To cmnplete the trunk or box, as before sug-
gested, any light material can be used, ﬂeh
as various forms of prepared paper now in
the marlket, leather-board, vuleanized fiber,
leather, thin sheets of wood, or any material
suitable to the purposes for which the trunk
18 intended. The material chosen is cut into
sheetsof sizeandshapeproper toformtheends,
sides, top, and bottom of the trunk, and these
sheets can then be inserted in and riveted to
theframe. Thecoverissecured tothebody of
the trunk by strap-hinges, and handles can
be placed on the ends and a loek and catcehes
1n front in any ordinary way. The cover be-
Ing shightly larger than the body, as before
shown, shuts down over the sides and ends
and the top or “Dboot” section of the trunk,
which 1s onc of the weakest parts of the com-
mon traveling-trunk, is omitted. There will
be no side strains upon the cover, and there-
fore 1t will be practicable to secure the hinges
and lock direetly to thesides, which otherwise
might not be strong enough to hold them.
The handles ean be sceured to the cross-pieces
. T'he corrugations in the DLraces can be

{illed in with picees of wood or other material,
which will add something to their strength.
I am aware that it is not new to guard and
protect cornersand edges of wooden and other
trunks with metal,and also that metal frames
have been used inside of leather trunks to
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stitfen them and give them shape; but in none
ol these cases, so far as I know, has a [rame
been composed of but three metallic forms or
patterns only, so desighed as to beshipped 1n
a separated condition, oceupying but little
space, and when puat together forming a frame
to secure together the separate pieces form-
ing the proper sides, ends, top, and bottom of

the trunk, but also guarding and protecting

1ts corners and edges, so that all of those parts
can be shipped in a flat econdition and easily
put together by the retailer, and lost or broken
parts replaced from a small stock of patterns.
These results are produced by the design of
the patterns,and theinventionis notdeparted
from by the addition of any number of
strengthening-pieces, such as the strips C. I
do not therefore claim, broadly, a trunk-frame
of metal combining with a lining to form a
trunk, but

What I do claim is—

A trunk having its sides, ends, top, and bot-
tom held together and its corners and edges
ounarded by a frame construeted, GSSLHU.:I”},
of but three patterns—that 1s to say, the
flanged end pieces A of the body of the tr U.fl]x,
the end pieces DD of the cover, also having
flanges,one of which when the trunk is elosed
comes outside of and incloses the top of the
end of the body of the trunk, and the angu-
lar strips I3, fitting into the flanges of the op-
posite end pieces, which they connect and
hold together, substantially as and for the
PUrposes %peuhed

JOIITN B, DAGGETT.

Witnesses:
W. II. MiTCHELL,
1. S, MITCHELL.
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