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To all whomv it may concer: ,
e it known that I, JOEN WILLIAM MEYER,
of Rock Island,in the county of Rock Island

and Stateof Illinois,haveinvented certain new
and useful Impreovements in Window-Shade

or Map Exhibitors; and I do hereby declare:

the following to be a full, clear,and exact de-

scription of the invention,such as will enable

others skilled in the art to which it pertains
to make and use it, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, which form part of
this specification. |

My invention relates to an improvement in
window-shade and map exhibitors; and it
consists in the combination of a cylinder of
sultable length and diameter, whichis divided
1nto two halves which are adapted to open
for the purpose of exhibiting the shades or
maps and to close so as to hide-them from
sight, and which halves are loosely connected
together with suspending-rods to which the

halves are attached, brackets upon which the -

cylinder and its attachments are supported,
and the cords for opening and closing the ¢yi-
inder at the will of the operator, as will be
more fully described hereinafter. o

The objects of my invention are to produce
an ornamental exhibitor for window-shades
or maps, and which, when opened, will allow
all of the shades or maps to be-exhibited one
after the other, and which, when closed, will
hide them all from sight, and to provide an
exhibitor which will take up a great deal less
room than those heretofore used, and which,
when closed, will protect the shades and maps
from dust and dirt. o

Figure 1 is a perspective of an exhibitor
which emDbodies my invention and which is
shown as closed and attached to the side of
the wall., Ifig. 2 is a similar view showing
the exhibitor suspended from the ceiling and
opened out. Fig.3isanenlarged detail view
of the right-hand bracket, showing the con-
nection of the cords, the adjacent end ol the
cylinder being shown in dotted lines. '

A represents the cylinder, which is formed
of two halves, which are loosely connected to-
gether and adapted to be opened and closed,
as shown, The body of the cylinder may be
composed of strips or slats and covered over

“and extends down to a handle Q.
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| pieces B are formed of metal, which may be

solid, as shown, so as to exclude dirt and dust,
or which may be formed of open-work,as may
be preferred. I do not limit myselt to any

particular construction of these parts A B,

for this may be varied at will without depart-
ing from my invention. Any suitable mate-
rial that will form a cylinder of suitable length
and diameter may be used. Each pairof end
pieces are loosely connected together by the

hinge C at one corner, and projecting from

each end piece B is a projection D, to which
the suspending-rods T areloosely connected at
their lower ends. The hinge-pieces U serve
to connect the two halves of the cylinder to-
cether and to allow them to open and close,

as shown, while the rods I support the cylin-

der and connect it at their upper ends to the
brackets G, which may either be attached to
the side of the wall or suspended overhead,
as may be desired. The upper ends of these
rods It are loosely connected to the brackets
(&, s0 that the rods ean open and close at their
lower ends, so as to follow the movements of
the two halvesof the cylinder in opening and
closing, and one of these rods is provided with
a projection I, which catchesin a correspond-
ing recess I in theinner edge of the other rod,
and thus forms a lock for the purpose of lock-
ing the rods together both when the cylinder
is closed and open, as shown,

FFastened to the hinge at one end of the eyl-

inder is a cord J, which passes up over the
pulleys L N, secured to the two brackets,and
then extends downward and has the handle
O secured to its lowerend. At theotherend
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of the cylinder is a second cord P, which 1is -

secured to the cord J at one end, then passes
up over the pulley N, is attached to the hinge,
). The two
handles O Q hang down a suitable distance

below the cylinder, so as to be in easy reach

QO

of the operator. By pulling upon the handle -

() the cord P, which is fastened to the hinge
at that end, draws the upper corners of the
two parts of the eylinder down into the posi-
tion shown in Iig. 2, the rods I opening at
their lower ends, so as to allow the two halves
to sweep through a quarter of a circle and

permit the shades or maps successively to be

with any suitable material, while the end | drawn down for the purpose of exhibiting
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them. Wlhen it is (19‘111‘6(1 to clase the eylin-

der, as shown in Ifie. 1, and thus hide the
shades and maps ontlrely from view,the han-
dle O is pulled down, which causes the cord

J toexert a lifting pull upon the hinge at the
other end of the eylmder opposite the cord P,
and thus close the two halves. Therolls upon
which the shades and maps are placed are
fastened to the inner sides of the cylinders,
and when the two halves are opened, as shown
in I'ig. 2, the lower edges of the shades and
maps are exposed and can be drawn down
one after the other to their full length.

An exhibitor of the construction here shown
can be attached either to the ceiling or side
of the wall, where it will be entirely out of
the way, and can be made to hold a large
number of shades or maps, and which will be

entirely protected from dust and dirt when
- Aside from the orna-.

they are not needed..
mental construction Qf the parts;a great sav-
ing is effected in space and of time in the ease

and quickness with which the shades and:

maps can be exhibited .as compared with the

'e\hlbltm‘b Nnow 1n use.
1'his-exhibitor may &150 be used for eﬂnb
-11,1110‘ other goods than shades and maps,if so

desu*ed
- Having thus- deacnbed my. -invention, T
cla,un—--

1. In an exhibitor composed of a cvhndm

whichisdividedinto sectionswhich are loosel y
connected together, suspending devices con-
nected at one end to the sections and at their
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opposite ends to a sapport, substantially as 35

shown.
2. An exhibitor composed of a cylinder
which isdivided intosections which are hinged

together, and rods which are pivoted to a sup-
port at their upper ends and engage each
other and their lower ends diverging and
connected to the sections, substantially as de-
scr-ibed. S

In an exhibitor composed of a eylinder
Wthh isdivided intosectionswhich are hin oed
together, suspending-rods connected at their
upper ends to a support, at their lower ends
to the sections, and provided with locks, sub-
stantially as set forth.

4. In an exhibitor, the combination of a sup-
port, a cylinder divided into sections which
are hinged together, and operating-cords con-
nected to the sections for opening and closing
them, substantially as deseribed. -

5. In an exhibitor, the combination of a sup-
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port provided with cord-guides, a cylinder di-

vided into sections which are hinged together,
suspending devices connected at.one end to
the sections and at their opposite ends to the
said support, and. operating-cords which are

secured to the sections and pass over the said

guides, substantially as set forth.

: In testlmony whereofl affix my Slﬂ‘nmme in -
-- -pre%ence of two witnesses.

JOIN WM. MEYER.
VW ifnesses:
- JOHN J. INGRAM,

CHAS. 1.. WALKER.
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