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10 all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, IIENRY MALLEBRE, of
the city, county, and State of New York, a
citizen of the United States, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in Ped-
als for Pianos, of which the following is a
specification. '

Thig invention relates to improvements in

pianos, and especially to devices used for di-
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minishing the sounds produced by means of
the strings and hammenrs.

Theobject of my invention is to provide a

sound - diminishing attachment for pianos
which can readily be adjusted to operate
whenever desired and can readily he released
by a simple movement of the fooft.
- The invention consists in the combination,
with the ordinary piano pedal and an addi-
tional pedal, of a latch pivoted above the addi-
tional pedal for locking it in latched position,
and an arm extending from said lateh below
the piano pedal, which latter is also used for
disengaging the lateh from the additional
pedal. -

Theinvention also consistsin the construe-
tion and combination of parts and details,
which will be fully deseribed hereinafter, and
finally pointed out in the claims,

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
A vertical longitudinal sectional view of the
lower front part of a piano, showing the ar-
rangement of the pedals, parts being broken
out and the supplemental pedal being in nor-
mal position. Fig. 2 is a similar view shov-
ing the parts in the position they have when
the mechanism is adjusted for operation.
IYig. 3 is a plan view showing the arrange-
ment of the pedals. Tig.4 isa vertical trans-
verse sectional view on the line o «, I'ig. 1.
Ifig. 5 18 a vertical transverse sectional view
of a piano provided with myimprovedattach-
ment, parts being omitted and others being
in dotted lines.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts. |

The piano-casing is provided at the bottom
with the three pedals A, BB, and C, of which
the pedal A is the usual“forte” pedal, B the
supplemental pedal, and C the usnal “ piano”
pedal. A’ 1is the rod for operating the forte
mechanism from pedal A. Through the in-

ner end of the pedal B the rod D passes and
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13 provided with a nut D’ or a head below the
pedal, so that when the pedal is pressed down-
ward the rod D is also moved downward.
Sald rod D passes through an apertare in one
end of the lever E, pivoted on the standard
E* on the bottom of the piano-casing. The
nut or collar D* on the rod D restson the top
of said lever, so that when the pedal B is
forced downward one end of the lever E is
forced downward and the other end is raised.

A spring (G, secured to a standard or bloek
G” of the casing, serves to press that end of
the lever E through which the rod D passes
upward, and thus keeps the opposite end in
the lowered position. Above the pedal B a
lateh IT is pivoted, which is provided with a
notch I1/, into which the pedal B ecan pass,
and with a wing II*, the end of which is
slightly curved. That end of the lateh IT oDP-
posite the one having the curved arm I? is
welghted. ‘hen the pedal B is pressed
downward, the weighted end of the latech I
descends under the action of its own welght,
and the bottom part of the latch rests upon
the lowered pedal B, as shown in Fig. 2, thus
locking said pedal in lowered position, the
end of the arm II° resting against the bottom
of the piano pedal C, whiel is in raised POSi-
tion. When it is desired to disengage or re-
lease the pedal B, the piano pedal Cis pressed
downward and, acting on the arm II? of the
lateh I, forces the same downward, whereby
the bottom part of the latch H is moved to
the right, permitting the pedal B to move up-
ward into the noteh II/ under the action of
the spring G, acting on the lever E. The pl-
ano pedal is also raised by the lever E as the
rod E” passes from the pedal C through the
lever K. A rod J rests on that end of the le-
ver K opposite the one through which the rod
D passes, and on the upper end of said rod J
the hammer-rail I¥ is fastened, against which
the hammers rest.  When the pedal B or C
1s moved downward, the rod J and the ham-
mer-rest I8 are raised, and thus the hammers
are moved into a position near the strings
and will not then have as great a stroke as
when in normal position—that is, they ave in
the usual piano position, and thus the sounds
now produced by the hammer are not as loud
as those produced when operating the ham-
mers from the normal position,
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When the piano sounds are to be produced |

temporarily, only the pedal C 1s depressed,
held down the desired time, and then released.
~'When the piano sounds are to be produced
for a greater length of time, the pedal 1
is depressed, whereby the hammer-rail IX 1s
also shifted in the manner described; but

the pedal B, with the hammer-rail K, are

locked in place by means of the latch H, as

1o described, and remain locked uatil the pedal

is pressed down. I thus use only the single
lever E to operate the ordinary “ piano stop”
and the so-called “soft stop ’—that is, tohold
and lock the hammer-rail X in the piano po-
sition for any desired length of time. -
Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire tosecure by Letters

446,710

1. The combination, with a pedal, of a piv-
oted and weighted latch arranged above said

pedal and provided with a laterally-extend-
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ing arm, and a second pedal located sidewise -

of the first pedal and adapted to engage said
arm, substantially as set forth.

2. The combination, with two pedals, of a
locking-lever for one pedal, a pivoted lever,
and rods extending upward from both pedals
through said lever for operating the lever

from either pedal, substantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed myname in pres-

ence of two subscribing witnesses.

HENRY MALLEBRE.
Witnesses: ._ o
0OscCAR F. GURNZ,
MARTIN PETRY.
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