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Lo all whom it may concern.

Be it known that I, LEwis A. BROWN, a citi-
zen of the United Smtes residing in the city

of St. Louis, in the State of Missouri, have

invented a new and useful Impmvement in
Baskets; and I do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be afull, clear, and exact description of
my invention, which will enable others skilled
in'the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, and to the letters of

reference marked thereon, which form part

of this specification.
My improvement is adapted to any form of
basket having more than two sides, and I em-

- cornered basket to 11111st1*ate 1t; but I do not
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desire to be confined to those forms of bas-
kets, as the 1mp10vement can be embodied in
Dthel forms, as above stated.

My improvementrelates to that class of bas-

- kets which are adapted to be transported in

a knockdown form; and it consists, partly,
in the construction of the sections of which
the basket wall or body is composed, partly in
the construction of the basket wall or body of
a number of these sections removably secured

- together, each section consisting of a series of

30

40

slats secured together by wire ties and hav-
ing the ends of the slatsand the ends of the
ties secured in bars forming a frame for the
slats, as hereinafter described, partly in the
construction of the cover, and partly in the
construction of the bottom, and removably
securing the bottom in all cases, all with the
object of producing a slat basket that can be
readily taken apart and put together again
when desired for convenience in handling
and packing and to lessen freight charges,
the particulars of all which will appear from
the following description of my improvement

- and claims thelefm ‘md the drawings men-
- tioned, in which—
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I‘wmc 1 1s aperspective view of the clothes-
basket. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the
clothes-basket with parts detached. Fig. 3is
a perspective view of the hamper. Fig. 4 is

a perspective view of the hamper with parts

detached. Ifig. 5 is a detailed perspective

so view of the hamper, showing the cover open.

1
3
.

ploy a clothes—basket a hamper, and a thr ee-

o

ing the vertical slats. Tig. 7is a detailed per-
spective view showing the corner-joint. Fig.
3 18 a detailed pelspectwe section ‘throuwh
the vertical bar in the line of the bmdlnﬂ*-
wire. Fig. 9 is a horizontal per spec‘[we sec-
tion showmﬂ' the manner of securing the ver-
tical bars. Elgs 10 and 11 are modifications
showing wire passing through the slats. Fig.
12 1s & cross-section of a bzu* 1N a modlﬁcatlon
showing the bar grooved to receive the ends
of the slats. Fig. 13 is a perspective view of
a three-cornered basket. Fig. 14is an eleva-
tion in a modification of one side of a basket,
showintr the slats made horizontal. |

Similar lettersreferto similar par ts thr ouﬂh~
out the several views and figures.

A 1s a series of slats, the slcxts being of any
desired shape, wired together by one or more
ties ¢ in any suitable manner.

Figs. 8, 10, and 11 show some of the ways

in Whlch the slats can be wired together. I‘w

3 shows the manner of doing so used Ehlld
shown in the baskets shown in the drawings,
which consists of looping two lengths of wire,
one of which passes on each Slde of the slats,
tightly around the slats by twisting the wire
at each edge of the slats in the usual man-
ner; and I I‘ws 10 and 11 show the wires pass-
ing thloumh the slats to bind them together.
I do not desue to beconfined to these methods,
however, and I prefer that shown in Fig. S,
and used in the basket shown.

B and B’ are top and bottom hor izontal bms
respectively, having suitable openings D o
receive the ends of the vertical slats A but
grooves n, I'ig. 12, may be used for that pur-
pose, in which case the ends of the slats not
necessarily, but rlefembl;y, are to be firml
secured in place therein in a suitable manner.

I prefer brads, and 1 also prefer the use of

the openings. Where the shapes of the slats
used are such that suitable openings for their
ends cannot be made by machinery in a sin-
gle strip, 1 prefer to make the bars B and B’
of two strips, as shown in Fig. 6, and recess
one or both sald strips, as the shape of the

| Fig. 6 is a detailed perspective view of the
horizontal bars, showing the manner of secur-
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slats may require, to receive the ends of the
i slats; but where suitable openings -can be
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made in a single strip by machinery I prefer
the use of a smnle strip.

C are ieitlcal bars, having beveled outer

sides D, the bevel being such. that when two
of them are brought towethef 1n place they
form a mlter-Joml as shown in IFig. 9. These

vertical bars, when the ends of the slats are
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in place in the openings 0 in the horizontal
bars B and B/, are secured by their ends to
the ends of the horizontal bars I and B’ in
any sultable manner to hold the vertical slats
securely between the horizontal bars, the ver-
tical bars being of suitable length for that
purpose, and the ends of the ties ¢ are secured

through, in, or to the vertical bars in any suit-

able manner to give firmness to the panel
formed by the slats and ties in the frame
formed by the horizontal and vertical bars.

I prefer, however, to secure the ends of the
ties in the vertw&l bars in the mannershown

in Fig. 8, in which the ties pass through open-
ings c, made through the vertical ba,rs C, into
a ﬂ‘roove ¢ in the beveled outer edeo of the

| vertlcal bars, in which they are clamped by a
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staple e. The slats may be made horizontal,
as shown in A/, Fig. 14, in which case the ver-
tical bars C, instead of the horizontal bars B
and B’, are constructed with openings 0 to re-
celve the ends of the slats, and the slats are
secured therein, in the manner hereinbefore
deseribed, for securing them in the horizontal
bars when the slats are made vertical, and
the:ends of the ties are then secured through,
in, or to the horizontal bars b and I/, instead
of the vertical bars C, in the manner herein-
before described for securing them through,
in, or to the vertical bars when the slats are
m&de vertical; but I prefer making the bL:LtS
vertical.

The series of slats A and ties «, the hori-
zontal bars B and B/, with their openings 0,
and the vertical bmcs C form one section of
the wall or body of the basket. In case the
slats are horizontal, however, it is manifest
the openings 0 will be in the vertical bars C,
instead of the horizontal bhars B and B’ and
the openings ¢, the grooves d, and the stmples
¢ in the horizontal bars B and B’, instead of
the vertical bars C, and-the whole wall or
body 1s composed of a number of these sec-
tions, not less than three,secured together in
any suitable manner that will admit of their
bheing readily taken apart and put together
again; but I prefer the manner shown in the

drawings, I'1gs. 9,7,1,2,3,4, 13, and 14,inwhich

they are secured together by corner-plates E
and screws f, and “when the height of the
basket or additional strength 1*eq111red de-
mand 1t by serews g at mtewals along the

bars.

- K, Fig. 2,1sa plaim sohd bottom of any suit-
able material—I prefer wood—of such shape
that it fits neatly in the space Dbetween the
lower horizontal bars B’ when the sections
forming the basket-wall are set up and se-
cured in place, and it 18 secured in place to
the lower horizontal bars B’ in any suitable
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manner that will admit of it being readily re-

moved and 1eplfwed but I prefer serews /i,
as shown 1n Ifigs. 1,2,and 3. 1 do not desire
to be confined to such a bottom in case of a

hamper, for which I prefer a bottom I’, Fig.
4, constructed of slats, ties, and bars in the
same manner as deseribed for constructing
the sections of the basket-wall, except that
all the bars are horizontal and secured in
place in the same way as the plain bottom.

G 1s a cover, having front and back bars ¢

and ¢/, the end pieces 7 and 7', and the center
piece /z, and the top /, consisting of a series of
slats wired together in the same manner as
the slats in the sections of the basket-wall,
the end pieces being recessed to receive the
ends of the slats, and the ends of the ties be-
ing secured to the front and back barg, as
deserlbed for securing them fo the vertleal
bars of the sections of the basket-wall. The
strips m are secured over the end and center
pieces to hold the slats in place. The cover
may be secured to the baskets by hinges I

in any suitable manner,and a chain or strap

attached to the end pieces of the cover and
side of the basket in the usual way to hold

“the cover in position when opened, as shown

in Fig. 5.
The shape of thebasket is varied by chang-
ing the length and shape of the honzoutal

and vertical bars and the length of the slats -

and by changing the angle of inclination of
the vertical bars fromthe perpendicular and
of the horizontal bars from their horizontal
planesin such manner as to produce the shape
desired, and this may be done by making
some of thechanges mentioned orall of them.

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18— -

1. To form the wall or body of a basket, the
combination of a number of seetions, each
consisting of a series of slats A, one or more
ties a, horizontal bars B and B/, ha,vmfr open-
ings b, and vertical bars C, Substantmﬂy as
descrlbed

2. In a knockdown basket, the combination
of a number of sections to form the wall or
body of a basket, each consisting of a series
of slats A,one or more ties ¢, horizontal bars
B and B’, having openings or recesses 0, ver-
tical bars C, the bottom IY, and any smtable
means for securing the sections and bottom
together that will permit of their being readily
taken apart and put together again. -

3. In a knockdown basket, the combination
of a number of sections secumd together in
any suitable manner to form the bas}.{et wall
or body, each consisting of a series of slats A,
one or more ties «, horizontal bars B and B’
having openings 0, vertical bars C, the ann'le-
plates L, screws f, the bottom T, 1*em0vably
secured in place in any suitable manner, and
the cover G, all substantially as descrlbed

. The combmatlon fora cover,of thefront
dﬂd ba,ck bars ¢ and 4’ and the end pieces )
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and 7', the center piece %, a top consisting of
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i series of slats /, wired together in any suit- |

.;Lble manner, recesses in the end pieces g and

9’y and the 5t1‘11)S m, which bind the slats to

the center piecce h, all substantially as de-
soribed

. In a knockdown basket, the combination

of a. number of sections, each consisting of a
series of slatssecured togetherin am'smta,ble
manner by wire ties, a frame consisting of
horizontal and vertical bars
series of slats being secured in any opposite
bars and the ends of the wire ties in the re-
maining bars of each section, substantially as
described, and a bottom, all removably se-
cured ton‘othm and all Hllbbtﬁlltl&“f as de-
scribed.

6. Inaknockdown -ba.sket, the combination
of a number of sections, each section consist-
ing of a series of slats A, one or more ties @
to secure the slats t0ﬂethe1' horizontal bars I3
and B, having openings D to receive the ends

of the slats A vertical bars C to unite the

horizontal ba.rs together to hold the slats in
place in the openings O, having beveled outer
edges or sides D for uniting the several sec-

tions composing the walls of the basket, as re-
~quired, and having openings ¢ for the ends of
the slats to pass through and grooves d to re-
celve the ends of the ties afterthey have been
brought through the openings ¢, staples e to
hold the ends of the tiesin place In the grooves
d, angle-plates K, screws 7 and ¢ to secure the

, the ends of the |

-

B

sections 101110\’51,1)13? together, the bottom I,
and the screws /i to secure the bottom 1*011101«*‘
ably in place, all substantially as described.
7. A knockdown basket consisting of a bot-
tom-and side walls, each side wall consmtmﬂ
of a series of slats A one or more ties a to se-
eure the slats t Oﬂethel‘ horizontal bars B and
B’, and vertical bars C with suitable open-

| mns in any two opnoslte bars to receive the

ends of the slats, with the horizontal bars se-
cured by their ends to the ends of the verti-
cal bars when the slats are in place in the

openings in the two opposite bars containing

such openings, with the ends of the ties se-
cured through, in, or to the remaining oppo-
site bars to give ﬁmmess in the frame to the
panel formed by the slats and ties, and with
the vertical bars having their outer sides or
edges D beveled to join, as required, the bev-
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eled sides or edges of other like Slde walls to

form the whole wall or body of the basket,the
sald side walls being secured together by an-
ele-plates of any bmtable material passing
around the corners, all substantially as de-
scribed. )
In testimony Whereof I affix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.

LEWIS A. BROWN.

Witnesses:
I’. BEARDSLEE, Jr.,
xEO. J. CHAP‘\IA_N

55




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

