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Lo all whom it may concermn.

Be it known that I, CHRISTOPHER J. SWART
acitizen of the Umted States, and a l‘eSIdeliu
of Goshen,in the county of Elkhart and State
of Indmna have 111vented certain new and
useful Immovements in Parasols and Um-
brellas; and I do declare the following to be
a tull, clear, and exact description of “the in-
Tel‘lthl] such as will enable others skilied in
the art to which it appertains to make and

use the same, reference being had to the ac- |

companying drawings, and to letters of refer-

ence marked thereon, Wthh forma, pcu'*t of this

specification.
Figure 1 of the drawings is a side view of
the 111111)10113, Fi1g. 21is a perspective view

of the coupling or hinge with braces, &ec.

FKig. 8 is a view of the coupling-blank.

T'his invention has relation to folding um-
brellas and parasols; and it consists in the
novel construction and combination of part S,
as hereinafter set forth.

1he object of the invention is to adapt the
various parts composing the umbrella to be
folded in such manner that the latter shall
occupy but half thespace of an umbrella con-
structed 1n the usual manner when folded.

In the accompanying drawings, the letter
A designates the handle of the umbrella Pro-
vided d,bOllb midway with a break-joint or
hinge & to adapt it to be folded.

B B’ designate the bow or rib made in two
sections, the upper section B having one end

¢ attached to the handle in the usual man-

ner and the other end clamped or otherwise
suitably secured within the foldsd of a coup-
ling C. 'T'he other bow-section B’ is pivoted

between lugs e of the coupling C, and ex-

tends down in the same plane for attachment
to the cover in the usnal manner.

The braces D D’ are connected centrally
In a manner similar to the bows above men-

tioned, and are secured to the hows and the |

sleeve or slide (, asin ordinary umbrellas.
The coupling C is constructed from a sin-

gle blank of sheet metal, whieh is cut and

folded to adapt it to the purpose designed for

“1t—that 1s, to form at one end the frictional

spring-clasp f, said clasp having its horizon-

tal edges bent over against the outer sidesto

afford a rounded smooth passage for receiv-
ing and holding the hinged section of the
bow or brace when the

umbrella is raised. |

| Between the clasp f

and the folds d of the
coupling C are formed the lugs e, between
which is pivoted the hinged section of the
bow or brace.
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When the umbrella is raised, the hinged

sections B’ and D’ of the bows and braces,
respectively, are held longitudinally within
their clasps 7, the latter being open above or
in the direction of raising the umbrella, as
shown in the drawings. When the umbrella
is to be folded or lowered the slide or sleeve

G is disengaged from the stops /i of the han-.

dle and is run downwardly on the latter,

- thereby releasing the hinged sections of the

bow and bracesimultaneously firom the clasps
of the couplings. This operation causes all

the hinged sections to fold together against

the handle, for as the braces D D’ fold fo-
oether their action draws over against them

'the bow-sections B,and this movement, aided

by the pressure of the umbrella- covering,

~causes the other hinged bow-sections B’ to

fold over against the outside of the umbrella,
thus bringing all the hinged parts in nearly
parallel relation to each other. The handle
may now be folded over the whole and se-

cured over the tip in any suitable manner.

Thus it will be observed a compactand handy
package results, about half the length of the
ordinary folded umbrella.

What I claim as my invention is—

1. An umbrella havingits braces and bows
made each 1n two sections, one of said sec-
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tions of cach brace and bow being hinged

and the other rigidly secured to a metallic
coupling, said coupling having a frictional
clasp, whereby the umbrella is adapted to be
held open and folded alternately, substan-
tially as shown and described.

2. In a folding umbrella, the combination,
with the Couplmﬂ‘ C, h@vmg the.fucmonal
clasps 7, lugs e, and fold d, of the bow and
brace sections B’ D/, pivoted to said lugs and
adapted to en

stantially as specified. ..
In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.
CHRISTOPHER J.
Witnesses:
D. W. NEIDIG,
GRrO. V. ET_..LI%

SWART.

gage sald clasps, the rib and
bow sections B D, rigidly secured in said fold
of the sliding sleeve G and the handle, sub-
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