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ADOLPH G. BROWN, OF NEW YORK, AND JAMES PARKMAN CROSBY, OF
- FLATBUSH, NEW YORK.

GAME-BOARD.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 446,320, dated February 10, 1891.
Application filed March 15,1890, Serial No. 344,028, (Mo model.)

To all whom it may conecern:

be it known that we, ADOLPH G. BROWN
and JAMES PARKMAN CROSBY, citizens of the
United States of Ameriea, 1*e51dmn respect-
1vely, at the city of New YorL, in the county
and State of New York, and at the town of
I'latbush, in the county of Kings, State afore-
sald, have invented eertain new and useful
Improvements in Parlor Base- Ball Game-
Boards, of which the following is a full, clear,
and exact description.

The parlor base-ball game-board of this in-
vention in substance is composed, first, of a
board to be suitably supported in a more or
less upright position, and which has painted
or otherwise suitably represented on its sur-
face utilized forthe game tobe played a base-
Dall field and the field players in their proper
places; second, of target-blocks which are lo-
cated on the base-ball field, one at each of

its several Dbases, first, second third, and

fourth, or home, and of its several fields, cen-
ter, I‘lﬂ‘]lt and left, and one at short- btop, and
preferably Se'vera.lly marked in accordance
with their respective locations, and also sev-
erally projected from the playing-surface and

entered into separate suitable holes of the

game-board, and either separately or in pairs,
or in any other suitable series, backed by
spring or other suitable elastic pressure, and
adapted otherwise to be moved in and out
relatively to the thickness of the game-board,
1n one direction against and in the other with
their elastic pressure; third, of a rail-target
which begins at and crosses from target at
third bdbe to target at home or foulth base,
irst base, and
thence passes on to tarﬂ‘et at second base, ter-
minating at its Opposite ends at tm‘gets of

third and second bases, and preferably pro-

jects from the playing-face, and has a projec-
tion that is entered intoasuitablehole of the

sultable elastic pressure and adapted other-
wise to be moved in and out relatively to the
thickness of the game-board in one direction
against and in the otherwith its elastic press-
ure; fourth, of tablets which are held on and
are adapted to be covered and uncovered as

- bases —first, second, third,

| portions preferably S'Llltd,bly designated, -as

will hereinafter appear, and, fifth, of connec-

tionsforand between each of said tablet% and

the targets at the bases, fields, and short-stop
and the foul- line, qeverallywmposed of means
adapted for the ‘tablets separately to be en-

caged with and disengaged from thelr re-

spectwe targets, and euaaﬂed t0 be covered

and (118@110&*3‘@(1 1o be lmcoveled as to the

game- board a,nd acain for the tablets and
tawets to be dlsenn‘awed by an inward move-
ment of the tar ﬂ'ets, .:md on disengagement to
secure their automatic uncovering as to the
came-board, to be re-engaged and thus again

after described.

Inthe drawings forming part of this speci-
fication a p.«_ulm base-ball wame-bomd of this
invention is illustrated. ]jIO ure 1 is a view
of the front face or side of the board and the
one utilized for playing the game, and in this
ficure the several tablets are shown as un-
eoveled
the board, and showing the tablets as cov-
ered. Fig. 3 is a vertical section, line 5 3,
and Fie. 4 is a horizontal section, line 4 4,

Tfig. 1.

In the drawings, A 1epresents a board of
square outline and which may be made ot
wood or other suitable material. This board
A for use is placed in a more or less upright
position, resting at its lower edge A% cut out
along its central portion A% on a tableor other
suitable support, and at its rear side sup-

ported by a prop-stick A% which at its upper

end is hinged on a board. A’ that covers and
1S held on the rear side ot bo&rd A, and atits
lower end rests on the table or other support
for the game-board.

The front side A’ of the oa 1 e- bomd A is
painted or otherwise smtably prepared in
representation of a base-ball field, with its
~and fourth or
home—and its players—pitcher, P; catcher,
C; first, second, and third basemen, short-

stop, center, right, and left fielders, respect-

ively, IrB, SB, 1'B, S5, CK, RY, and LF.,
A's the base-ball field and its bases and play-

ers are partwulally shown,the home or fourth

so to the game- board and at their uncovered | and first basas are In a houmntal 1ine at the

6o

covered, as befme all subsmntlally as hel ein- 6 5

IFig. 2 is a view of the rear side of
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lower end portion of the game-board, the

second and third bases are in.a horizontal
line at the upper end portion of the game-
board, and the fielders are in a horizonal line

above and parallel with thelite of second and |
~third bases and also with the line of fourth

and first bases, and severally parallel with

the table or other support for the game-board,

D are talﬂ'et-bleeke one loea,ted at eaeh

base, at shor t-stop, and at each field, and each |

targ ﬂ*e‘c preferably and asshown, is marked 1n
accordance with its location. Again, each
target .D has a shank portion D< which ex-

tends loosely through a hole D? and-at the | :

back of the game-board and between it and
the back cover-board A5,

ond bases are held on a flap D, each of which

sald flaps D* and D% is hung by hinges D7 to

the rear face of the game- board. The tar oets
for the fields and Shmt-etep are held, reepeet—

ively, on the flap D% and an extension thereof

D%, which extension is hinged, as at D7, to
the rear face of the game- board. Each of

said flaps D4 D3 and D is normally held

against therear faee of the game-board, where

it is held by the pressure of the bent springs

- D8 that at their free ends rest thereon, and

- 30

at the1r otherends are fastened on said bomd

and in this position of either fap its tar D'et

~or targets project beyond the front or beee-

35

40

ball field.

E is a flat rail- target, which is leeated out-

side of the base- terﬂ*et% and begins and ex-
tends from near the target at, thud base to

and around the tar get at heme or fourth base

and thence to and. alound the target at first

- base, and terminates at or near t'ne target at
second base.

end portions E? E%is hung by hinges E* to the |

The rail-target K -at its epp081te

game-board, and mldwey of 1ts_p01 vion lying
between the home and first base it has a pluﬂ

or shank extension E% which passes loosely
through a hole ES of and at the rear side of

the game-board it is shouldered.
. Efisa bent spring at its free end bemmtr

- against the rear end of the plug E3 of mll-

50
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target E-and atits other end held on the game-

b'oe,ld all so as normally to keep the shoul-

dered end of the plug E’against the rear side
and the rail-target away fr om the front sn:le
of the game- bemd |
- The raﬂ-tal get K 1epleeeuts the foul-line,
and is so mar ked |

(x are tablets, which are severally located,
one at the upper, one at the lower, and one

at each of the upright edges, and all at the
rear side of and between the game-board A

and its rear covering-board A°. Each tablet
is a rectangular ‘block or strip of wood or

other suitable material, and it is arranged to

slide through a suitable guideway or loop -G7,

- one for eachtablet, and severally held onthe

rear side of the game-board A, thosé for the
side tablets in a-common horizontal line and

| The targets for
third base and fourth or home base are held
on a flap D* and the targets for first and see-

446,320

common vertical line. Xach side tablet and
the upper tablet has its inner end presented
toward the unhinged edge of the flaps D*, D7,
and DY respectively, at the corresponding

parts of the game-board, and the lower tablet

hasits inner end presented toward the lower
side of the shouldered shank or plug E° of
the foul-line target E, and the several inner

| ends of the tablets and said unhinged edges

of the flaps, as also the lower side of said rail-

target plug, are respectively provided with

spring catch-arms H 1> one H held on each

tablet and the other II®* on each flap and on
sald plug.

Fach pair of spring-arms H H? is adapted

to be enﬂﬂ,n‘ed with and to be disengaged from

each ethe1 and engaged to hold the tablets

against movement on “and covered lengthwise

by the board A and disengaged to 1eave the

tablets free to be moved on the board for the

70
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outer end portion of each to be projected be-
yond the edge of the game-board at which it

it is located, and thereby uncovered and ex-

posed, and all automatically.and by the ac-
tion of bent springs H? one for each tablet,

90

at one end held on the ﬂa,me-beeld and et

their other ends each at a beari ing against a

rest-pin H* of the tablet, which pins also act
as stops to limit by their abutment against
the inner ends of the guideways for the -tab-
lets the extent of the projection and-exposure
of the tablets,.as stated. The front face of
the exposed end .portion -of each tablet is

05

100

marked, the tablets belonging to the base-

tal oets Wlt]l the word * Baee & and that to the
held and to the short-stop targets with the
words “Fly out” and that to the foul- 11ne tar-
get with the words “ IFoul out.”

The release of each tablet for 1ts marked

end portion to be uncovered and e\_posed, as
has been explained, is secured by forcing

105

gither-of the targets ‘belonging to it tew‘ud' '

the board—as, fel illustr atlen each -tablet
marked “Base” by forcing a bese -target to-
ward the game-board, and the tablet marked

| “Fly out” by forcingeither field or short-stop

target toward the game-board and the tablet
mall{ed “Foul out” by forcing the foul-line
target toward the board.

I1O

115 |

In the play of the game of base-ball with '

the game-board- deseubed the targets may be

and prefemb]y'ere forced -towerd the game-
{ board with a ball J, suspended by an elastic
cord J? held on the board at the centerof its

120

base-ball field, and which for that purpose is

forced by the player againstthe target, either
by the reaction of the elastic cord prev 101181},"
drawn back sufficiently therefor, or otherwise,
as will hereinafter appear.

The game is played (the eeveml tablets. ef'

1.25 '

the ﬂ'ame-board being covered) as follows: A

pleyer in his proper turn and at a-distance
from the game-board of some three-.or four

feet first forces as .stated, or otherwise suit-

ably, the ball toward the board in a direction
to hit the target at first base, and if in three

those for the upper and lower tablets in a | throws he succeeds in hitting that target he

130
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continues and proceeds, as at target at first |

base to the target at second bct% thence to
the target at tlmd base, and thenee to the
target at fourth or home base, and if sucecess-
ful in hitting each target with three throws
for a target the player scores a run. The
player next in turn then proceeds to pl.‘_w in
a similar manner, and so on for the whole
number of players for that side and againin
same succession until of course a sufficient
number, previously fixed upon, of the players
of that side havebeen put out in the manner
hereinafter provided. A successful hitting,
as described, of the targets at the bases, one
after anotllel by any. p1a3 er counts in every

‘Instance a run for that player and the sideon

which he plays; and afailure to hit the base-
target to be hit in three successive throws of

‘the ball thereat, or a hitting of either field or

short stop or foul-line targets puts the player
out and otherwise is talhed against him, and
so, finally, when players to the nu mber ﬁ\ed
upon are out the side to which they belong
is out and the other side has its inning, a,nd
so on until the stated number of mmnﬂ's of
each side have been had, on which the S1de
that has the greater number of runs tallied
in its favor 18 the winner. On a hitting of a
target at either a base, a field, a-short- stop,, or
the foul-line by the ball as . described, the
tablet belonging thereto is uncovered, and
is to be again covered before the next play
by pushmﬂ' it in su 1016111313 to engage it, as
explained.
The ball may be made of wood, 111(11:21,-1*111)—
ber, or other suitable material.
As has been particularly explained and
shown,there is one tablet for two base-targets,

one tablet for the several field and short-stop

targets, and one for the foul-line target. Ob-
viously, however, there may be a sepamte
tablet for each base- target, for each field-tar-
get, and for the shor t—st0p target by simply
providing and arranging them, as also pro-
viding separate flaps and catches, all as has
been described for the particular combination
of flaps, targets, and tablets explained and
shown. | |

The game may be played in combinations

of runs and outs differing from those partmu-
larly explained, and this Invention, which is
simply as to the game-board and its appli-
ances, 1s not to be limited in that regard.

Again, an elastic cord, and as described,

ently of it; but in any event it 1s preferable

co

under tension, may be used for the throw of 55
the ball, or the ball may be thrown independ--

to tie the ball to the game-board, using an -

elastic string, all as explained, for the reason
that the ball then will always be convenient

'f01 use. |
Having thus described our invention, what

We clmm, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18—

1. Theimproved parlorbase-ball gam e-board
herein described, the same eonmstmn* of a
came-board A in representation of abase ball

field, target-blocks D, one at each base and at

other determined positions of said field and
severally adapted for movement toward and
away from the board,In one direction against
andin the other with elastic pressure, tablets
G, severally held on the board and adapted to

be covered and uncovered, and connections

of tablets and targets severally adapted for
the engagement and disengagement of 1ts tab-

let and tar oet and for the antomatic uncover-

ing of the L.:Lblets from a movement of the
'bloeks against the elastic pressure thereon,
qubstantlally' A descmbed for the purpose

specified.

- 2. Theimproved parlorbase -ballgame-board
herein described, the same consisting of a
came-board A in 1*ep1t'esentati0n of a bas’e-b.all
field, target-blocks D, one at each base and at
other determined positions of said field and
severally extending through the thickness of
the board, flaps severally carrying a target
block or blocks and hinged on and held with

‘an elastic pressure a,ﬂ*mnst the game-board at

ils rear side, tablets G sevemlly held on the
board and adapted to be covered and unecov-
ered, and connections of tablets and flaps
severally consisting of guideways G* for the
tablets, engaging and disengaging arms I H-?
on each tablet and each flap, and springs
adapted to act on the tablets, all substantially
as described, for the purpose specified.

In testimony whereof we have hereunto set
our hands in the presence of two subseribing
witnesses.

ADOLPH G. BROWN.

J. PARKMAN CROSBY.

Witnesses: | | |
E. P. ALLEN,
& E. MOORE.
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