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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GUSTAF EDWARD HAD-
LUND, a citizen of the United States, and a
resident of Council Bluffs, in the county of
Pottawattamie and State of Iowa, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
inShoe-Expanders; and I do hereby declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
seription of the mventlon Such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it appertains
to make and use the same.

The present invention relates to an im-
proved expander for gaiters or other shoes
and boots, and the object isto provide an im-
proved cobbler’s implement or tool which can
be easily thrust into the upper of a gaiter or
shoe and readily expanded after such inser-
tion for the purpose of distending and en-
larging the npper and holding the gores or
elastic in place, whereby the cobbler is en-
abled to easily insert the hand in the shoe to
sew up ripsand tearstherein,and ample space
18 provided for readily and easﬂy performing
work of all kinds in the upper.

I am aware that it is not new, broadly, to
provide a distending ring of narrow propor-
tions having a series of slots near the end
and a tongue at the other end, and I am also
aware that it isnot new to provide a protector
for use in manufacturing shoe uppers to pre-

vent them from soiling, consisting of a folded

ordoubled layerof cloth,and bent or doubled

8prings, each provided with a biting-edge, the

parts being so arranged that the pliable pro-

tector and springs are adapted to be fitted
over the top edges of an upper and the bit-

ing-edges of the springs engage the lining on
the inner side of the upper.

My improved device is designed especml]y
for use by cobblers in makmu repairs fo the
uppers of gaiters and other shoe%, and I pro-
vide an expandel consisting of a tapering or

conical sleeve or cuff, of smt.:Lble length for
inserfion 1nto the upper of a shoe to expand'

the same at all points, if desired, having slots
near one edge, a headed stud at the opposite
edge, and exterior spring-retainers arranged
on opposite sides of the sleeve or cuff, each
retainer being provided with a ‘shoulder or
offset portion ‘at one end to adapt the same
to be readily fixed or united to the culf, and

having a serrated or roughened biting-edge | gore of a ﬂmte1

!

at 1ts other to engage the gore of an upper
and hold the samein place, as will be herein-
after more fully deseribed, and pointed out
in the claim.

In the accompanying drawings, Iigure 11s

55

a perspective view of my improved sleeve or - .

cuff with the attached spring-retainers. Fig.
2 is a vertical sectional view through my im-
proved expander, showmﬂ it ad Ju%ted for use
in a gaiter.

Lﬂze lettersof reference denote corr espond-
ing parts in both figures of the dlmvmfrs in
W]llC]l—-

A is the metallic cuff or sleeve which 1s
open at one side and the ends, and thlS sleeve
or cuff is tapered in thedirection of its length
or made slightly conical, the smaller end of
the cuff, which is to be thrust into the gaiter,
being flared or bent slightly, as shown at «.
The cuff is further provided with a series of
slots O, each consisting of a rounded enlarge-

ment and an angular extension, and these

slots are arranged one in rear of the other, so
as to lie at varying distances from one edge
of the cuff. A headed stud c is fixed to the
opposite edge of the cuff, and this stud is
adapted to take in either one of the series of
slots b, according to the size of the cuff or
sleeve. By making the stud with a head of
larger diameter than the shank, and provid-
ing the slots with the angular extensions of
less width than the diameter of the rounded
enlargements, thestud isadapted tofitsnugly
in either of the slots, and the head thereof
prevents accidental separation of the two
edges of the elastic cuff
very desirable. |

ID E are the exterior smmn retainers ar-

ranged on the outer surface of the cuff or
Sleeve, and on opposite sides thereof. Hach-
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or sleeve, which is" '

90

retainer is made of a thin piece of spring-
metal, and is formed with a shoulder d near

one end and an inwardly-extending angular

biting-edge ¢ at the other end.

The oifset end of the retainer is rigidly
united to the larger end of the tapering cuff
or sleeve by soldering, or in any other suit-
able manner, and by forming the offset in the
retainer the latter lies out or away from the
cuff to leave an intermediate space between
the retainer and cu:

t for the reception of the
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To use the device the cobbler contracts the
sleeve or cuff sufficiently to readily enter the
shoe, 1n which position it is held by the stud
entering the desired slot, and the retainers
are then adjusted so thatthe frec endsthereof
lie away from the cuff, after which the cuff

18 thrust into the shoe, with its smaller end

foremost, and so that the retainers lie on the
outside of the upper and gore. The culf 18
now manipulated to release thestud from the

slot and thus expand the sleeve or cuff and

.. bler’s hand into the

20

~ers engage the gore so as to hold the

the upper to the desired size, and the retain-
saine
securely in place, whereby the upper 1s held
firmly in an expanded position, and ample
q"paee 18 provided for the insertion of the cob-
e upper forsewlng up rips
and tears in the upper, or for performum
other repairing within the shoe. |
Havmﬂ' thus deseribed my invention, W]mt 1

‘shoe-expander

448,063

¢laim as new, and desire to secule by Letteln
PPatent, 18—
As an article of manufacture e, a CObeBI'b

an elongated tapering sleeve orcuft provided
with the slots near one edge, the headed stud
rigidly secured to the other edﬂ‘e of the cuff,

and the spring-retainers arranged etterlorly |
on the cuff, on opposite sides thereof, each
retainer having the offset portion rigidly
united to the cuff at the enlarged end there-
of and the biting-edge extending inwardly
toward the sleeve or cuff, qub%tantml]y as.
and for the purpose descubed

and gore-holder consisting of
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In testimony wheveof I affix my signature in 35

nresence of two witnesses.
- GUSTAF FDWARD IIADLUN D
Yitnesses:
J. J. MAURATH,
GEO. MATLACK.
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