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To all whom it TCLY COTLECT T :
e it known that I, HERBERT E. PERCIVAL,
a citizen of the United States, and a resident

of Oklahoma City, in the Indian Territory,

5 haveinvented anew and useful Improvement
in Clothes-Lines, of which the following is a

‘Specification, reference being had to the ac- |

companying drawings, forming a part of this
specification, and in which— |
10 Iigure 1 represents a section of a clothes-

line, showing the method of attaching the

clothing thereto. TIig.2 represents oneof the
links forming the chain with the sliding jaw-

compressing rings placed in thecenter of the -

15 link. Figs. 8 and 4 represent a link of the

chain of which the line is composed, but with

the sliding rings both at one end of the hold-
ing-jaws and with a ring at each end of the
holding-jaws, respectively. | |
20 Similar letters refer to similar parts in the
different figures, _ :
My presentinvention relates to certain im-
provements in the clothes-line forming the
subject of the Letters Patent granted to me
25 onthelOthdayof December, 1889, No. 416,254,
to which reference is herein made.
~ 1he clothes-line forming the subject of my
present invention consists of a chain' com-
- posed of a series of links formied of elastic
30 wire, which is bent into a link having open-
ings or apertures A A, through which the cor-
ner or a section of the clothing is passed,
and also having wires arranged parallel to
each other, forming holding-jaws, between
35 which the clothing is drawn and by which it
1s sustained. In these respects it is similar
to the clothes-line described in the Letters
~Patent above referred to. In that patent,
however, the parallel wires were fastened to-
40 getherin thecenter of thelink, thereby form-
- Ingin each link two pairs of holding-jaws,
one upon each side of the center, the clothing
‘being drawn into the space between one pair
of jaws from one of the openings at one end
45 of the link and into the space between the
other pair of holding-jaws from the opening
at the opposite end of the link, the length of
~each of the holding-jaws being fixed and de-

termined by the distance between the open-

5o ing at the end of the link and the central fast-
ening of the two parallel wires, - '

The form of the links in the clothes-line
hereinafter described and represented in the
accompanying drawings issimilarto the form
of the links forming the lines described in 55
the patent above referred to; butin my pres-
ent form of improved line I do not fasten the
parallel wires at the center of the link, nor
are the ends of the wire of which the link is
made caused to meet at the centerof the link, 6o
as represented in Ifig. 2 of the drawings, form-
ing a part of the Letters Patent No. 416,854,

T'he ends of the wire forming the link are

caused to meet at one of the openings, pref-
erably at the center of the opening, and they 65
are united by a sleeve B, which is soldered to
the ends of the wires. This leaves the space
between the openings A A freefrom any joint
orunion of the ends of the wire. Tothe par-

‘allel wires and between the innerends of the 70
openings A A, 1 apply one or more sliding

rings K K, two being shown in the drawings.
Hach of these rings has a hole through it of the
size of the combined rods or wires ¢ b between
the points CD, so that the wires a b are closely 75

held together, as they are inclosed in the rings

I K. The rings are capable of sliding freely
from one end to the other of the space be-
tween C and D. The rings can be placed in

| the center of the link, as shown in Fig. 2, So
“forming of the parallel wires ¢ and b two dis-

tinct setsof holding-jawsFand G. The rings
can be placed both at the sameé end of the
parallel wires, as shown in Fig. §, thereby
forming one long jaw extending from the 8=
rings I Etotheopening at the opposite end of
thelink. Thusthelength of the holding-jaws
can be varied, as will be obvious, and in case
1t is required to pinch the parallel wires form--
ing the holding-jaws closely together close to go
the openings or apertures, and thereby re-
duce the elasticity of the jaws by reducing

their length, it is accomplished by sliding the
| rings K E close up against the openings, as
Tepresented in IKig. 4. 05

I do not confine myself to the precise form
of openings or even to the precise form or
method of bending the wire to form a link, as
such can be greatly modified without depart-
ing from the essential feature of my invention. 1cc

What I claim as my invention, and desire |

\ to'secure by Letters Patent, is—




IO

O

I. A clothes-line composed of a series of
links linked together in the forin of a chain,
each of said links having openings at its ends,
through which the c¢lothing to be held 18
passed, and having said open portions of the

link connected by two parallel wires, and a

sliding ring placed upon said parallel wires,
by which they are held together, substantially
as desecribed. |

2. Aclothes-line provided with longitudinal
parallel wires forming the holding-jaws be-

446,007

tween which the clothing is seized, and a ring
placed upon said parallel longitudin al wires

and capable of sliding thereon, whereby the

wires are pinched closely together, as and for
the purpose specified. _
Dated at Oklahoma City, Indian Territory,
this 5th day of IFebruary, 1390. |
| ITERBERT E. PERCIVAL.
Witnesses: |
- H. H. HOWARD,
D. ITOLLINGSWORTH.
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