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Lo all whom it may coneeri:

Beit known thatI, WALTER W. HAMILTON,
of Salem, in the county of Essex, State of
_"\Idssa(,husettb, haveinvented certain new and
useful I mprovements in Devices for Moisten-
ing and Affixing Postag ge-Stamps, of which
the following is a dGbGl"lpthﬂ sutficiently full,
clear, and exa,et to enable any person skilled

1 the art or science to which said invention

appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying dravw-

Ings, fmmmn part of this specification, in

W ]11 eh—m-

- IFigure 1 is a per Spectlve \*1ew 1111151}1‘%1110
my improvement in use; Fig. 2, a side eleva-
tion of the device; I‘lﬂ 3, a vertical trans-
verse section ol the same, taken onlinexz xin

IFig. 2; and Fig, 4, a view partly in vertical

section. | |

Like letters and figures of reference indi-

cate corresponding parts in the different fig-

ures of the drawings. |

My invention relates to a device for at-
taching postage-stamps to letters, &e.; and it
consists in certain novel features hereinafter
tully set forth and claimed, the object being
to produce a simple, cheap, and effectwe de-
vice of this character.

The nature and operation of the improve-
ment will be readily understood by all con-

versant with such matters from the follow-
1ng explanation:

In the drawings, A represents the body of

the device, whleh consists of a rectangular
box of a diameter slightly greater than the
stamps. The box is open at its bottom 0. A
moistener I3 is fitted to slide vertically on one
side of the box, said moistener comprising a
tank provided in its top with a supply- -duct
. A dauber f, of felt or similar absorbent
material, projects from the bottom of the tank.

A vertieaﬂy-armnged fork ¢ is secured to one

tted to slide on a
grooved block /v on the body A. The box Ain
the sides adjacent to the moistener is slotted
centrally and vertically at ¢, from its mouth
b to ils top 7. Said slots are covered by flat
springs m, secured by one end, at p, to the
box, the lower or free ends of said springs
bemﬂ‘ bent inward at right angles, forming

sicle of the tank and-is fi

arms t, (see TFig. a) which project pmtml]} | comprising a box or holder combined with a

o —b—

across the mouth of the box or holder, and
are adapted to support the stamp D therein.
An ejector or plunger-block v is fitted to
slide in the holder A. (See Fig. 4.) daid
block has an undercut groove w, in whichtwo
cam-bloeks i are fitted to shde, the toes of

said cams projecting into the slots ¢, respect-

ively, of said holder. A plunger-bar C, pro-
vided with a knob or handle z, Is ﬁ_tted t.o
slide vertically through the top 7 of the hold-
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er, and is cushioned or supported by a coiled

spring 15. A plate 16 prevents the plunger
from rotating in the box, and a pin 17 pre-
vents it from being withdrawn too far.

curved or cam-shaped at 18 to adapt 1t to be
projected between the cam-blocks vy, spread-
ing said blocks and forcmn them against the
flat spring-holders m.

In the use of my improvement the stamps
D are arranged in a pile and inserted in the
holder A, with the gummed sides toward 1ts
mouth, in which they are retained by the
spring-arms 7, which engage the outer stamp,
as shown in I‘m 3. The tank of the moist-
ener B 18 ﬁlled W11:]1 water, which moistens
the pad 7. Said pad is drawn across that por-
tion of the envelope 1I (see Fig. 1) or other
article to which 1t is desired to a: 11?. the stamp.

The plunger-bar C is then forced downward

against the pressure of the spring 15.  This
drives the plunger-block v aﬂ'funst the plle of
stamps D. ) S
said barspreads the cams vy, driving them into
the slots 72, and foreing the free ends of the
springs m outward, as saown by dotted lines
in Kig. 3. The frummecl sutrface of the outer
Stcl‘mp coming in to contact with the moistened
envelope adheres thereto. The plunger-bar
being released is forced upward by the spring
15, freemn‘ the cams ¥ and permitting the
springs o fly inward, their arms ¢ passing
over the stamp thus attached and preventing
others from falling. The device may be rap-
idly operated, consecutively placing all the
stamps in the holder as the plunger i1s op-
erated.

Having thus explalned my invention, what
I claim is—

1. A device for attaching postaﬂ'e -stamps,

The-
lower or inner end of the plunger-bar is
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At the same tlme the head 18 of '
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plunger-bloclk therein, cam-plates fitted to

slide on said bloek, a spring-cushioned plun-

ger-par for spreading said plates, and springs
actuated by said plates for releasing the
stamps from said holder, substantially as de-
seribed.

2. In a deviece of the character described, a

‘box or holder provided with slots in its walls,

1n combination with flat springs disposed in
sald slots and having arms projecting into
the mouth of said holder, a plunger fitted to
slide in the box, and cams for spreading said
springsas the plungerdescends, substantially
as described. -

3. In a device of the character described,

~the combination of 2 stamp-holder, a plunger

for forcing the stamps therefrom, spring-arms
detachably retaining the stamps therein, and
cams on saild plunger for moving said arms
to release the stamps, substantialiy as de-
seribed. |
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4 In a deviece of the character described,
the slotted holder provided with the retain-
ing-spring, in combination with a plunger
provided with sliding cam-plates fitted to
work in said slots, and a spring-cushioned
plunger-bar adapted to spread said plates,
substantially as and for the purpose set forth.

5. In a device of the character described,
the holder A, provided with slots 7 and retain-
ing-springs m, in combination with a plunger

fitted to slide in said holder, sliding cams on

said plunger working in said slots, and a plun-
oer-bar for conjointly actuating the plunger
and spreading said cams, substantially as set
forth.

WATLTER W. HAMILTON.
Witnesses: . .

WALTER C. DUNNELS,
LLORENZO DUNNELS.
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