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1o @ZZ whom it nw,y CONCErn:

Be it known that I, WinLiam H. LA Foun-
TAINE, & citizen of the United States, resid-

g at Cleveland, in the county of Cuyahoga

and State of Ohio, have invented a new and
usetul dafeguard for Cars, of which the tfol-

Jowing is a Spemﬁcatlon

Thisinventionr elatesto mfeﬂ uards forcars,

and has for its object to plOVlde a self- ad-—-

justing grating between the platforms of cars
coupled together; and the invention consists
in the combumtmn and adaptation of a grat-
ing uniting the platfor ms, susceptible of con-
f01 ming 1t%elf to the various motions that two

cars have while traveling relative to making |

curves or any vibrating -motions vertical or
sidewise. .
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is

a perspective view of the ends of two cars

having my improved safeguard attached Dbe-
Iig. 2 1s a top or plan view of
Fig. 3 is a sectional view

the grating. Fig. 4 is a perspective view of

3! pmhon of said tubular bars, showing man-

ner of attaching them to a supporting rod or
bar and the manner of suspending the grat-
ing to the platform. Fig. 51is a perspective
view of a set of grating-bars as seen between
theplatforms, showing a modified form of con-

structing the joints and hanging for the heads

of the tubular bars. Fig. b 18 an enlarged
view of some of the said heads,, showing ‘[heu
construction in detail.
A A represent the end sills of car-pl.:ztfm mSs.
B B are tubular bars attached to open
heads b b, provided with ears or lugs perfo-
rated for loosely hanging them on the Sup-
porting rods or bars C C.

D D arealsotubular barsor rods of smaller
diameter than the bars B and capable of

*

— e p——— . —

~being telescopically inserted in the said bars |

B.
ing lugs or ears perforated forattaching them
to suppoxtmn* rods or bars E.

In Figs. 5 and 6 the heads b d are shown
mth double -jointattachments. The support-
ing-bars have slotted or double ears g ¢, in
WhlGh a block 1is pivoted to have lateral mo-
tion. Theheads b®have double or bifureated
ears or lugs f, and they are pivotally attached

to the said blocks to have vertieal motion.

This provides for permitting the grating-bars
to have easy lateral and vertlccﬂ movements

In the instance of the single lug or ear on
the heads the method of attachmﬂ them to

porting-rods short sleeves e between each lug,

| for the purpose of retaining the bars equi-

distant apart. Upon the suppmtmﬂ' rods or
bars C E are provided hooks F for suspend-

ing the guard in eyes or staples G, fixed to
-the front side of the sills A.

The supporting-bars C E extend downward
at the sides and are also provided with bars,
as seen in Fig. 1, to provide protection at the
side down to near the track.

The adaptability of this grating to accom-
modate itself to the cars in going around a
curve is seen by dotted lines in Fig 2, 2, and
tothe vertical vibratory movemem of the cars,
as seer in Hig. 5.

Javing deseubed my- mv’entlon I claim as

follows:

In a car-platform guard, the combination,
R with teleseopw&lly-umted tubular bars B D

of the open heads 0 b, provided with ears or
lugs perforated, and the supporting-rods E,
the hooks I, and eyes or staples G, almnﬂed
to. oper ate substantially as. Speclﬁed
WILLIAM H. LA T I‘OU’\T" "AINE.
Witnesses:
GEO. W. TIBBITTS,
E.J AY PINNDY

They are cﬂso provided with heads d, hav-
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the supporting-rods is to slip onto the sup-
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