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Lo all whom it may concern:

be 1t known that I, WILLIAM G, ENTREKIN,
a citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, haveinvented
certain Improvements in Photographic Back-
grounds, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

the object of my invention is to provide a
photographie backeround by the use of which
a lithographic background effect may be pro-
duced in the finished picture and the figure
brought out with any desired degree of prom-
inence. This object T attain in the manner
hereinafter set forth, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings, in which—

IFigure 1 is a view illustrating the char-
acter of my improved photographic back-
ground and the manner in which it is used,
and Iig. 21is a view of a picture produced by
the use of my improved background.

In making many photographs, especially
inwhat is known as “celebrity work,” the use
of ordinary photographic backgrounds is ob-

jectionable, as they lessen the importance of -

the figure, which in many cases is consid-
ered a great defect, as in this class of work
what may be termed a ““lithographic back-
ground effect” is a desideratum—that is to
say, & background in monotone, or having

only such shading as will not detract from

the prominence of the figure, but will tend
rather to bring the figure out into stronger
relief. My improved background provides
for the attainment of such an effect in the
finished picture, and said background con-
sists, simply, of a sheet A, of any desired

material—for instance, textile fabric coated.

with colored sizing, such as is ordinarily em-
ployed for window-shades and like purposes.
This sheet A 1s preferably mounted at the
upper end upon a bar «, supported in any
sultable manner at the proper height above
the floor, the lower portion of the sheet be-

ing preferably wound upon a roller b,so that ;

the latter may be rolled out upon the floor
of the studio to any required distance in
front of the upper supporting-bar a, thus pro-
viding a base of any desired dimensions,
which will be In one continuous piece with
the background, and will eurve npward to
meet the same, so that there will be no line
where the background meets the floor, as in
ordinary practice. IHence in the finished pic-

ture the figare will be brought out upon a
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I background which may be of uniform tone

throughout, or may simply have such shad-
ing as is desired to give the required litho-
oraphic effect in the picture.

Another advantage of my improved back-

eground 1s that even lighting of the same is

rendered possible by the facility which is
afforded for changing the angle at which it
hangs from the upper supporting-bar, and
any design which may be formed upon the
background for the sake of producing the
desired lithographie effect will be elearly and
sharply reproduced in the finished picture,
owing to the fact that the angle or curve of
the background may be so arranged as to
bring it wholly within the effective radius of
the lens.

Having thus described my invention, I

claim and desire to secure by Letters Tat-

ent—

1. A photographic background consisting
of a strip or sheet without pictorial orna-
mentation, said sheet being curved forward
at the base and extending so far forward
from the background as to form a floor-
ground upon which the subject may stand,
whereby a finished pieture may be produced
in which there is no meeting line between the
background and the floor-ground, substan-
tially as specified. |

2. Thewithin-deseribed photographie hack-
ground, consisting of a suspended flexible
sheet without pictorial ornamentation, said
sheet being curved forward at the base and
extending so far in advance of the back-
ground as to form a floor-ground upon which
the subject may stand, substantially as speei-
fied.

5. Thewithin-deseribed photographic back-
ground, consisting of a flexible sheet suspend-
ed from a bar at its upper end and having a

55

60

75

30

Q0

surplus portion wound upon a roller at the

lower end, so that it can be readily extended
to form a floor-ground projecting to a greater
or less extent in advanece of the hanging por-
tion or background, substantially as speci-
fied.

In testimony whereof I have signed my

name to this specification in the presence of

two subscribing witnesses.
WAM. G. ENTREKIN,
YWitnesses:
R. SCHLEICHER,
ITARRY SMITH.
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