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Be it known that I, LEWIS A. GATES, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing in the city
and county of San Francisco, State of Cali-
fornia, have invented an Improvement in
Adjustable Lettering Devices; and I hereby
declare the following to be a fall, clear, and
exact description of the sane.

My invention relates to whatIterm an “ad-
justable lettering device.” -

It consists of a frame-work having a series
of horizontal parallel wires, and in econnection
therewith of letters, figures, or characters hav-
ing flexible extensions or spurs, which are
bent over so as to engage the wires and hold
the letters orcharacters at any desired point.

Referring to the accompanying drawings

for a more complete explanation of my inven-

tion, IFigure 1 is a face view of my device.
Fig. 21is a rear view of one of the letters,

showing the means for fastening.

A 18 a closed frame, which may be made of
any suitable or desired dimensions, bounded
by the.four sides,asshown,and Bis a series of
slender wires, which are stretched horizon-
tally parallel with each other from side to
side of the frame. |

C C are letters, which are formed by stamp- |
ing or cutting out of brass or other sheet
metal or suitable material, and they are made |
with projecting points or tongues D at the
top and bottomof each letter. Thesetongues
are formed at such a distance apart that
when they are bent over behind the letter

| they'will hook over the wires B, and will thus 35

hold the letters in place upon the wires.
It will be manifest that these letters may

be placed upon the wires in any desired po-

sition, so as to form signs or other advertis-
ing or ornamental work. They are easily re- 40
moved by simply compressing the wires upon
which anyletteris hooked toward each other,

L

when they may be unhooked and taken off

and their positions changed or other letters

substituted for them. By this construction 45
any style of letter orany change of sign may

be had, the frames being always useful for -
any sign that it may be desired to make.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let- 5o
ters Patent, is— :

The combination of a frame bounded by
four sides and having wires fixed in two of
sald sides and extending parallel with each
other from end to end of the frame, and me- 55
tallicletters having projecting tongues at the
top and bottom only, said torngues being
formed integral with the letters and adapted
to be bent over the wires, whereby the letters
are secured in place and adjusted along the 6o

- wires, as herein deseribed. |

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand. | |

LEWIS A. GATES.

Witnesses: |
- S. H. NOURSE,
H. C. LEg.
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