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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

DINOAMIN A

STENENS, OF TOLEDO, OO

TELEPHONE BOX OR CABINET.

ECIFI1CATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 445,721, dated Febiruary 3, 1891,

Application filed May 2G, 1890, Serial No, 353,206, +No model.)

1o all whone it wicy concern:

De it known that I, BENJAMIN .\, STEVENS,
ot Toledo, in the county of Luecas and State of
Ohio, have invented eertain new and usefal
Improvements in a Telephone Dox or Cabi-

net; and I do hereby declare that the follow-. |

ing is a full) elear, and exact deseription of
the mvention, which will enable othersskilied
1 the art 1o whiceh it appertains to make and
nse the same, reference beine had to the ae-
companyingdrawings, and to theletters of ref-
crence marked thereon, whieh form parvt of
this specification.

This invention relates to a telephone box
or eabinet. |

[leretofore it has been customary in busi-
ness estabhishments to have the telephone lo-
cated either in the private oflice or in an outer
room where ready aceess ¢in be had 1o it hy
any of the employés. 1t has been found in
practice that the former arrangement is ob-
Jectionable, for the reason that its use would
disturh those occupying that room, and the
lalter for the reason that messages of a pri-
vate character cannot be sent without malk-
Ing the same known toall presentin the room
in which the instrument was located.

It1stheobjectof thisinvention to overcome
these obstaeles by producing a telephone box ;

or cabinet which shall be of such construetion
that while the alarnmuwill be plainly audible,
the message sent will e inaudible to those in
the room in whiceh the eabinet is located.

A further object is 1o produce a “Lknock-
aown ”’ telephone-cabinet, whereby it may be
shipped from the factory to the purchaser
and set up without the necessity of emplaying
skilled lahor for that purpose.

A further objeet is to produce a telephone
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box or cabinet which shall be simple of ¢on-
struction, ellicient and durable in use, and |

comparatively inexpensive of production.
With these objeets in view the invention
consists in providing a suitable casing con-
taining a telephone with a series of normally-
open sound-vents and means wherceby the said

vents are closed when the telephone is in use. |

The invention further consists in providing

A casing containing a telephone with a series

of normally-open sound-vents, slides having
openings adapted normally to register with
the sound-vents in the easing, and mechan-
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1Ism connecting with the slides to ¢ause them

| to close the said vents, and thus prevent the

sound from leaving the eabinet when the in-
strument is used.

The invention still further cousists in pro-
viding a casing with a series of sound-vents
and mechanism for opening and closing the
same, and also with a non-resonant eciling or
parvtition having an air-vent, wherehy the oc-
cupant of the cabinet will be supplied with
alr withoutleaving the doorof the casingajar
for that purposec.

T'he invention <Gl Turther con=ists in pro-
viding means for insulating the eabinet from
the floor.

The invention finally consists in the varions
novel detatls of construction ol a telephone
box or cabinef, as will be hereinafter fully
desceribed in the specifieation, illnstrated in
the drawings, and more partienlariy pointed
out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification, and in which like
numerals ol reference indicate corresponding
parts, 1 have illustrated one form of cabinet
cimbodying the essential features of my in-
vention, although the same may he carried
Into effect in other wayvs without in the least
departing from thespiritthereof and in these
drawings—

Figurce Lisa perspective viewol the complete
cabinet, showing it as 1t appears when ready
foruse. lig. 2 isasimilar view with the door
and oune =ide removed, showine the internal
construction of the deviee: and g, 0 1s
vertical seetional view showing more particu-
larly the arrangement of the slides forecover-

~ing the sound-vents,

Referring to the deawings, | and 2 desie-
nate the sides of the cabinet: 5, the back: 1,
the front, which tn this instance forms the
doot, and » the top.  The sides, hack, and top
are sceured together Ly serews 6 or othev
equivalent form of fastening deviee which
will admit of being removed for the purpose
of taking the cabinet to pieces when desired.

Within the cabinet, and preferably to the
back therecof, i3 sceured the telephone 7, and
at a point adjacent thereto, and preferably in
the sides 1 and 2, are formed a series of sound-
vents 8, through which the alarm from the
telephone may e heard. The sound-vents

SN
L2

{10

(:

LA

I:’II

il |
! iy

S

U5

[(CO



10

.+
L

40

445

»

=
é

$3
i

1

arce closed and opened by neans of twoaper- L wirvs tnore or less danger adtending the wse
of telephones during thander-storms, an in-
C<alator 25 s emploved, which will thusbreak

tarei] slides 90 whiely e held i place upon
the sides of the cabinet by pins or holts T,
which enenece slots Tl formed in the satd
<lides. The apertnres 12 in these <lides nor-
mally register with ithe apertures S oin the

sides, as shown 1n Fies 2, and inovder todraw |

(hie slides over the apertures in the sides so
as 1o close the same, o shatt 15 0s provided,
which i< journaled near the hottom ol the
abinet, and Gurries two eranks T to whiel
are connected two rod< 10, secared one to each
of the slides, and a foot-piece 16 for partiadly
rotating the said shaft.

AL a point adjaecent to the teiephone 1s ar-
ranged a shelf 17, whichservesasa deskupon
which writing may be done or as a support
for the elbow of the operator, and upon cach
of the rods 15 is rigidly secured a collar 15,
between which and the said shelfare mounted
springs 19, the normal tendeney of which 1s
to keep the apertures in the sides and slides
in line.

Having thus fully deseribed my deviee, 1
will explain the manner of its operation.
When the alarm from the telephone sounds,

the operator opens the door 4, which 1s kept

normally closed by means ol a weight 20 or
its cquivalent, and steps upon the foot-plece
16, thus pavtially rotating the shalt 13, and
through the rods 15 drawing down the slides
and closine the sound-vents, light being ad-

and door of the same.
taking the message air is supplied to lum
throngh an opening 22 in the top 5, and
throngh an opening 2J 1nanon-resonant par-

tition 24, the Tunction of which is to deaden

the sound and prevent what is being spoken
within the eabinet from being heard by those
without.
he steps oft the foot-piece 16, when the slides,
throuch the ageney of the springs 14, will be
caused to resiune their normal position, and
thus open the sound-vents.  As therve 18 als
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coonmunication befween theoperator and the
loor of the bhuildine,  The insnlator may be
af any suitable material and made in the Form
ol i base, as shown g o, if desived, the ¢asing
neay be elevated upon legs nide of alike ma-
teriad.,

L would Tave it distinet]ly understood that
i do not limit myself to the exaet construace-
tion c¢laimed herein, but may vary thervefrom
in carrving my invention into effect.

[aving thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I elaim as new, and desire to seeure by
Letters Patent, 18 —

1. In a telephone box or cabinet having i
series of sound-vents, devices for normally
holding the vents open, and mechanism actu-
ated in the use of the eabinet for elosing the
vents,

2. A telephone box or cabinet having a se-
ries of normally-open sound-vents, slides hav-
ine openings adapted normally to register
with the said sound-vents, and mechianism
connecting with the said slides to canse them
to open or close the said vents.

3. In a telephone box or cabinet having
serios of sound-vents and a non-resonant cetl-
ing provided with an air-vent, devices tor
normally holding the sound-vents open, and

“mechanism actuated inthe use of thecabinet
mitied to the interiorof the cabinet by means |
of panes of glass 21, which are setinthesides

While the operator s

for ¢losing saud vents.
£. Tn a telephone box or cabinet having a
series of sound-vents, a non-resonant ceiling

~or partition, and an insulated base or support,

Assoon as the operatorhas linished

-_-— . —— . .-

devices for normally holding the sound-vents
open, and mechanism actuated in the use ol
ihie cabinet for closing satd vents,

In testimony that I elaim the foregoimng as
my own I hereby affix my signature in pres-
cnee of Lwo Witnesses,

BDENJAMIN A STEVIENS
Witnesses:
R. M., KiLLiorT,
(. .\. KEEN.
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