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Lo all whom ¢t may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES H. VoLL, a
citizen of the United States, residing in the
city and county of San I'rancisco, State of

California, have invented an Improvement in

Envelope-Fasteners; and I hereby declare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the same. _- |
My invention relates to the class of envel-
ope-tasteners; and it consistsin the improved
fastener the particular construction and use
of which will be hereinafter fully described,
and its features of novelty pointed out in the

elaim.
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~1ng the fastener applied.
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The object of my invention is to provide a
simple and effective fastener adapted to be so
applied to envelopes that they cannot by any
possibility be opened without mutilation.
~ Referring to the accompanying drawings
for a more complete explanation of myinven-
tion, Figure 1 is a view of my fastener before
being bent for use. Fig. 2 is a view of the
fastener, showing it bent and ready for appli-
cation. Fig.3is a view of the back or reverse

side of an envelope, showing the holes made

In it preparatory to the application of my
tastener. Fig. 4 is a view of the same, show-
Fig. 5 is a view of
an envelope cut along its bottom, its face be-
1ing raised up to show the inside of the envel-
ope back, and the inner end of the fastener
being slightly raised to show the flanging of
the eyelet which binds the meeting edges of
the back together. |

The fastener A, Fig. 1, is a strip of metal.
StIff sheet brass or tin will answer. On. one
end 1t 18 provided or formed with araised die
t, and on the other end it is provided or
formed with an eyelet ¢’. In practice the die
and eyelet will be struck up from the strip
1tself, so that the whole will be a single inte-

T'o prepare the envelope B, Fig. 3, for the
application of the fastener, a hole b is made
through the free fly &’ of the envelope and
through the overlapping edges of the under-
lying side flaps 0% A slit 0° is made through
the lower flap 0* at a point below the free fly,

and this slit may or may not pass also through |

50 thesidelaps. Theslit may also have a curved

hole 0° in connection with it to permit the

|
|

| ready entrance of the die ¢ without tearing

the paper. Where the lower flap §* is long
enough, the hole 6 passes through it also.
Now thestrip A is bent centrally transversely,
as shown in Fig. 2. Then the lower or die
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portion or end is passed through the §lit 63,

(the hole 0° permitting its readier entrance,)
extending upwardly inside of the envelope to
a point where its die lies directly below the
hole b, while the eyelet end or portion extends
upwardly outside of the envelope to a point
where its eyelet is directly above the hole b.
The position of the outer portion is shown in
Fig. 4, and it will be seen that it stretches
across the point of the free fly 0’. The posi-
tion of the inner portion is shown in Fig. 5.

‘Now the outer portion is pressed down so that

1ts eyelet passes into hole 0, its inner end pass-
ing through the free fly and through the side
flaps. Sufficient pressure being applied in
any suitable manner causes the inner end of
the eyelet a” to bear down upon and about the
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die a, so that said die flanges the eyelet end,

as shown in Fig. 5, upon the inner side of the
envelope, thereby securing the free fly and
the two side flaps, while the lower flap is se-
cured by the bend of the fastener. Therefore
the several parts of the envelope are perfectly
fastened together and cannot be released with-
out mutilation. |
~Having thus described my invention, what I

claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, is—
A fastener for envelopes, consisting of a

strip of bendable metal, one end of which is

passed into the envelope and the other lies

fly,said inner end having a die integral there-
with and said outer end having an integral
eyelet on the same side as the die, said eyelet
passing through the fly and underlying flaps
of the envelope and adapted to be flanged
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‘without it and crosses the point of the free

Q0

within the envelope bv contact with the die,

substantially as herein desecribed.
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my

‘hand. | |
CHARLES II. VOLL.
Witnesses: | '
S, . NOURSE,
H. C. LEE. |
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