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Lo all whom ©t may concern.
Be it known that I, NICHOLAS WILSON, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Becket,

in the county of Berkshire and State of Mas-

sachusetts, have invented new and useful Im-
prov pmpnts in Processes for Treating Ilides

- and Skins in Tanning the Same, of Whl@h the
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following is a speelﬁcm}on

This 111\*'@11‘r1011 relates to the tledtment of
the hides or skins of animals, &¢.,in the pro-
cessof tanning them; and it consists 1n treat-
ing the hides or skins after they have been
subjected to the action of lime 1n the lime-
pits in the usual manner to solutions or
c,ompoundb substantially as hereinafter de-
seribed.

In this invention the 111{“1@5 or blxll]S are first
subjected to the action of lime in the usual
manner. Y hen so properly treated , they are

removed from the lime-pit and placed in a

tank or reservoir containing the following so-
lution: About three poundsof sulphuricacid,
about three pounds of borax, and about three
pounds of Glauber’s salt, theseingredients be-
ing thoroughly mixed with about five or six
barrels of water, or sufficient water to cover,
when in the tank, about one hundred and
fifty hides or skins. After being placed In
this solation, if they are not aglmted in any
manner, then the hides or skins should re-
main in the solution about thirty-six (36)
hours; but if the solution and the hides or
skins are in a tank provided with a wheel,
&e., for stirring or agitating ithem then ..-,Lbout
ﬁve hours will be Sutﬁcu}m for 1110 proper ac-
tion of the solution.

The treatment of the skins in the Solutlon_

above described constitutes what 1s termed
by tanners as the “bating” step in the pro-
cess of tanning a hide; in other words, the
treatment of the latter, whereby the lime that

they may have taken up in the aforesaid lime

treatment is entirely neutralized.
After the treatment of the hides in the so-
lution above described they are then depos-

ited for a second treatment in an ordinary
bark-liguor, to which is added about three (3)
pounds of muriatic acid and about fifty (50)
pounds of common salt.

The quantity of |

are added is about one thousand (1, OOO) gal-
lons of six degrees strength. The addltlon
of said muriatic acid and salt to the bark-
liguor, as aforesaid, serves to precipitate all
foreign substances in the liquor and to pre-
vent any fermentation thereof, and the ac-

tion of these ingredients in Lhe solution so

formedis tosof ten and renderthe 111des soaked
therein more plump. |

The above-described tr eatmunt of the hides
in a solution of water, sulphuric acid, borax,
and Glauber’ssaltfor 11eut1' alizing thelime in

rily treating them subsequently to the solu-
tion of bark-liquor, muriatic acid, and salt,
and also the hides may be treated to the ac-
tion of thelatter-named solution without nec-
essarily submitting them to the action of the
above-described Solutlon for neutralizing the
lime in the hides.

Having now described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18—

1. In the process of tanning hides or skins
after they have been subjected to the action
of lime for removing haiv, &c., the treating ot
themw to a solution consisting of water, sul-
phuricacid, borax, and Glauber’ssalt,in about
the proportions stated, for 1leutlahz1nﬂ the
Iime thu*em, and subsequenthf reatmn sald
skins in the ordinary bark-liquor, to which is
added muriatic acid and common saltin about
the proportions stated, whereby all foreign
substances in said liquor are precipitated and
the skins soaked therein are rendered softer

“and more plump, substantially as set forth.

2. In the process of tanning hides or skins

- after they have been sub;]ected to the action

of lime forremoving hair, &e., the treating of
them to a solution eonm%tmrr of water, sul—
phurie acid, borax,and Gl.:mbel ssalt,1n about
the proportions stated, for nentmhzmn the
lime therein, subsmmlaﬂy as set forth.,

NICHOLAS WILSOX.

Witnesses:
- H. A. CHAPIN,
W. D. BALLOT.
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