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To all whom it may concern:
- Beitknown thatI, HERMAN A.J. RIECKERT,
of the city, county, and State of New York,

have invented a new and Improved Envelope,

of which the following is'a full, clear, and ex-
act description. |

The object of the invention is to provide a |

new and improved envelope especially de-

signed for shipping valuable documents,

money, &c., and serving to prevent the open-
Ing, by steaming or otherwise, of the envelope,
rifling it of its contents, and resealing it by
dishonest employés or other unauthorized
persons during the transportation of the en-
velope and its contents.

The invention consists of an envelope pro-
vided in its back and cover-flap with open-
ings and a separate flat strip adapted to en-
gage the sald openings to interlock the back
with the covering-flap.

The invention also consists of certain parts
and detalls and combinations of the same, as
will be fully deseribed hereinafter, and then
pointed out in the claims. |

Reference isto be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate

corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a plan view of the blank for
forming the envelope. Fig. 2 is a perspective
view of the envelope in an open position.
Fig.5isa planviewof the envelope ina partly-
closed position, and Fig. 4 is a plan view of
the envelope sealed. -

The improved envelope is made of a blank
A, cut in the shape illustrated in Fig. 1, and
provided with the usual front B, the side
flaps C and D, the bottom flap E, and the cov-
ering-flap ¥. In forming the envelope from
the blank A the side flaps C and D are over-
lapped and fastened together at the overlap-

ping ends by gum or other suitable means,

and the bottom flap K is then folded onto the

side flaps. C and D and gummed or otherwise

fastened to the same, so as to form the back
for the envelope, which is now ready to re-
ceive the documents, money, &e., for trans-
portation. The bottom flap E is provided

with the slots G and G/, arranged parallel
with each other and with an opening H, lo-
cated between the two slots G and G" and

| forming for the same the intermediate parts

I and Y/, which remain ungummed. The cov-
ering-flap T is provided with two openings J
and J’, arranged alongside of each other and
forming the intermediate part K, which is
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gummed with the rest of the covering-flap,

as is plainly shown in Fig. 1. The openings
J and J’ are arranged in such a manner that
when the flap is folded onto the bottom flap
E said openings pass over the parts I and I,
respectively, at the same time exposing the
slots G and G’ to view at the rear—that1s, the
openings J and J’ are made somewhat longer
than the parts I and I’, and the part IC be-
tween the said openings is narrower than the
opening L.

When the covering-flap F is folded onto the
bottom flap E and gummed to the same after

the envelope has been filled, then the strip L,

of stiff eard-board, wood, metal, or other suit-

able material, can be inserted endwise into

the slots G and G/, so as to be pushed along
under the part I or I’ to pass over the part K
of the covewing-flap ¥, then to again pass
under the part I or I/, to finally pass through
the slots G and G’, so that the ends of the
said strip rest on the top of the covering-flap
F, asis plainly shown in Fig. 3. The strip L
is preferably gummed on both sides, and be-
fore introducing it into the envelope, as above
described, the gum is moistened on bothsides,
so as to firmly adhere to parts of the side
flaps C ‘D, parts of the bottom flap E, and
parts of the covering-flap I'.  In order to seal
up the ends of the strip L, the covering-flap
F is provided with sealing-flaps N and N, ar-
ranged in such a manner that when the strip
is inserted and the flaps N and N’ are folded
ontothe covering-flap I they pass over the end
of the strip L and part of the parts Land I’ of
the bottom flap I, so that the ends of the strip I.
are invisible from the outside, it being under-
stood that the flaps N and N’ are gummed on
their frontsides, as indicated by shading lines
in Fig. 3. In order to finally seal the envel-
ope, a gummed stamp O is pasted over the
middle part of the strip L. on the covering-
flap ¥, part of the stamp I’ passing over the
parts I and I, as is plainly shown in Fig. 4.
It will be seen that the strip L 1s com-

lpletely hidden from view, and in order to
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open the envelope it would be necessary to
cut 1t before it could be rifled of its contents.

It is understood that envelopes as hereto-
fore constructed were subjected to a steam
bath or other process by dishonest employés
and other unauthorized persons, by which
process the several gummed flaps could be
opened to permit of removing the contents of
the envelope and resealing the same without
showing any traces as to how the contents
were removed.

In the envelope shown and deseribed the
steaming or similar process will not have
much effeet, as the strip I, is gcummed on its
under side to the several flaps C, D, E, and
I, and the several flaps aregummed one upon
the other, and finally the strip I. itself is
sealed, so that it will be next to an impossi-
bility to loosen the strip I. by steam or other
means without destroying the envelope.

Having thus fully described my invention,
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent—

1. An envelope provided with openings in

\

25 its back and covering-flap, in combination |

444,651

with a flat strip Interwoven in said openings
and locking the flap to the back, suhstantially
as desecribed.

2. An envelope provided with two slotsand

an opening between the slots in its back and

with two openings in its covering-flap, in
combination with a strip interwoven in said
slots and openings, the said strip passing un-
der the parts of the back between the slots
and opening and over the part of the flap be-
tween the openings therein, substantially as
herein shown and deseribed.

3. The combination, with an envelope pro-
vided with an opening and slots in its back
and with openings in its covering-flap, of a

separate strip adapted to be interlaced in the

sald openings and slots, with its ends resting
upon the covering-flap, and gummed flaps
formed on the said covering-flap and adapted

to seal up the ends of the said strip, substan-

tially as shown and described.
HERMAN A. J. RIECKERT.
Witnesses:
THEO. G. HOSTER,
EDGAR TATE.
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