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To all whonv it may CoOnCer:

Be it known that I, OLIVER S. GARRETSON,
of the city of Buffalo, in the county of Erie
and State of New York, have invented new
and useful Improvements in School Furni-
ture, of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates more particularly to
an improvement in the means whereby the

“wooden parts of school seats or desks and
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other furniture are secured to the iron frames
thereotf. | |

The object of my invention 1s to provide a
fastening which dispenses with loose or de-
tachable pieces for fastening the parts to-
gether, and enables a seat-back or other
wooden part of the proper curvature to be
ecasily and securely attached to the iron frame.

My invention consists to that end of the
improved fastening which will be hereinaf-
ter fully set forth, and pointed out in the

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 1s
o sectional elevation of a school-seat pro-
vided with my improvement. Fig. 2 18 a
fragmentary bottom plan of the seat with the
tongue in section, on an enlarged scale. Ifig.
9 is a cross-section in line z x, Fig. 2. Figs. 4
and 5 are fragmentary bottom plans of the
seat, showing modified forms of my improved
fastening. |

T.ike lotters of reference indicate like parts

in the several figures.

A represents the standard of the frame of.

the school-seat, and B the seat-arm hinged

thereto. | . '
C represents the seat resting on the seat-

L',

D represents the tongue formed lengthwise
on the upper side of the seat-arm, and K the
groove formed in the under side of the seat C.

As tepresented in Figs. 1, 2, and 3, the
tongue D is of dovetail form in cross-sec-
tion and of serpentine form lengthwise, and
made of the same form, but
wider, so that the groove of the
be dropped over the tongue of the
frume upon placing the groove in such a
position with reference to the tongue that
the sides of the tongue and groove are paral-
lel with each other. This being done the
soat is secured to the tongue by driving the
seat lengthwise of the tongue until the out-

slightly
seat can

| wardly-projecting portions of the tongue bind

firmly against the inwardly-projecting por-

tions of the side walls of the groove, as repre- 55

sented in Fig. 2. It will be seen that this
construction of the tongue and groove fur-
nishes numerous bearing-surfaces on diago-

“nally-opposite sides of the grooves, whereby

a secure connection of the parts is effected,

‘while the linear movement of the parts with

reference to each other, which is necessary to
secure the parts together, is very small, there-
by permitting the seat in applying it to the

| frame to be placed within a very short dis-

tance of the place which it finally occupies
in the furniture, whereby the seat and tongue
can be made of any desired curvature with-

out interfering with the facility of attach-

ment. |

The tongue can be provided with lateral
projections adapted to bind against the side
walls of the groove, as represented in Kig. 4,
or the outwardly-projecting portions can be
placed directly opposite each other on the
tongue and the inwardly-projecting portions
can be arranged similarly on the side walls ot
the groove, as represented in Fig. 5, or other
similar constructions that will accomplish the
same result in a more or less perfect manner
may be used. I prefer, however, the con-

struction represented in Figs. 1, 2, and 3, be-

cause it is simpler and more efficient and
because the groove can be cut into the wooden
part at a single operation by a cutter moved
in a serpentine path by a suitable guide. )

It is obvious that the backs and tops of
school-desks can be fastened to their frames
by the same means and that this fastening can
be applied to many different parts of furni-
ture and analogous structures in which slats,

boards, or other parts aresecured to support- -

ing-frames or other parts by means of tongues
and grooves.

My improved fagstening device enabies solid
curved backs and seats to be securely dove-
tailed to correspondingly curved arms or
standards, and dispenses with all loose or
detachable parts.
tured and the parts can be easily and quickly
driven together without the aid of skilled la-
bor or special tools for the purpose.

I claim as my invention—

1. The combination, with a board provided

It is cheaply manufac-
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withan undercut groove having serpentine or

wavy sides, of a rib or tongue having on its

sides alternate projections and depressions

adapted to enter said groove and be locked

‘therein by an endwise or longitudinal move-

ment of the tongue in the groove, substan-
tially as set forth, ' '

2. Thecombination,withasupporting-frame
provided with a dovetail tongue of serpentine
form lengthwise, of a plank provided with a

“dovetail groove of serpentine form made |

!

wider than the tongue, whereby the parts are
secured together by dropping the plank with
its groove over the tongue and moving the
tonguelengthwise in the groove, substantially rs
as set forth. o
~ Witness my hand this 12th day of June,
R OLIVER S. GARRETSON.
YWitnesses: o g - o

- JNO. J. BONNER,

CARL . GEYER.
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