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To all whom it may concermw:

| shape, are connected to the base A in any pre-

Be it known that I, THOMAS K. S. MCGRIFF, | ferred manner, and may either be composed

a citizen of the United States, residing at
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of
Illinois, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Copy-Holders; and 1 do
hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of the same, ret-
erence being had to the annexed drawings,
making a part of this specification, and to the
letters of reference marked thereon.

Figure 1 of the drawings represents a per-
spective view of my improved holder, show-
ing in dotted lines the sheet of paper or other
article in position on the ‘holder; Fig. 2, a
side elevation showing the base in section
and the spring-support or back of the holder
in two positions in dotted lines.

The present invention has for its object to
provide a simple and effective holder par-
ticularly designed for the use ot operators of
type-writing machines, books, sheet-musie,
photographs, or any other uses to. which a
device of this character would be found of
value; and the invention consists in a holder
constructed substantially as shown in the
drawings, and hereinafter described and

claimed. o |
In the accompanying drawings, A repre-

sents a suitable base, which may be of any-

material and of any suitable design,and con-
structed in any manner found best adapted
to the purpose, and, if preferred, may be
weighted and provided upon its under side
with rubber or other suitable supports a, to
prevent marring or seratching the object upon
which it rests. To this base A 1s connected,
in any suitable and well-known manner, the
back of the device, which consists of the two
wires B C,said wires extending up at an angle
to a perpendicular and also at an angle to-
ward each other where they meet at their up-
per ends, as shown at b, where they may be
rigidly connected by solder or by a clasp, or
any other preferred means. Erom the point
where the wires join they are bent outward
and around to form an ornamental end ¢ at
each side of the device, which may be of any

suitable design, and from thig point the wire

is bent to form a spring-support D. The wire

of two separate pieces of wire or a continua-
tion of the arms or wires B C, thereby form-
ing the entire holder, with the exception of
the base, of a single plece of wire.

Although designating the arms B C as the
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wires, I do not wish it understood that the

arms are composed of two separate pieces,
but, on the contrary, a single piece of wire
only is used in the construction of the arms
and the spring-support, and alsoitis preferred
that the fingers which hold the copy or other
article against the spring-support should be
of the same pieceof wire. Thefingers & may
be of any suitable construetion; but it is pre-
ferred that they have an upright portion d,
and extend out at right angles thereto, as
shown at ¢, and afterward bent or extend up-
ward and over the lower portion of the spring-
support D, and then inward, as shown at 7,
and terminating in an outwardly-curved end
g. 'This form of finger I consider the most
practical as well as simple, and would there-
fore prefer the construction shown; but I do
not, however, desire to be understood as con-
fining myself thereto, as theshape and design
of the fingers may be variously modified and
still serve the purpose intended—viz., to re-
tain the copy or other article against the sup-
port D, the fingers also forming a support for
the lower edge of the article placed against
the support. When inserting the copy or
other article in the holder, all that is neces-
sary 18 to first press back the support D, as
shown in dotted lines, Fig. 2, and place the
article so that it will rest at its lower end or
edge upon the angular portions e of the fin-
gers K, when the holder D will spring back

against the article and firmly hold it in place.
It will be seen that the device is very sim-

ple, as it can be made from a single piece of
wire bent into shape and suitably connected
to its base. This base, however, may be dis-
pensed with in some instances, and in place
thereof the holder may be connected to the
type-writing machine, desk, table, or other
object where 1t is desirable to have it, the
holder being connected to an arm extending
from the object or connected thereto in any

fingers E, which may be of any desirable | well-known and desirable manner.
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In the construction of this holder I desire [ 2. The fingers E, having the bends d ¢ fand
it understood that I reserve theright to make | terminating in curved ends ¢,in combination
any changes or modifications that would bLe | with the arms B C and the spring-support D,
considered as coming within ordinary me- | said arms being connected together at their
5 chanical skill and without departing from the | upper ends and bent outward, as shown, sub- zo
principle of my invention. | stantially as and for the purpose specified.
Having now fully deseribed my invention, In testimony that 1 claim the above I have
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by | hereunto subscribed my name in the presence

Letters Patent, is— | of two witnesses.
o 1. The wire fingers E and arms B C, said _ | _
arms being bent around and downward to TITOMAS IL S, McGRIIFL.

form a spring-support D, which is located be-
tween the arms and fingers and capable of Witnesses:
movement independent thereof, substantially HENRY LESCH,

15 as and for the purpose set forth. | JEN. BRrOOCT, Jr.
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