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To all whom it may concerw:

Be 1t known that I, ALvA OWEN, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Chicago, in
the county of Cook and State of Illinois, have
invented a new and useful Improvement in
Trusses, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. ; | -

The object of my invention is to providea
construction of truss which shall render it
readily convertible from or to an electric
truss to or from a non-electrie truss, thereby
to obviate any necessity for taking off the
truss, as is commonly done with permanently
electric trusses when the current becomes un-
comnfortable, to prevent blistering the flesh,
and permitting the use to be conveniently con-
tinued as a common or non-electric truss
without removal from the body.

My invention consiststo thisend in the con-
struction of the truss-pad by forming it of in-

sulating or 1insulated material and providing :
it with a removable and adjustable cap of |

conducting material adapted to have con-
nected with it a conductor leading from a pole
of a suitable generator of electricity.

In the accompanying drawings, Figare 1 is
a perspective view of a truss having the pad
provided with myimprovement. Figs. 2 and
dare perspectiveviews, respectively,of the cap
and pad; and IFig.4is asection tfaken through
the pad withthecap adjusted uponit, thesec-
tion being taken atthe line 4 in Figs. 2 and 3
and viewed in the direction of the arrow.

A i1s a truss, having a band » of any suit-

“able kind, and provided at one end with a pad

B. The pad illustrated is of general oval
shape and formed of hard rubber, though for
my purpose 1t may invelve any desired shape

-and material, provided the latter be non-con-

duective of eleciricity or rendered so by insu-
lation. |

C 1s the cap, formed of metal and provided
with means, such as the eye ¢, at which to
permit ready attachment to and detachment
from it of an insulated conducting-wire p, a
clasp o or hook forming the direct means for
the purposes stated, which I employ, and the

 —

conductor being supposed to lead from a suit-
able battery, which may besupported on the
truss-band », though it is not shown in the
drawings, because it constitutes no part of my
present invention. The form of the metal
cap C bestsuitingit to my purpose of an elec-
trode is that of the pad B, when the size
should be such as to adapt it to fit snugly
over the exposed surface of the pad or the en-
tire portion thereof, which is adjusted into
contact with the body, a prime requirement
being that it be readily adjustable and re-
movable. I do nof, however, wish to be con-

sidered as excluding from within the spirit of

my invention even a strip of metal adapted
to be readily fitted upon and separated from
the pad. |
What I claim as new,
by Letters Patent, is—
1. Aninsulating truss-pad B, provided with
an adjustable and removable metal cap C,

and desire to secure
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having means for connecting with it a con-

ductor p, substantially as and for the purpose
sét forth. |

2. A truss-pad B, formed of insulating ma-
terial and provided with a removable and ad-
justable metal cap C, conforming in shape to
and snuagly fitting overthe surface of the pad
to be broughtinto contact with the body,and

having means for connecting with it a con-

ductor p, substantially as and for the purpose
set forth.

3. In a truss A, the combination, with the
band 7, of a pad B, of insulating material,
and a metal cap C, conforming in shape to
and snugly fitting over the surface of the pad
to be brought into contact with the body, and
thereby adapted to be readily adjusted in
place and removed, and an eye g on the cap

“to receive a clasp o or hook for connecting &

)

conductor p with the cap, substantially as de-
sceribed. |

ALVA OWEN.

In presence of—
J. W. DYRENFORTH,
M. J. FROST.
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