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To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that I, ANDREW R. ANDERSON,
of New York city, in the county and State ot
New York, have invented a new and Im-
proved Carpet or Oil-Cloth Streteher, of which
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-

- seription.

My invention relates to a device for stretch-
ing carpet or oil-cloth floor-coverings, and
has for its object to provide a simple, inex-
pensive, and efficient stretcher which may be

- quickly and easily adjusted for use on either
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oil-cloths or carpets, and will stretch them
without injury. | |
The invention consists in certain novel fea-

tures of construction and combination of

parts of the carpet or oil-cloth stretcher, all
as hereinafter described and claimed.
- Reference is to behad to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similarletters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures
Irigure 1 is a side elevation iilustrating the
operation of my improved stretcher device in
laying an oil-cloth floor-covering, which 1s
shown in section. * Fig. 2 is a.top perspective
view of the device arranged as an oil-cloth
stretcher, and Fig. 5 is a top perspective view
showing the device adjusted in the preferred
manner for use as a carpet-stretcher.

My improved stretcher device will first be

described with more special reference to Figs.
1 and 2 of the drawings, which show 1t ad-
justed in the preferred manner for use in
stretching an oil-cloth or other floor-covering
which would be damaged by piercing it with
teeth on the stretcher-head. |

The stretcher-bar A is preferably providecl
at its back end with a knee or foot plate «,
which preferably has threaded holes o’ a’ to
receive removable spurs or teeth used when
the deviee is adjusted for stretching carpets.
At its forward end the bar A is provided with
a transversely-ranging fixed head-plate I,
which preferably inclines forward, and at
its front edge is provided with an upturned
flange D, which is pierced with a series of
holes for passage of the teeth of a carpet-
stretching plate,hereinafter mentioned. Over
this fixed head-plate B of the stretcher-bar A
is held, preferably by set-screws C C, a re-

| forms the lower relatively stationary jaw of

the oil-cloth clamp. The set-screwsC C pass
upward through holes 0’ b’ in the head-plate
B into threaded holes in the jaw-plate D,

l which at its down-bent forward part or edge

is provided with & groove ov rabbet d, with
which the upper edge of the flange b of the
head-plate I3 interlociks. -

The jaw-plate D has a coneavo-convex form,
whereby its rear concave portion offers re-
sistance against the pressure of a relatively-
movable clamping-jaw E, pivoted at e to the

‘main streteher-bar A, and the front rounded

or convexed portion of the jaw-plate D forms,
with the rounded lower forward part of the
fixed head-plate B, a continuously and verti-
cally rounded surface, which may exert harm-
less pressure on the bight of the up-bent end
of a piece of oil-cloth being laid with the
help of the stretcher device, as hereinatter
more fully described. 7The shank or neck of
the movable clamping-jaw E is preferably
arched to give more room beneath it for the
clamped end of the oil-cloth or floor-covering,
and the bent shank is provided with a luge’,
to which is pivoted at f one end of a link ¥,
the other end of which is pivoted at /'’ to the
forward part of the main operating-lever G,
which has a pointed end adapted to enter the
floor, and is preferably made in two sections
or parts or with a removable handle end g to
facilitate convenient storage or transporta-
tion. The pivots e f are preferably screws,
which may easily be removed to allow detach-

ment of the movable jaw E and permit direct:

connection of the link I with the stretcher-
bar A, as shown in Fig. 3 of the drawings,
which illustrates the adjustment of the
stretcher for operation on carpets. In this
case the spurs II II are screwed into the

stretcher-bar knee-plate holes ¢’ «’, and the:

clamp-jaw plate D is also removed,and in its
place a plate I, having teeth 7, which pass
through the holes in the flange 0 of the head-
plate B3, is held by the same screws C C, which
are passed through slots in the toothed plate
into the head-plate. When the stretcher is
adjusted, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2 of the
drawings, for operation on an oil-cloth J, the
free end j of the latter will be doubled over
the rounded ends of the two head-plates B D

movable transversely-ranging plate D, which | and passed under the clamp-jaw E, and when
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the pointed end of the operating-lever G is | its rear end or part a knee or presser plate

planted in the floor next the base-board and
the lever is pushed forward by the operator
the oil-cloth will be securely held between the
clamp-jaws D K, and all the more tightly as
the lever is pushed forward to streteh the oil-
cloth, as indicated in dotted lines in Fig. 1 of
the drawings. During this stretching oper-
ation the operator’s knee will prevent exces-
sive lifting of the back end or plate a of the
main stretcher-bar A while holding the plate
above theoil-cloth, soit willnot mar or seratch
its face. When the stretching is completed,
the operator will press the stretcher-bar to
the oil-cloth with his knee, as in dotted lines,
to clamp the cloth to the floor and prevent it
slipping backward, whereupon a tack I will
be driven into the cloth and floor to hold the
cloth until its free edge j, when released by
the stretcher-clamp, will be nailed to the floor
after the clamp-head and lever are.thrown
backward out of the way. If necessary, a

- second hold may be taken of the oil-cloth to
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stretch 1t farther after the holding-tack is ap-
plied and before its free edge is nailed to the
floor. The clamp-jaw E bites on the wrong
side of the oil-cloth. Ilence its exposed or
oufer face is not marred by the clamp.

1o use the stretcher in laying carpets, the
studs II will be set into the knee-plate «, and
the jaw-plates D E will be removed and the

toothed plate I will be applied, and the link

I connected to the streteher-bar, as shown in

Fig. 3 of the drawings, and the lever will be |

used in substantially the same way, the teeth
+ being passed through the carpet to stretch
it, and the knee-plate studs I will be foreed
through the carpet into the floor to hold the
carpet until it is seeured by tacks
understood, however, that when the device is
adjusted with the clamp-jaws for laying oil-
cloths it may be used also for stretching car-

pets in substantially the manner above de- |

scribed.

Having thus described my invention, T |

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—
1. The combination, in a carpet and oil-

cloth stretcher, of a stretcher-bar having at |

It will he |

and provided at its forward end with a fixed
clamping-jaw, a relatively-movable clamping-
Jaw pivoted to the stretcher-bar, an operat-

ing-lever, and a link connecting said lever

with the movable clamping-jaw,substantially
as described, for the purposes set forth.

2. The combination, in a carpet and oil-
cloth stretcher, of a stretecher-bar having at
1ts rear end or part a knee or presscr plate
provided with removable spurs, said bar hav-
Ing at its Torward end a fixed clamping-jaw, a
relatively movable clamping-jaw pivoted to
the stretcher-bar, an operating-lever, and a
link connecting said lever with the movable
clamping-jaw, substantially as deseribed, for
the purposes set forth.

3. Acombined earpet and oil-cloth stretcher,
consisting of a stretcher-bar provided with a
head-plate, an operating-lever, the inter-

| changeable clamp D E and toothed plate 1,

and a link connection between the bar and
lever, substantially as and for the purposes

set forth.

4. The combination, in a carpet and oil-
cloth stretcher, of a main stretcher-bar A,
having a rear knee or presser plate ¢ and a

i front head-plate 3, provided with an upturned

perforated flange b, a clamp-jaw D, held to
the head-plate, a movable clamp-jaw E, piv-

| oted to the bar A, a pointed operating-lever G,

and a link F, eonnecting said lever with the
clamp-jaw L, substantially as described, for
the purposes set forth.

5. In a carpet and oil-cloth stretcher, the
main stretcher-bar provided with a head-
plate I3, having an upturned perforated flange

b, a removable concavo-convex stationary

clamp-jaw D, held to the head-plate and hav-
ing a groove ¢ interlocking with the flange
0, a movable clamp-jaw K, pivoted to the

stretcher-bar, an operating-lever, and a link
connecting the movable jaw and lever, sub-

stantially as herein set forth.
ANDREW R. ANDIERSON.

Wilnesses: _
HENRY L. GOODWIN,
C. SEDGWICEK.
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