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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known thatI, FRANK P. FERRY,a citi-
zen of the United bt&tes, residing at Dfmbm} :
in the county of Fairfield and State of Con-

5 necticut, have invented certain new and use-
fulImpmvements in Hat-Packing Rings; and
I do hereby declare the followmfr to be N full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art

1o to which it appertains to make and use the
same.

My invention has reference to hat-packing
rings made from pasteboard or straw-board,
and which are used to separate and Support

15 a series of hats in a single package for ship-
ment, the object of my invention being to so
construct said rings that there shall be no
chafing of the hats one against the other or
aﬂ‘&m%t the edges of the rings.

20 With these ends in view my invention con-

- sists of a ring of a general cylindrical shape
to contain the hat-erown, the edges of said
ring being curled outwardly, s¢ as to present a
perfectly smooth unbroken surface for con-

23 tact with the ecrown and brim of the hat.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Figure 11s a sectional view showing a series
of hats separated and supported by my im-

- proved rings and packed in an ordinary hat-

30 box. Fig. 2 is a detail side elevation of one
of my improved rings. . I'ig. 3 1s an enlarged
cross-section of one of my improved rings.

Similar letters denote like parts in all the
figures of the drawings.

35 A is the lower ring, which rests against the
bottom of the packing-box, the upper edge of
said ring being curled outwardly to form a
bead, as shown at B, whereon the brim of the
lower hat rests.

40  C Care the rings, which are interposed be-
tween the hats, the edges of said rings being
curled outwctrdlv as shown at D, to form a
bead. |

In assembling the hats and rings the bot-

45 tom ring A is placed within the packing-box,
and the crown of the lower hat is placed
therein.

upon the brim of this hat, the crown of the
next hat being placed within this ring, sothat
so the upper curled edge of the latter supports

One of the rings C i1s then placed

the brim of this hat,and the succeeding rings
and hats are assembled in like manner.

The inner’ . face of my ring has a smooth
unbl oken surface, so that no rongh points are

presented by which the crown of the hat might ;55

be chafed, while the edges of the ring are
curved to conform to the general shape of
the hat-brim.

I am aware that packing-rings have been
made with thelr edges bound with felt or 6o
other soft material, so as not to chafe the hats;
but my invention eontmnplateq no such con-
struction.

I am also aware that a packing-support for
a single hat has been made wherein the top 63
edge has been flan oed or curled outwardly in
ord‘el to afford a non-chafing support for the
hat-brim, but this has never to my knowledge
been done, exceptin the instance of a sepa-

rable ring, and, moreover, such construction 7jo
could not be of admntaﬂe in packing a nest
of hats, since 1t 18 essentml that both the top
and bottom edges of the ring should be so
formed that the brim of the hat should not
be chafed either on the upper or under sur- 75
face. 1 therefore wish to be understood as
distinectly disclaiming any flanging or curling
of the edges of a hat-packing ring, save the
outward curling of both the top and bottom
edges of a closed pasteboard ring. 8o

Having thus fully desceribed my invention,
what 1 clmm as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

A closed pastebomd hat-packing ring of a
ceneral eylindrical shape adapted to contain 85
the crown of the hat, the inner face of said |
ring having a smooth unbroken surface,
whereby no chafing-points are presented to
the crown of the hat, while the top and bot-
tom edges of said ring are curled outwardly 9o
to form a bead, whereby a smooth contact is
afforded with the upper and under surface of
the brim of the hat, substantially as shown
and described.

In testimony whereof 1 affix my swu&tme in 95
presence of two witnesses.

FRANK P. I‘ERRY

Witnesses:

THOMAS G. BARNUH
RAFEL JENKINSON,
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