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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, GUSTAVE A. CHRIST, of
Grand Rapids, in the county of Kent and
State of Michigan, bave invented a new and
useful Improvement in Fences; and I do
hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of the same.

My invention is an improvement upon the
class of fence shown in Letters Patent of the
United States granfed to me on the 17th day
of December, 1889, and numbered 417,383.

The present improvements relate more par-
ticularly to means for holding the wire to the
post, to an improved form of ground-plate
combined with prongs by which the post is
anchored in the ground, and in the details of
construction of an anchor for holding the
wires down between the posts.

My said invention is illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 1s a side elevation of a section of

fence. I'ig. 2 1s afront view of the prongs of
the post. Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the
clip locked. [Iig. 4 is a plan view of the elip
when open. Ifig. 518 a central section of the
base-plate with prongs in position. Iigs. 6
and 7 are detail views.

In the drawings, A represents the post,
which I prefer to make of flat bar-iron, and
which when made of that material may be

from an inch and a half to twoinches in width

and three-sixteenths of an inch thick, though
1 do not confine myself to these dimensions.
When the top and facia boards are used, I
use the metal post, as shown in my said pat-
ent; but the clip 15 adapted to use with a
wooden post. The foot of the post is formed
of two flat prongs a a. These are riveted to
the foot of the post, one on each side. The
points of the post-foot, as shown in my said
patent, are made of spring metal and are

turned outward; but the elasticity of the

metal is not strictly necessary, as they may
be made of pliable metal, with only the ex-
tremity bent outward.
material, the outward curve throughout the
greater extent of the prong is the same before
being driven into the ground; but if madeof
such material that the prongs may be bent,

If made of elastlc_
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t driven into the ground, the bent points o’ act-

ing as guides and causing them to diverge as
they are driven. The ground-plates D are
made with outer edges bent downward to form
holding-flanges d, which lie parallel to the
line of the fence. 'Thepointof my invention
in this 1s in respect to the openings for the
prongs. These are cut to leave tongues e e,
these tonguesextending inwardly transverse-
ly to the fence and downwardly,so that when
the prongs are driven through against the
free ends of the tongues anyforce tending to

“draw out the prongs will cause them to draw
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upward on the tongues and to be pinched be-

tween the end of the fongues and the inner
margin of the hole,and thus be firmly locked.
The prongs a a are therefore automatically
locked in the plate by the simple act of driv-
ing, and the plate becomes a rigid part of the
the post-foot and gives it a broad and firm
base. The clip for holding the wire to the
post 18 shown at . IHeretofore the edge of
the post has been cut to form a tongue, be-
hind which the wire is lodged and held by
bending in the tongue. This weakens the
post by removal of metal on the edge, and is
otherwise objectionable.
out of a separate piece of flexiblesheet metal
approximately in theformof the letter S. Tt
has a hole for the rivet 1, by which it is held
to the post, and a lower tongue 2 in hook form
with a spaee for receiving the wire 3. It has
also an upper tongue 4, extending in one di-
rection opposite the lower and adapted to be
bent around the edge of the post. When the
post 1s put up for shipping, this tongue is un-
bent and the whole clip is riveted to the post
in a position lying wholly against the flat side
of the post,inw hlGh rever sed position no part
extends over the margin exposed to bending.

When ready to receive the wires, the clip is

‘turned, as shown, and holds the wire ﬁlmly

against the post-j being ifself held by the
tongue bent around the edge of the post. This
chp may be used with a Wooden post.
Between the posts I place upon the wires
an anchor-bar F where necessary. Itis con-
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nected to the wires by clips in the manner 1co

above specified, and the lower wire thus con-
nected to the anchor-par is held down by an
anchor-foot . Thishasprongs and a ground-

ther bending takes place as the prongs are | plate like the posts above desecribed, and be-
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tween the upper ends of the prongs isriveted
a bloek I with a hook /v formed on one side
to hook over the lower wire, I'igs. 1 and G.

1o avoid the expense of twisting and to
brace more securely in the direction of the
strain, I placetheend and corner posts with the
wider faces in the plane of the fence, asshown
in Ifig, 1. 1 then simply bend the upper end
without twisting to support the top and facia
boards, as in Fig. 7. With this arrangement
the braces shown in my said patent and here
marked P do not require the quarter-turn or
the bend, but may be lapped upon the side of
the post and then riveted or bolted.

I claim as my invention—

1. Aclip of flexible sheet material provided
with a hole for connection with the post, a
tongue for receiving the wire, and another

tonguein position reversed tothe first,adapted
of the post, sub-

to be bent around the edge
stantially as described.

444,331

2. In combination with a wire fence, an
anchor consisting of a pair of prongs, and a
block interposed between said prongs and
riveted thereto, sald block having a hook to
engage the wire, substantially as described.

5. In combination, the post having prongs
at its lower end, a plate D to be placed on the
ground and having openings to receive the
prongs of the post, and the gripping-tongues
e, projecting from the plate at the opening
11 and engaging the prongs, substantially as
desecribed.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
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name to this specification in the presence of 35

two subseribing witnesses.
GUSTAVE A. CIIRIST.
Wilnesses:

I'. A. GORHAM,
LIS SPEAR.
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