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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, RICE READER and
CHARLES W. WEINLAND, citizens of the

United States, residing at Primghar, in the
county of O’Brien and State of Iowa, have in-

vented certain new and useful Improvements

in Wagon Running-Gear; and we do hereby

declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.
Our 1nvention pertains to an improvement

- in the construction and arrangement of the
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ranning-gear of heavydouble-horsevehicles—
such as lumber-wagons, &e.—but more par-
ticularly relates to the formation of the front
or tongue hounds in connection with the
tongue, reach, and front axle and sand-board.
The object in view is to so arrange these
parts as to dispense with a cross-slide con-
necting the hounds back of the axle and pass-
ing beneath the reach, and at the same time
to greatly simplify the construection and con-

dense the parts to produce a cheap, strong,

and durable structure. | |
With these ends in view our invention con-
sists in the peculiar features and combina-
tions of parts more fully described herein-
after, and pointed out in the claim.
Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Figure 1 represents a plan view of our inven-
tion, and Fig. 2 a side elevation. -

The axle A and sand-board B are of the |

usual form, and the coupling-pole or reach C
runs through between them at the center, and
these parts are pivotally connected together
by the king-bolt D in the usual manner, the
reach, however, extending out in front of the
axle about eight inches or one foot, for a pur-
pose hereinafter described.

The hounds E are secured in the ordinary
way to the rear end of the tongue F and di-
verge, their rear.ends extending between the
sand-board and axle and being secured there-
to by vertical bolis G. The hounds are con-
nected between the rear end of the tongue
and the axle a few inches in front of the lat-
ter by a cross-piece of slide-bar I, which is
rigidly bolted at its opposite ends to said
hounds and passes over the top of the pro-

jecting end of the reach. A heavy strip of
strap-iron J extends the full length of the

|

cross-piece II and is turned down over its ends
and underneath the hounds to strengthen the
coupling between these parfs. The hounds
are further braced and strengthened by a
metal bow K, secured at its forward end to
said hounds by bolts L, and to the sand-board
by the vertical bolts G. To still farther
strengthen the part, we provide under braces
M, which are also secured to the hounds by
the bolts 1. and extend beneath the axle, be-

| ing fastened on the bolts G. By this con-

struction we obtain an exceedingly compact,
simple, and strong arrangement of parts, the
advantages of which may be briefly stated, as
follows: |

By dispensing with all the mechanism back
of the axle, especially the slide-bar, which 1s
usually passed beneath the reach, the strain
on the latter caused by the sagging of the
tongueis avoided, and the running-gear there-
by rendered more durable.

Loading and unloading can be performed
with greater facility and convenience, as the
hounds do not extend farther than the axle
and sand-board, and hence cannot project in
the way when the front wheels are turned and
the loading is in progress, and especially in

loading logs the chain will sometimes catch

under the rear ends of the hounds with the
old arrangement; but in my device this in-
convenience cannot occur. A still further ad-
vantage gained by my arrangement 1s that a
shorter turn can be made when the box or
body is not used, for the wheels can be turned
until they strike the reach, which cannot be
done with the old-style hounds.

Altogether a compact and simple arrange-
ment is effected, which is exceedingly strong
and durable in itself, and also acts to render
the whole running-gear of the wagon more
stable. - |

Having thus described our invention, what
we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-

ters Patent, is— -

Thecombination of the axle and sand-board,
the tongue, a pair of diverging hounds con-
nected to the latter and extending between
said axle and sand-board, a slide-bar connect-
ing the hounds in front of the axle, the reach

‘extending between the axle and sand-board

and beneath said slide-bar, a bowed Dbrace-
rod secured at its forward endsto said hounds,
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1ts bowed portion extending over the sand-| In testimony whereof we affix our signa-
board, under brace-rods secured at their for- | tures in presence of two witnesses.
ward ends to the hounds and extending be-

e t e h s and extending be RICE READER.

neath the axle, and vertical bolts passing __ T N T TAT A
5 through the bowed brace-rod, the sand-boarq, CHARLES W. WEINLAND.

the axle, and said under brace-rods and se- Witnesses:
curely connecting these parts together, as de- O. II. MONTZHEIMER,
seribed. | REBECCA EDDINGTON.
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