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UNITED STATES

FRF‘D HODSD O‘\"r

PATENT OFFICE,

- ITANS ABRAHAM ISbER(r OF LONG ISLAND CITY, ASSIG\TOR TO CHARLTS
OF NEW YORK, N Y

PORTABLE WOODEN BOOTH.

- SPECIFICATION forming pa.rt of Letters Patent No. 442,97 9, dated December 16,1880, '
- Application flled July 10, 1890, Serial No. 358,287, (No model.) i

To all whom tt may concern:

Be it known that I, HANS ABRAHAM [SBERG,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Long Island City, in the emmty of Oueens
and State of New York, have invented a new
and useful Impr ovement in Portable Wooden
Booths; and the following is declared to be a
full, clear, and exact desenptwn of the same.

The object of my invention is to pmwde
voting-booths for use at polling-places during
clections, as such booths are required by law
1n some States.

My 1nvention consists in a booth that is

made in connected sections that are readily
folded together, and the s
held in a distended condition by a locking-
shelf, and the booth is provided with a door
the lowel edge of which is about two feet

above the ﬂom so that the lower part of the

legs of the ocenpant can be seen.

My improved booth can be readily set up
for use or knocked down with the connected
sections folded together, in which condition
the booth occupies but a small space when
packed for transportation or storage.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is an elevation,
and I'ig. 2 a vertical seetion, of my improved
booth at the line 2z z of Fig. 5. Fig. 31isa sec-
tional plan of the same at the 1111@ x x, and
I'ig. 4 is a sectional plan at the liney y. = Fig.
5 is a plan view of the booth folded.

The sections a b ¢, composing three sides of
the booth, are preferably about three feet
wide and six feetlong, and are each made of
tongued and grooved boards vertically placed,
and. therear ehouzontal strips or frame-pieces
l [’ at the opposite ends securing the boards
and central horizontal strips or frame-pieces
e upon the sections a and ¢, and a central

horizontal strip or frame-piece ¢’ upon the |

The section b is made, as a whole,
with the horizontal top and bottom strips or
fr ame-pleees d d’ and horizontal central strip

¢/, and I provide vertical strips or corner-

posts £ f, to which the strips d, d’, and ¢" are
mortised to form a frame for the vertical
tongued and grooved boards.

‘The front 18- made as a frame, having top
and bottom strips d d’ and vertical corner-
posts g g connected together, and in the up-

per part of this frame a shm.t length door /i i with the surface of the %helf as theleby there

same are securely.

| is hinged at one side to one post g, and said
said cor-

door ﬁts 1mto the rabbeted edges of
ner-posts, and a lock or ¢ cateh of any desired
form may be placed upon the door to secure

the same when shut; or spring-hinges may be

enmiployed. The lower edge of the door is
abouttwoieet above the {fioor, so that beneath
it the legs of the occupant of the booth may
be seen.

The. sections ¢ and ¢, which are 0ppm1teq
each other, are made a,llke of twonarrow ver-’
ticail frames with top and bottom strips d d’
and central strips ¢, which are connected to

vertical strips or posts2 4/, b k', I U/, and m
m” with the outer faces of the tongued and
grooved boards. I connectthese sections to-
gether, so that they fold into a compact flat

form, the half-sections of a and ¢ folding in-
'Wmdly between the section b and the fmnb

and in this condition the folded booth can be
transported or stored away.

The vertical posts f f of the section b are
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connected to the posts ¢ and [ of the folding

sections ¢ and ¢ by inside hinges 4 5, and the
vertical posts g g of the front are connected
to the posts £ and m of the folding sectionsa
and ¢ also by inside hinges 6 7.

T'he folding sections of ¢ and ¢ are con-
nected by lwmfres 3 and 9 upon the outsulc—.{
These hinges I prefer to place on line with
the horizontal strips. "T'he parts fold in the
direction of the dotted arrows.

The vertical meeting faces of the corner-
posts F /v v,k Ky g g,m m/,and T 17 are
tongued and grooved, preferably, alongthe un-
der edges, so that when the sections are

opened to form the booth there are no open

75

3¢

joints or cracks through which the oecupant

of the booth can be seen from the outside.

The upper edges of the strips e ¢ of the side
sections ::L(]J&CGIITJ to the section O are prefer-
ably notched, and I provide a shelf » with
notched ends:, and sald shelf fits into the
notches of the strips ee. I prefer to malke

these notches as deep as the thickness of the

shelf 7, s0 that when the shelf is in place its
surface will correspond with the top edges of
the strips e e, and I prefer to make the strip
¢’ of the section b of the same width as the
strips ee,so that its top edge may correspond.
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will be no space at the back of the shelf; or |

the top edge of the strip may be above the
shelf, if desired. When the shelf isin place,
its weight is carried upon the strips ¢ e, and
the notched ends of the shelf bear against the
faces of the sald strips and serve to keep the
sections composing the booth distended after
being opened out. The shelf also provides
a place for the voter to arrange his ticket
upon.

These boothsare designed foruse at polling-
places 1n times of elections as a place where
each voter can cxamine, mark, and arrange
his ticket 1n secrecy, as provided by law in
some States, the shelf # being & convenient
and necessary addition to the booth for tae
uses herein set forth.

It will be noticed that it is but the work of
a few minutes to set up or take down these
booths, and that there are no parts that can
become lost or misplaced, as the shelf is the
only detachable piece going to make up the
booth, and said shelf can be laid within the
folded booth against the back & between the
strips ¢’ and d’.

These booths are opened at the top and bot-
tom, and the same are to be about six feet
high, as required by law, and at this height
no man of ordinary staturc can look overthe
top. The frames of the sections «, 0, and ¢,
istead of being surfaced with tongued and
grooved boards, may be surfaced with canvas
or other similar fabric, in which case the vot-
ing-booth is made lighter in weight and
equally efficient.

I claim as my invention—

1. T'he combination, with the frame form-
ing thefront and the short-length door, of the
section 0,the two-part sections ¢ and e, hinges

connecting the parts, and a shelf or brace for |
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holdingandlocking the parts when distended,
substantially as set forth. |
2. The combination, with the frame forms-
ing the front and the short-length door, of the
section 0, composed of a frame, tongued and
grooved boarded surface, the sections ¢ and
¢, each composed of two narrow frames, and
tongued and grooved boarded surfaces, hinges
upon the inner corners connecting the two-

| part sections a and ¢ with the section { and

with the front frame ¢, and hinges upon the
outside connecting the two parts of the sec-
tions a and ¢, whereby the sections ¢ and c
fold in between the front and section 0, sub-
stantially as set forth.

3. The combination, with the front frame
and short-length door hinged thereto, of the
section O, the two-part sections ¢ and ¢, hav-
1ng central strips ¢ ¢, notehed upon their up-
per edges adjacent to the section b, the shelf
n, notched at its end corners and adapted to
set upon and against the stripsee, and hinges
connecting the various sections and front to-

- oether, substantially as set forth.

4. The combination, in a portable folding
booth, of a front section having a frame and
door, a back section and side sections, each
having a {rame and covering, hinges for unit-
1ng all the sections together at their meeting
edges, so that the sections will fold without

' being disconnected at any place, and a mova-

ble shelf, serving also to keep the sections in
position when in use, substantially as speci-
fied.
digned by me this 30th day of June, A. D.
1890,
., A, ISBERG.
Wilnesses:
GEO. 1. PINCKNEY,
ITAROLD SERRELL,
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