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To all whom it may concern: -

Be it known that I, WILLIAM 3. ADAMS, of
Greenfield, in the county of Highland and
State of Ohio, have invented a new and use-
ful Adjustable Prop for Clothes - Lines, of
which the following is a full, clear, and exact
description. |

The objects of this invention are to pro-
duce an extensible prop-stick for the support
of stretched and filled clothes-lines that will
be of simple and substantial form and that

may be set to hold the line at any desired |

point of elevation, also that may be slid to-
gether when not in service, thereby reducing
1ts height, thus affording a neat, light, and
compact device. | |

T'o these ends my invention consists in cer-
tain features of construction and combination
of parts, as is hereinafter described, and set
forth in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
1n which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.

- Figure 1 is a perspective view of thedevice
In service. Kig.?2 isa side elevation, and Fig.
5 18 an edge view, of the prop.

The prop consistsof two sections A B. The
lower section A consists of a strip of board
having proper length, width, and thickness,
preterably made with parallel sides and edges.

A series of downwardly and laterally in-
clined slots « is cut in the material of the
prop-section A from one edge. The distance
apart of these slots may be varied; but pref-
erably they are given an equal space between
each pair sufficiently removed that there will
be proper strength afforded to the material
between the slots, so as to avoid breakage of
these integral brackets. The walls produced
by removal of the material to form a slot
should be parallel, and the upper corner «’ of
each slot is rounded to facilitate the intro-
duction of aninterlockinghandle onthe other
section, which will be deseribed. The width
of the section A should be such proportion-
ately that ample strength will be afforded to

the material uncut by the slots ¢, represented

by the breadth between the lower ends of said

slots and the edge b of said prop-section. A
notch is cut in the edge b of the prop-section |
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| A at the upper end and a corner removed, as

shown in Fig. 2, thus producing a seat for one
edge of the metal keeper-band C, which is
placed on the end of this prop-section and
thereto secured, resting on the shoulder af-

forded by the removal of the material, as

shown.

Thekeeper-band C when in place 18 of such
breadth, transversely considered, that 1t will
receive the upper prop-section b and permit
1t to slide freely through the same, the width
of the upper section being such relatively as
to cause its parallel edges d to be loosely em-
braced by the keeper-band C and permitting
a sufficient edgewise swinging movement
within the band C to release the connection
of the upper section B from the lower section
A, that is thus adapted to hold the top sec-
tion B upoen the lower section A and allow
the upper section to be longitudinally moved,
as may be required.

Upon oneedge of the uppersection I3 an in-
wardly and downwardly curved slot e is
formed, which is designed to receive a clothes-
line. This slot is of suitable width near its
inner terminal to closely embrace the line
when 1t 1s inserted therein, the outer part of
the slot ¢ being widened sufficiently to-freely
admit the line and guide it to itsresting-place

| at the bottom ¢’ thereof, which is enlarged

into a circular form, so thatthe line when in
place will be secured against accidental dis-
placement. |
In order to hold the lower end of the top
section B adjustably engaged with the slots
of the lower section A, a laterally-projecting
handle-piece fis affixed in the side of the up-
per section near its lower end, the body of
which handle is rounded and of a size to enter
any one of the slots ¢ it may be made to en-
gage. The handle portion being shaped for
convenlent manipulation may be readily
grasped when an adjustment of the prop-sec-
tions 1s necessary. |
The device when not in service is adjusted
so that the handle-piece f will enter the lowest
notch or slot in the section A, and when
needed to raise and support a clothes-line C’,
as shown in Fig. 1, the line is placed in the
slot e therein, and the prop-section B is slid
upwardly and swung outwardly until a cor-
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rect height is attained for the line C’, when
the handle-piece f is inserted to rest at the
bottom of an adjacent slot «, whereby a sta-
ple elongation of the prop as a whole is ef-
fected vertically beneath the line, thus ren-
dering efficient service.

The reversal of the described operation will -
release the prop-stick, which may be given

1ts normal folded adjustment, as previously
explained.

Havingthusdeseribed myinvention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, is— -

1. An adjustable clothes-line prop having

a-sliding upper section loosely embraced by a
keeper on the top of the lower section, said
lower section being of a greater width than
the upper section and having diagonally-in-
clined slots formed at intervals on one edge
for the interlocking engagement of a later-
ally-projected handle-piece on the upper sec-
tion near its lower end, substantially as set

forth.

442,763

2. In an adjustable clothes-line prop, the
combination, with a fixed lower prop-section
having greater width than the movable up-
per section and provided with a series of di-
agonally-inclined slots ecut in one edge, and a
keeper seated on anotched corner formed on
the upper end of said lower section and pro-
jected laterally in loop form to engage the
upper section, of a top section sliding in the
keeper against the side of the lower section
and provided with an inwardly and down-
wardly curved slot cut in one edge near its
upper end, and a handle-piece projecting
from one side of the top section near its lower
end and adapted to engage any one of the

slots in the edge of the lower section, sub-

stantially as set forth.
' WILLIAM B. ADAMS.

Witnesses:
| R. B. JULIAN,
J. B. KELDER.
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