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To all wlom it meay concern:

Be it known that I, CUrTIS N. WILCOX, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Brook-
lyn, in the county of Kings, State of New
York, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Game Toys, of which the
following is a specification, reference being
had therein to the accompanying drawings.

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in games or toys, and
1t has for its object the production of novel
devices by which the game may be played.

The invention consists in the peculiar com-
binationsand thenovel construction, arrange-
ment, and adaptation of parts, all as more
fully hereinafter described, shown in the

- drawings, and then particularly pointed out
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in the appended claims. |

The invention is clearly illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, which, with the let-
ters of reference marked thereon, form a part

of this specification, and in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view illustrating
my improvement and its mode of use. Fig.
2 18 a sectional view illustrating two differ-
ent methods of connecting the balls. Fig. 3
18 a like view showing solid balls with a differ-
ent means of connecting them. |

Like letters refer to like parts throughout
the several views. ~

Referring to the drawings by letter, A des-
1gnates a suitable handle from one end of
which project the two arms A’ A? of any suit-
able material, preferably wire, the portions
adjacent to the handle being in close prox-
1mity to each other and diverging slightly a
short distance as to the point «, from which
they diverge at a greater angle, leaving a
substantially V-shaped opening, the outer
ends of the wire being turned oveér so as to
give a rounded outer surface for the balls or
thelr ligament to contact with the ends, be-
ing bent over to form eyes 0. The ends of
the wire are not brought in contact with the
main portions of the arms A’ and A% but ter-
minate at a distance therefrom toleave spaces
¢ between the ends of the wires and the arms
for a purpose hereinafter described. This
constitutes one part of the device, and is de-
signed to be held in the hand for the purpose

of throwing and catching the balls, now to be
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described. In Fig.litisshownasinthe hand
of a playerwiththeballs held between thearms
A’ and A?in the position they will occupy
when about to be thrown toward the oppos-
1ng player, or just having been caught after
being thrown by the opposing player. These
bails, which 1 have designated by the refer-
ence-letters B and B’, are composed, prefera-
bly, of rubber, hollow, as shown in Ifig. 2, and
connected by a flexible ligament or connec-
tion. This connection may be a cord, as
shown in Fig. 1, a tube, as shown at B® in
Fig. 2, at the right hand thereof, or it may be
an integral ligament blown in one piece to-
gether with the balls, as shown at B? at the
left hand of Fig. 2.
1s employed as the connection between the
two balls, the connection between the balls
and tube is preferably made as shown in Fig.
2, wherein C 1s a short plug having enlarged
substantially arrow-shaped head C’, between
which and the body of the plug is a circum-
ferential groove C?. In connecting the tube
with the ball the body of the plug 1s forced
into one end of the tube and the head passed

through an opening in the ball, the elasticity

of the ball readily permitting the passage of
the head by closing around and fitting in the
oroove after the head has passed through the
rubber, thus holding it in place, as shown 1n
Fig. 2.

I may sometimes employ wooden balls, as
shown in Fig. 3, which may be connected in
any suitable manner, preferably, however, as
illustrated in said figure, wherein D 1s a cord
or strap of flexible material, such as leather
or rubber, which 1s passed through an open-
ing in the center of one of the balls D/, and
formed with a knot, as shown at D? the other
end being placed in a substantially V-shaped
noteh in the other bail and held therein by
means of a key or wedge D This, as well
as the tube-and-plug connection above de-
scribed, provides for ready removal of either
of the balls in case of injury thereto and for
the purpose of replacing it with a new one.

In practice one player takes the handle in
one hand, as illustrated in Fig. 1, with the
licament of the balls held between the arms
A’ and A®
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When the rubber tube

He then throws the balls, by a
I movement of the hand readily understood,
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“handle and return it to the first player.

toward the opposing player, whose office it 13
to catch the same between the arms of his
This
may be repeated as often as desired, certain
ritles being provided for governing the game.
To render the game more difficult, the handle
may be held with the arms downward and
the ligament of the balis caught in the eyes
b, at the ends of the arms, the spaces ¢ being
bufﬁcwntly large toadmit the ligament. The
balls, however, should alwa,y% be thrown from

- between the arms, as shown in I¥ig. 1.
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- aware that it has been the common amuse-
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Although balls 'a,l"e preterred, 1‘ings of suffi-
cient weight may be substituted therefor.
I am aware of the chain-shot, and I am also

ment with children to tie two horse-chestnuts
together or connect them by means of a string
and to twirl the same by grasping the same
near ifs center and suddenly letting go of the
string, whereby the chestnuts and thelr con-
nection are thrown.

device. Irom the character of the connec-

tion it would not serve the purpose for which

my connected balls are designed.. The char-

acter of the connection is such that the same !

will twist and snarl, which it 1s the very ob-
ject of my invention {o avoid. The flexible ;
connection between the balls 1s s-ufﬁ:cien.tly
stiff to prevent twisting orsnarling, but serves,
rather, to keep the balls apmt so they cannot
beeome twisted.

I makeno claim tosuch

!

|

I

f

412,675

What I claim as new is—
1. In a game apparatus, two ﬂeuble balls

eonnected by a flexible ligament, as set forth.:

2. In a game appmatus, two hollow balls
connected b) a flexible licament, as set forth.

3. In a game app&r_atus, two hollow rubber
balls connected by a flexible ligament, as sét
forth.

4. In a game apparatus, two rubber balls
connected by a ligament integral therewith,
as set forth.

5. In a game apparatus, the eombmatlon
with a handle provided with diverging arms,
of two balls connected by & ﬂetlble hmment

as set forth.

6. In a game apparatas, the combination,
with a handle provided with diverging arms
having eyes b, with spaces ¢, of two flexible

balls connected by a flexible ligament, sub-

stantia.lly as and for the purpose specified.
. In agame apparatus, two balls connected
by an el..-tbtm llrrament substantially as de-

scribed.

8. In a game apparatus, two hollow rubber
balls cannected by an integral rubber liga-
ment, substantially as debcmbed

1In testlmony whereof I affix my Hl“l]ﬂttllelﬂ
presence of two witnesses.

WILCOX.

| CURTIiIS N.
Yitnesses:

A. G. WARNER
J. K. TOLK.
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