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To all whonv it may concermn:

Be it known that I, FREDERICK E. HEINIG,
a citizenof the United States, residing at Louis-
ville, in the county of Jefferson and State ot
Kentucky, have invented certain new and use-
fulImprovementsin Shields for Button-Holes;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, elear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which 1t appertains to make and
use the same. |

T'his invention relates to that class of de-
vices called “eyelets,” which are inserted in
button-holes, string-holes, &c., in cloth, leath-
er, or other flexible material to protect their
edges against wear.

The object of the invention is to provide
a metalliec facing or binding to the edges of
coods around a button-hole, and yet to leave
the said edgessufficiently flexible to be readily
bent as required in buttoning and unbutton-
ing; and to this end my invention consists
in a button-hole shield formed of a series of
parts to be arranged in service as hereinafter
described and claimed, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure I represents a large button-hole in
a portion of a button-hole strip provided with
my shield.
single member of the shield. Fig. 11l repre-
sents the eyelet-blank as punched from sheet

metal and before it 1s bent for service as a

single member of the shield. Fig. 1V shows
a modification of one member of the shield.

5 and 6 represent the itwo wings of one
member of my shield folded to face each
other by making a bend at 7. The bend 7
has sufficient length to separate the wings o
and 6 far enough to readily admit the edge
of the cloth or leather to which the shield is
to be attached. The inner faces of the wings

are concave, so that their edges may bury.

into the cloth when pressed together thereon
and hold firmly. Thisinternal concavity also
produces external convexity in the thin sheet
metal of which the shield is made, thus giving
a neat rounded finish tothe face of each mems-

ber. Each of these membersis very much nar-

rower than a side of the button-hole or than
the circumference of the arce of the enlarged
end 8 of the hole. 9 represents a series of

Fig. II is a side elevation of a |

forservice.
edge of a button-hole form a shield therefor.
One member is not a shield when taken alone,
and, as a button-hole is but a single eye,
enough of these members to surround the
hole combine to form a shield therefor. The
cloth, leather, or other similarly-flexible goods
serves to unite the various members attached

to it to form a shield around the edge of the

button -hole, and, its characteristic of flexi-
bility being thus secured for the benefit of

the metallic shield to enable it, when consid-.
ered as a whole, to bend without being re-

sisted by the stiffness of the metal compos-
ing its members, the combination of the said
members with the goods becomes evident.
I may make these members of different forms
to adapt them to different situations or for
appearance sake; but to adapt a single form
of member or clip to serve both for the sides
and end of the button-hole I make the mid-
dle portion 7 narrower than the wings 5 6.
Clips thus formed may be placed close side
by side around the end of the hole, the mid-
dle portion 7 covering the edge of the goods,
while the wing portions 5 6 cover the faces,
on one of which the button rests and on the
other the portion to which the button is at-
tached rests, and consequently where there
is most wear. Clips of this form are also par-
ticularly well adapted to shield the face of
the goods along the sides of the hole, while
by their narrow middle portions 7 they per-

mit the amount of flexibility required along

this region when the cloth is bent to permit
the button to pass through the hole.

As this shield is adapted for service on all
articles——such as bags, shoes, overalls, &e.—
which are subject to rough usage, the strip
of goods along the edge of such articles con-
taining button - holes and commonly called

These members fixed around the |
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the “button-hole strip” may be provided as -

an article of manufacture, or it may be made
of the goods forming the article itself,

IFig. IV shows a modification, in which the
corners of the wings of the members are bent
inward to form spurs to engage the cloth or
leather, the faces being flat. 1f a single mem-
ber were enlarged and curved so as to serve
alone as a guard for the wearing end of the
button-hole, it would not be my invention;

these members secured in a button-hole ready | or if a single wire were bent into many deep
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corrugations and then bent over the edge of

& button-hole it would not be my invention,

because the whole shield is in one piece, and
such a shield oreyelet wounld resist the bend-
ing of the edge of the Lutton-hole by the
stiffness of the metal composing it, whatever
stiffness it might have.

Wire, and particularly flattened wire, serves

well as a.material of which to make the
dividual members of my eyelet.
What I believe to be new, and desire to

1n-

secure by Letters Patent, is the following:

A button-hole strip of cloth or other flexi-

|
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‘ble material having button-holes in it pIo-

vided with the metallic shields described,

each shield consisting of a series of separate

metallie clips shaped as described and se-

cured side by side to the cloth along the sides

and around the end of the button-hole, as

and for the purpose specified. |
In testimony whereof I affix my signature

1n presence of two witnesses. - |

' FREDERICK E. IIEINIG.

Witnesses:
LLOGAN G. PATTON,
R. M. INGALLS.
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