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To all whom ot may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES STONE, of Au-
rora, in the county ot Kane and State of Tlli-
nois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Corsets; and I do hereby
declare that the following is a full, ¢lear, and
exact description thereof, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and to the let-

ters of reference marked thereon, WhILh form
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a part of this specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
corsets, having reference more particularly to
the lacing-eyes of the corset and to lacing-

eyes of that kind which are flexible and are
formed by a continuous looped cord or tape

secured to the marginal part of the corset.

The invention embraces improvements in
corsets containing such lacing-eyes, as will be'

hereinafter fully set forth.

In carrying out the main features of my in-
vention the lacing-eves are preferably formed
by a cord or tape, which is first made into a
series of parallel loops connected by portions
of the cord or tape between them. Thelooped
cord may be held together at the base of each
loop by sewing or other fastening device, or
by securing the looped cord upon a founda-
tion strip of fabrie, as by pasting or sewing.
The looped cord thus prepared is inserted
between the inner and outer layers of the
cloth of the corset, with the ends of the loops
projecting beyond the margins of the said
layers to form the flexible laemﬂ'-eyes The
loops are then secured in place by a line or
lines of stitching passing through the corset-
layers and the loops
is held in form for insertion between the cor-
set-layers by attachment to a base or founda-
tion, such base or foundation may consist
either of one of the layers composing the cor-
set itself or a separate strip inserted between
the layers.

As a separate and further improvement, I
apply between the cloth layers of the corset
over or across the parts of said loops adjacent
to the margins of the corset a stiffening strip
or strips ol Whalebone bamboo, or other suit-
able material.
are secured in place by stltehmn' at both sides
of a single strip or between the strips when
more than one strip is present, such line or
lines of stitching passing through the layers
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When the looped cord

Such stiffening strip or strips |

|

- foundation-strip being absent.

of the corset and the cord-loops. The several

loops which extend transversely across the
stiffening strip or

strips are tightly. and
strongly seomed to the stiffening-strips, and
are at the same time securely attached to the
corset-layers by means of the several lines of
stitches passing through them.

A corset having the flexible eyes and the
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marginal stiffening-strips, as last above de-

scribed, provides an important and valuable
article of manufacture,forthe reason that the
loops can be quickly and readily formed and
the stiffening-strips inserted and secured in
place and the loops secured to the marginal
stiffening of the corset in & simple and expe-

~ditious manner and without requiring the use

of greater time or eare than is requir ed In se-

curing the stiffening-strips alone in place.

The invention may be more readily under-

stood by reference to the accompanying draw-
Ings, in which |
| Iﬂﬂ*me 1 18 a view of the rear portion of the-

corset, a portion of the outerlayer of the cloth
of the cmset being broken away over the stiff-
ening-strip to ShOW the means for attaching
the cord loops which form the flexible laclng-
eyes. Fig.2isafragmentary perspective view,
much enla,rn*ed of the marginal part of the
corset Shown in Ifig. 1, 1llust1.;1,tmﬂ~ the man-
ner of securing the ¢ cord loops :-:md stiffening-
strips in plaee Fig. 3 illustrates the founda-

tion-strip with loops secured thereon prepara-

tory to insertion in the corset. Fig. 4 illus-
tratesin perspective view a portion of the mar-

ginal part of a corset provided with flexible

eyes, whereln any marginal stlffenmmstups
are absent.
lar to that shown in Fig. 4, wherein the loops
are secured to one of the corset-layers as a
foundation. TFig. 6 illustrates in perspective

view a looped cmd prepared in readiness for
insertion between the layers of the corset, any
Fig. 7 111118-
Terinw from

trates a form of loop blwhtly di;
that shown in the other figures.
In the said drawings, A A indicate the two
halves or parts of a coraet and B B cord loops
or flexible lacing-eyes atta'ehed to the mar-

Kig.5 shows a construction simi~ -
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gins of the corset for engagement with the lac-

ing-strings C C. The loops B B are formed
by means of continuous cords or tapes B’ B’,
which are placed between the layers of the
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corset with the ends of the loops projecting

- therefrom, and are secured in place by one or
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more lmes of stitching parallel with the edge .
of the corset passing thmua‘h one or more of-
the cloth layers of the cor set and through the

sald loops.
In Figs. 1, 2, and 4 a° indicates a row of

'stltchlng, Whlch secures together the margins

of the cloth layers a ¢/, and at the same time
serves to secure the loops to the said corset-
layers. -

The cord B’ may be placed and held in the
shape of a series of parallel loops preparatory
to being inserted and secured between the
layers of the corset in any one of several dif-
ferent ways. In IFig. 3, for instance, the cord
B’ 1s shown as secured to a foundation-strip
D, of cloth or other flexible material, by
means of a line of stitching d passing longi-

tudinally through those parts of the cord

which extend between the loops. Instead of
being secured to the base or foundation D by
means of stitching, however,the cord may be

- pasted or glued to thesaid foundation, a con-
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struction of this kind being shown in Fig. 4.
In either case, after the loops have been se-
cured to the foundation-strip with their ends
which are to form the flexible eyes projecting
from the side margin of the said strip, the
strip and the loops are placed between the
layers of the corset, with the ends of the loops
projecting fror: between the said layers at

- the margin of the corset, and the loops are
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then secmed in place by one or more lines of
stitching parallel with the margin of the
corset.

 Instead of securing the cord which is to
form the eyes in proper shape for insertion
between the layers of the corset by attach-
ment toa separaie piece or base, the cord may
be secured directly to one of the layers of the

corset before said layers are placed together.

A construction of this kind is shown in Fig.
5, wherein the cord B3’ is shown as secured to
the inner layer a of the corset, the exterior
layer a’” thereof being applied over the cord
and secured to theinnerlayer by one or more
lines of stitching parallel with the margin of
the corset—as, for instance, by the line of
stitching ¢® which connects the margins of

the layers and passing through the cord near

the points at which the eyes emerge betweun
the layers.

In Fig.6 1s shown still ELllOthel construction
in a 100ped cord for insertion between the
cloth layers of the corset. In this instance
the several loops are formed by connecting
the parts of the cord at the bases of theloops
at points indicated at b 6 b of said Fig. 6.
Such connection of the cord at the base of the
loop may be made Dby sewing or otherwise, a
simple and c¢onvenient means of forming the
connection being shown in said Fig. 6, whelem
a line of stltchlnn* O" extends lonwltudmdlly

through the cordinitspart between the loops

and across the bases of the loop.  Whenthis
method of formmﬂ* the Ioops is employed, the

442,552

| parts of the cord may be overlapped more or

less at the bases of the loops to afford a
stronger connection at this point. Inasmuech,

however, as the eyes will commonly be se-

cured firmly in place by the stitching passing

through the cloth layers and the loops, a par-
ticularly strong connection for holding the
loops inshapeisnot essential, and the threads
forming the line of stitching 0’ will be suffi-

~cient for the purpose.

In I1g. 7 a cord loop 1s shown wherein the
part of the cord forming the loop is twisted so
that the parts of the cord at the base of the

loop cross each other, as indicated at b of -

sald Fig. 7. When this construction is used,
a line of stitching ’, passing lonﬂ'1tudmally
through the cmd will obviously serve to
ﬁl'mly secure the pa;rts together at the points
at which they cross each other. A looped
cord which is without any foundation-strip
may obviously be inserted between the cloth
layers of the corset and secured in place by
stitching through the said c¢loth layers and

the 1001)5, in the same manner as hereinbe-

tore set forth.

K K E, I'igs. 1 and 2, are stiffening-strips of
Wha;lebone? bamboo or other material em-
ployed for stif
gins of the corset. These, stiffening-strips are
arranged near and parallel with the' rear mar-
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‘ening the rear vertical mar- 03

gin of the corset, and are secured in place by -

lines of stitching e¢ e, passing between the
strips and through the cord loops. Thelines
of stitching e ¢ obviously serve as an addi-
tional means for securing to the cloth layers
of the corset the leHSVeISE} portionsor loops
of the ecord B’. Such lines of stitching, fur-
thermore, by binding or holding the cord
loops, the cloth layers, and the stiffening-
strips between them closely and firmly tO'
gether in effect secure the cord which forms
the eyes to the stiffening.

‘A construetion wherein the lacing-eyes are
severally connected with the stiffening atthe
rear of the corset isof advantage, for the rea-
son that the strain upon the eyes is by such
construction transmitted directly to the stiff-
ening, instead of to the flexible part of the
corset, so that the corsetcannot be pulled out
of S]ldpe by unequal strain upon the indi-
vidual eyes.

I have herein shown the stiffening-strips E
E I as secured between two layers E’ E’ of
cloth or other {lexible material, said layers
serving to hold the stlffemnn-stmps parallel
with eaeh other while being inserted and se-

cured between the cloth layelb of the corset,

in the manner fully set forth in a prior pa,t-
ent, No. 351,344, granted to myself and Mar-

_shall Gardner.

The employment of %LLEfemnﬂ-stllps united
by cloth layers in the manner deseribed and
shown is of advantage in facilitating the o]-

eration of inserting and sewing the. Strlps 1n

place; but the employment of st1ffen1nﬂ' thus
made 1s not essential to the successful con-
struction of the novel lacing-eyes embraced
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in this invention, inasmuch as the stiffening- |

strips may be separately secured in place by
means of a cording attachment to a sewing-
machine, or by other means heretofore em-
ployed for the purpose.

In forming part of my invention the cord

B’, from which the eyes are formed, may be
secured and held in the form of a series of
parallel loops in any manner found conven-
ient or desirable—as, for instance, by means

of an attachment to a sewing-machine shown

in a prior patent, No. 413,853, granted to my-
self as the assignee of Marshall Gardner, and
adapted for giving shape to the loops and for
sewing sald loops to a foundation-strip in the
manner Indicated in Fig. 3 and above de-
seribed. |

The length of the loops, or, in other words,
the distance of the longitudinal portion of
the cord between the loops from the edge of
the corset, is immaterial. Itwill commonly be
preterred, however, to locate the longitudinal
partof the cord atsomedistance inwardlyfrom
the margin of the corset, in order to enable
more thanone line of stitching to pass through
the cord looups for holding the latter in place.
When the cord loops, made in the manner pro-
posed, are employed in connection with stiff-
ening-strips, as illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2,
furthermore, the longitudinal part of the cord
wili be located at a considerable distance in-

wardly from the margin of the corset, in order

that the transverse or looped portions of the
cord may extend across and may be secured
by lines of stitching to one or more of the
stiffening-strips. |

In the particular construction illustrated in
If1gs. 1 and 2 the cord loops extend over the
two outer stiffening-strips and past the space
between thesecond and third stiffening-strips,
so that two lines of stitching e e pass through
the cord loops,in addition to the exterior row
of stitches a® by which the cloth layers are
secured together at their margins.

Iclaim as my invention—

1. The improved corset herein described,
comprising a-continuous cord joined at in-
tervals to form a series of separate loops, said
loops being connected by stitching longitudi-
nally through the parts of the cord between
the loops, said looped cord being inserted be-
tween the cloth layers of the corset, with the
ends of the loops extending beyond the same
to form a series of flexible eyes and secured
in. place by rows of stitching extending
through the cloth layers and across the cord
loops, substantially as described.
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2. The herein-desecribed corset, comprising
a continuous cord joined atintervals to form
a series of separate loops, said loops being
connected to each other by the parts of the
cord lying between them, a flexible base or
foundation-strip, upon one side of which the
looped cord is secured, the ends of the loops
extending beyond one margin thereof, said
looped cord and flexible foundation-strip be-

{ Ing inserted between the cloth layers of the

corset, with the enas of the loops extending
beyond the same to form a series of flexible
eyes and secured in place by rows of stiteh-
ing extending through the cloth layers and
foundation-strip and across the cord loops.

- 8. The improved corset herein described,
comprising a continuous cord joined at in-
tervals to form a series of separate loops
which are connected with each other by the
parts of the cord between the loops, said
looped cord being secured to one side of a
base or foundation-strip by a line of stitch-
ing extending along the parts of the cord con-
necting the loops, said looped cord and base
being inserted between the cloth layers of

‘the corset, with the ends of the loops extend-

ing beyond thesame to form a series of flexi-

‘ble eyes and secured in place by rows of

stitching extending through the cloth layers,
the foundation-strip, and across the cord
loops, substantially as described.

4. The herein-described corset, comprising
a continuous cord joined atintervals to form
a series of separate loops, said loops being
connected to each other by the parts of the

cord lying between them, a flexible base or

foundation-strip, upon one side of which the
looped cord is secured, said looped cord and
flexible foundation-strip being inserted be-
tween the cloth layers of the corset, with the
ends of the loops extending beyvond the same
to form a series of flexible eyes, a marginal
stiffening-strip inserted between the cloth
layers and extending across and over the
cord loops, said stiffening-strip, looped cord,
and flexible foundation-strip being secured
In place by rows of stitching extending
through the same and across the cord loops,
substantially as described. |

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I affix my signature in presence
of two witnesses. |

JAMES STONE.

Witnesses:
TAYLOR E. BROWN,
C. CLARENCE POOIE.
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