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To all whom it may concermn.:

- Be 1t known that I, ALLEN 1. BLANCHARD,

a citizen of the United States, residing at

Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of
5 Illinois, have invented a new and useful Im-

provement in Paper-Cutters, of which the fol-

lowing is a specification.

The object of my invention is to construct

a knife-edge cutter provided with a project-
Ing point for the purpose of tearing or sepa-
rating railroad-tickets or other similar ar-
ticles, ag hereinafter described; aud the in-
vention consists in the features and details
of construction hereinafter described and
claimed. |

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents a plan
view of my improvement; Fig. 2, a vertical
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cross-section on the line 2 2 of Fig. 1; Fig. 8,

- aplan view of a portion of a ticket after be-
2o 1ng separated.
A is the ruler; a, a projecting point on the
cdge thereof; B, the supporting-block; C C,
notches in the ends of the cutter, and D D
screws whereby the cutteris connected to the
25 block.

The cutter A is made of a thin piece of
steel or other suitable material, is provided
with a straight-edge, and at a point at or near
its center hasa projection or point @, asshown.
The cutter is preferably beveled to a sharp
edge in order that it may act as a knife in
tearing the paperor card. Inthe ends of the
“cutter I preferably form slots C C, as shown.
T'he ruler is slightly bent, so as to rest upon
its support at its ends and spring up there-
from at the center, in order to allow a piece
of paper to be readily slipped underneath.
After this is done the cutter may be pressed
down and will hold the paper firmly while
being torn. The cutter is secured to its sup-
port by screws or other suitable means pass-
ing through the slots, as shown, and the ob-
ject of theseslotsis to allow the ends tomove
slightly as the cutter 1s pressed down or
- springs up again when the pressure 1s re-
moved. -

I have shown the cutter as attached to a
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simple block of wood; but it may of course be
attached to any other place where 1t is de-
sired to use 1t.

It operates as follows, and it should be un-
derstood that while in the drawings I have
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' shown merely a portion of one form of rail-

road-ticket the device may be used with any
other form or in any other place where 1t 1s 355

desired to retain the result hereinafter de-

scribed: The ticket shown is provided with
two columns of stations, the names opposite
each other in these columns being the same.
The ticket is then slid under the cutter with 6o
the point opposite any desired station until
the straight-edge of the cutter comes close to
the right-hand column of names. The cut-
ter is then pressed down, and the paper be-
ing raised and pulled across the knife-edge 63
will be torn or cut,as shown in Fig. 3, a noteh
being formed opposite the name of the de-
sired station in one half of the ticket and a
corresponding projection opposite the name
of the same station on the other half of the 70
ticket. |

By means of thisdevice the tickets may be
readily and easily severed in such a way as
to provide two parts slightly different {from
each other but fitting together, oie of these 75
parts being retained by the passenger and
the other by the agent, thus forming a perfect
check. o

Although I have spoken of this device asa |
paper-cutter and claimed it as such, it will 8o
of course be understood that I do not Intend
to limit myself to its use as a paper-cutter
solely, since it may be used to cut or tear
paper, card-board, or any other similar mate-
rial. It will also be understood that although 85
I prefer to make the base or supporting-block
in the form shown I also contemplate using
the cutter or knife on any suitable support—
as, for instance, on a desk, table, or other
smooth surface—and it is in this sense that go
in the claim I use the word “Dbase.”

I claim—

A cutter for paper or other similar male-
rials, comprising abase Band a knife A rest-
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. ing on the base, the knife having its flat side | terial cut or torn by drawing it back 'OVeL'

I a,d]acent to the b&se itsends in eontaet there- | against the edge and pmnt of Lhe knife, sub—
with yieldingly atmehed thereto, and its cen- Stdll mllyas deselmed -

tral portion slightly elevated thelef rom, and

5 having a triangular projection ¢ in its mid- : - ALI E\T 1. BLA\TCIIARD
dle_pmtmn whereby the material to be cut |  Witnesses:
may be inserted betweenthe knife and base, | 'T'HOMAS A. BANNI\TG

- the knife pressed down thereon, and the ma- | SAMUEL E. IHIBBEN.
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