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To all whom it may concern: -

Be it known that I, JoHN RAYMOND CUM-
MINGs, of Chicago, Cook county, Illinois,
have invented certain new and useful lm-
provements in Stereotype-Plates and Devices

for Locking the Same upon the Dases There-

of, of which the following is a full, clear, and
exact description, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, and to the letters of
reference marked thereon.

The object of my invention is to provide
simple and effective means for retaining the
plate upon the base when the same is locked
in the form preparatory to printing there-
from. I accomplish this in such manner
that I am enabled to cast the plates very
thin and also obtain a perfectly plane rest-
ing-surface for the same the entire width
thereof, substantially as hereinafter fully de-
seribed, and asillustrated in the drawings, in
which— |

Figure 1 is a transverse vertical section
through my improved base-plate and means
for securing the same. Fig.2 is an end view
of a modification of the same. I'ig. 3 18 a
side view of the column-rule used in connec-
tion with my invention. |
- Referring to the drawings, A represents a
stereotype-base, the height of which is such
that when the plate B is mounted thereon
the printing or impression surface of the lat-
fer is just type high. Its upper plate-sup-
porting surface is perfectly plane, and can
be finished ready for use by simply passing
it through a stereotype - shaving machine.
The upder or resting surface of plate I3
is likewise perfectly plane and capable of
being finished by simply shaving it. The
width of theplate, however, is slightly greater
by at least so much that the sunken corru-

- gations or serrations ¢ ¢, running, preterably,

longitudinally along the sides of the column-
rules C, contiguous to their upper edge, will
bite into the edges of the plate when locked
in a form, and securely hold the same in
place upon the base, substantially as shown
in Fig. 1. In making the corrugations c¢ of

the column-rules C sunken I take particular
care that the crests of the same do not pro-
ject beyond the planesof the sides of the rule.
I deem this one of the essential features of
said corrugations, for the reason that when

|

in the make-up of newspaper matter stereo-
type and set-up type matter are both used
if the crest of the corrugations projected be-
vond the plane of the body of the column-
rules they would lacerate and spoil the end
type of each line of set-up matter.

Referring to Fig. 2 of the drawings, it will
be observed that in order to avoid the pos-
sibility of the corrugations ¢ injuring the
end type of the set-up matter I reduce the
width of the upper part of the column-rules
just about one-half, and then corrugate the
side surfaces of such reduced part. The
plates are of course made slightly wider than
as shown in Fig. 1, so as to adapt it to such
exageerated construction (considering the ob-
ject) of the corrugations. _

I 'am aware that stereotype - plates have
been invented whose side edges overhang
the vertical planes of the sides of the bases
on which they are mounted, and that it 1s
old to utilize the column-rule to retain the
plate upon the base. The construction, how-
ever, of the column-rules has heretofore re-
quired a construction which greatly increases

' the cost of their manufacture to an imprac-

ticable extent, and they have always been
used in conjunction with plates whose side
edges required some special construction.

My invention requires no special construc-
tion of the side edges of the plate. All that
is done is to saw them a little wider, and as
the columns of stereotype-plate have to be
sawedapart anyway (it always being the prae-
tice to cast them full newspaper-sheet size)
no extra labor is required.

- What I claim as new is—

A stereotype base and plate the width of
which is slightly greater than that of the
base, whose perfectly plain meeting surface
is on one plane, in combination with a column-

rule whose upper part is stepped to a less

width, and which is provided with longi-
tudinal corrugations in the sides of such
stepped part, the erests of which do not pro-
ject, beyond the planes of the sides of said
rule, as set forth.

JOIIN RAYMOND CUMMINGS.

YWitnesses:
FRANK D. THOMASOXN,
FRANK H. GOIN.
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