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To all whom it maly concerm:

Be it known that I, ToBias HERBIG, a citi-
zen of the United States, vesiding at Jasper,
in the county of Duboisand State of Indiana,
have invented a new and useful Tongue-Sup-
port, of which the following is a specification.

The invention relates to improvements in
tongue-supports.

The object of the present invention is to
provide a simple and comparatively inexpen-
sive tongue-support adapted when not in use
to lie along the lower face of a tongue and be
out of the way, and provide a latch, which
will engage the free end of the tongue and
retain the tongue-support in its folded posi-
tion, and which can be readily withdrawn
from engagement with the tongue-support to
release the same without strain upon the
fingers.

The invention consists in the construction
and novel combination and arrangement of
parts, hereinafter fully described, illustrated
in the accompanying drawings, and pointed
ount in the claim hereto appended.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a tongue-support constructed in ac-
cordance with this invention, the hinged prop
being illustrated in its folded position. Kig.
9 is a side elevation of the same, the hinged
prop being shown in operative position. Fig.
5 is a detail view of the spring-actuated latch.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
1 designates a wagon-tongue, which 1s pro-
vided nearits front end with a prop 2, hinged
to the tongue and adapted to be arranged ver-
tically to support the end of the same, and
when not in use is designed to lie along the
lower face of the tongue and be retained In
that position by a latch 3, the spring-actuated
bolt 4 of which engages the free end of the
prop. The tongue support or prop = 1s con-
structed of suitable material, and is provided
at its hinged end with a transverse periora-
tion 5, through which passes a staple 0, that
hinges the prop to the tongue.

The latch 3 consists of a plate 7, secured to
the lower face of thetongue by screws 8, pass-
ing through perforations of the plate, and
the said plate is provided near each end with
transversely-arranged integral lugs 9 and 10,
the former being provided with asquare open-

| ing 11 and the latter having

a circular-open-
ing 12, and both lugs being adapted for the
reception of a sliding bolt 4. The sliding
holt 4 has its front portion squared and ar-

-ranged in the opening 11 of the lug 9, and

the rear portion of the bolt 1s cylindrical and
12 of the

is arranged in the circular opening
lug 10, and a spiral spring 13 encircles the
eylindrical portion of the bolt and is inter-
posed between the lug 10 and the squared
portion of the boit and normally maintains
the latter in an extended position to engage
the free end of the hinged prop and retain
the latter against thelower face of the tongue.
The front end 14 of the bolt is beveled to fa-
cilitate engagement with the prop, and the
end 14 is provided with a shoulder 15 to limit
the rearward movement of the bolt, and a
handle 16 to limit the forward movement of
the bolt by the spring. The plate 7 1S pro-
vided with a longitudinal opening that ex-
tends the length of the spring when the bolt
is in its normal position, to allow any-sized
spring to be employed and to permit it to be
readily compressed without coming 1n con-
tact with the plate and binding, and 1t also
decreages the weight of the latch.

It will readily be seen that ton oue-supports
and latches constructed in accordance with
this invention are simple and comparatively
inexpensive in construction and adapted to
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be readily applied to a tongue, and the props |

of them can be engaged with and disengaged

from the latches with great ease and without

strain on the fingers. |
What I claim 18—

" The combination of the prop provided at
one end with a transverse opening and de-
signed to be hinged to the lower face of a
tongue by a staple, and the lateh comprising
the plate 7, adapted to be secured to the lower
face of the tongue and provided near its end
with depending transversely-arranged inte-
gral lugs 9 and 10, the former being provided
with a square opening 11 and the latier hav-
ing a circular opening 12, said plate 7 having
a central longitudinalopening extending from
lug to lug, the sliding bolt arranged in the
opening of the lug and having its front por-
tion squared and the rear portion eylindrical,

| and having its front end beveled and ar-
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‘anged to engage the free end ot the prop
and provided with a shoulder 15 to limit the
rearward movement of the bolt, the handle
16, secured to the bolt and limiting the for-
ward movement of the same, and the spiral
~ Spring encircling the cylindriecal portion of
the bolt and interposed between the lug 10

and the squared portion of the bolt and ar-
ranged opposite the central lon gitudinal open-
10 ing of the plate, substantially as described.
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In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I havehereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses. | -

TOBIAS HERBIG.

Witnesses: |
CHARLES EGa,
- JOSEPH HERBIG.




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

