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all whomy it Ml COTLCEFTL: .
Be it known that I, ALva L. KITSELMAN, a
citizen of the United States; residing-at Ridge-

To

‘ville, in the countyof Randolph and State of

Indiana, have invented a new and aseful
Fence-Post, of which the following is a speci-
fication.

This invention relates to fence-posts; and
it has for its object to construct a device of
this class which shall be simple, inexpensive,
durable, and efficient. A further object of
my invention is to provide simple and effi-
cient means for securing the parts of the post
together and for anchoring the same in the
ground.

With these ends in view the invention con-
sists of the improved construction, arrange-
ment, and combination of parts, which will be
hereinafter fully described, and particularly
pointed out in the claims. | |

In the drawings hereto annexed, I'igure 1
is a perspective view of a fence-post embody-
ing my improvements, showing the parts of
the same connected. Fig. 2 is a sectional
view taken on the line 2 2 in Iig. 1. 5
iy a sectional view taken on the line 3 3 In
Fig. 1. Tig. 4 is a perspective detail view ot
the bottom clamp. Fig.5 is a perspective
detail view of the top clamp. Fig. 6 is a de-
tail view of the fastening-wedge. IFig. 71s8¢
detail view illustrating a modification. |

Like numerals of reference indicate like
parts in all the figures.

My improved fence-post 1s made of metal,
preferably iron, and it may be described as
consisting of the following principal parts,
namely: the upright 1, the brace 2, the bottom
clamp 3, the top clamp 4, the wedge or fast-
ening device 5, and the anchoring board or
block 6. |

The upright 1 consists, simply, of a plece of
bar iron or steel rectangularin cross-section
and of any suitable dimensions.

The bottom clamp 8 consists of an approxi-
mately semicircular band, the rounded por-
tion of which is provided on opposite sides
with beveled portions 7 7, formed adjacent to
the straight side 8 of the sald clamp. Thelat-
ter is in practice slipped over the lower end
of the upright 1 with its straight side 8 bear-
ing against the side of said upright.

The end of the brace 2, which latter is con-

I'ig. o :

=

structed of round iron or steel of suitable di-
mensions, is then slipped through the clamp
between the rounded portion of the latter

and the adjacent side of the upright 1. By

bending the outer end of the brace 2 in an
upward direetion the clamp 3 will thus be
caused to assume a diagonal position, as
clearly shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings, and
will firmly bind the lower end of the upright
1 and the brace 2 together.

1t will be observed that the brace 2
so as to form the lower horizontal portion Y
and theinclined portion 10. The part of said
brace which rests in the clamp 3 will be
seated and held securelyin the beveled seats
7. formed in opposite sidesof the rounded por-
tion of said ciamp. ‘

The inclined portion 10 of the brace 2 is
bent or sprung in an inward direction toward
the upright 1 uuntil it permits of the placing
in position of the top elamp 4. The latteris
provided with a slot 11, of proper dimensions
to accommodate the upright 1, and terminat-
ing at one end in an opening or eye 12, large
enough to admit the upper end of the brace
9 If will be seen that by simply sliding the
said clamp 4 downwardly upon the sald up-
right and brace they will be firmly bound or
secured together. To prevent the accidental
displacement of the said holding-clamp, I pre-
fer to avail myself of a suitable wedge, one
form of which has been shown in Ifigs. 1, 5,
and 6 of the drawings, by reference to which
it will be seen that said wedge, which may be
made of iron, steel, or othersuitable material,
is provided in opposite sides with shallow
orooves 13 to accommodate, respectively, the
upright 1 and brace 2, between which it 1s
driven in a downward direction after being
inserted hetween the upperendsof said brace
andupright. Bydrivingthesaidwedgedown-
wardly the upper end of the brace will be
bent slightly in anoutward direction,and the
parts will thus De firmly secured together, the
orooves 13 serving to prevent the displace-
ment of the wedge in a lateral direction.
When desired, this form of wedge may, how-
ever, be dispensed with, and the device shown
in Fig. 7 of the drawings substituted there-
for, said device consisting simply of a nail
square in cross-section and slightly tapering.
This nail, which is designated by 14, may be
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1ly brought

driven laterally between the u
brace 2 at a point slightly abovethe topclamp
4. When this device is used, the meeting
faces of the brace and upright are to be Pro-
vided with notches 15,into which the fasten-
ing device can be driven, the upright 1 being
preferably provided with a series of such
notches, in order that the parts may be read-
nt into alignment for the reception
of the fastening device 14. | |
Lo the lower or horizontal portion 9 of the

brace 2 is secured, by means of staples 16 or_

otnner suitable fastenings, the board or block
0, which serves as an anchor for the post.

- The mannerof practicing myinvention will
be readily understood from the foregoing de-

Seription, taken in connection with the draw-

ings hereto annexed. The lower end of the

upright 1 and brace 2, carrying the anchor 6,

are to be set in the ground to any desired
depth, the said anchor serving to secure the
post firmly in position. It is intended to se-

- cure the fencing material to the upright 1 of
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tke post without drilling holes in the latter,
and for this reason comparatively light ma-

of the post. The general construction is sim-
ple and inexpensive, and by the means which
1 have provided for connecting the upright
with the brace an exceedingly durable and
efficientas well as neatand ornamental fence-
post may be constructed at a very moderate
expense.

Having thusdescribed my invention,what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent
of the United States, is— | |
- L. Inafence-post, the herein-described bind-
ing - clamp, consisting of an approximately

- semicircular band, the rounded portion of

- 4°

which is provided with beveled seats formed
In opposite sides thereof, substantially as set
forth. | |

pright 1 and |

‘right above the top clamp,

|
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2. T'he combination,with the square metal-

lic upright and the round metal brace, of the

approximately semicircular binding-clamp,
the rounded portion of which isprovided with
beveled scats to accommodate the said brace,
substantially as set forth.

. In a fence-post comprising, essentially, a
metal upright rectangular in cross - section
and a round metal brace, the herein-described
top binding-clamp having a slot terminating

in an eye oropening at one end, substantially

as set forth. __ :

4. In a fence-post, the combination of the
upright, the brace having a horizontal and an
inclined portion, the bottom clamp consisting
of an approximately semicircular band hav-
ing beveled seats, and the top clamp having
a slot terminating in an eyeor opening at one
end, substantially as set forth. |

9, The combination of the upright,the brace,
the connecting-clamps, and a wedge driven

above the top clamp between the brace and
grooved -sides forming -
“seats for said brace and u pright, substantially
| as set forth.

terial may be employed in the manufacture |

upright and having

6. TI'he herein-described fence-post, compris-
1ng, in combination, the upright, the brace,
the semicircular bottom clamp having the op-

posite beveled seats, the top clamp having a
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slot terminating in an eye, a wedge or fasten-

ing device driven between the brace and up-

cured to the lower horizontal portion of the
brace, substantially as and for the purpose
set forth. | | 3
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own Lhave hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses.
_ ALVA L. KITSELMAN.,
Witnesses: | |
J. H. SIGGERS,
J. EZRA SMITH.

and an anchor se-
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