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To all whom it nuay concern:

Be it known that I, BENJAMIN . SHIBE, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Bala,
Lower Merion township, Montgomery county,
Pennsylvania, have invented certain new and
useful Improvementsin Manufacture of Base-
Balls, of which the following is a specifica-

tion.

My invention relates to the manufacture of

base-balls; and it consists in the improve- |

ments in base-ball coverings fully set forth
hereinafter, whereby such coverings may be
effectively applied without the necessity ot
employing the skilled labor heretolore re-
quired. The method of applying such cov-
erings is set forth in my pending application,
Serial No. 332,811, filed December 6, 1559,
In the accompanying drawings, igure 1 is

a plan illustrating a base-ball covering-sec-

tion marked or perforated in accordance with
my improvement. Ifig. 2 1s a view illustrat-
ing the ball complete. Fig.5 is an edge view
of the markingdevice. Fig. 4 isa planof the
marking device. Tig. 5is a sectional eleva-
tion of the marking device combined with a
die. |

In the manufacture of base-balls the cov-
erings have heretofore been made of two see-
tions of the form shown in Ifig. 1, placed upon
the body portion and stitched along the edges,
as shown in Fig.2, Prior tosewing the edges
together the sections.of the cover are held
upon the body of the ball by means of bast-
ing-stitches or other means of fastening, and
the operator determines the position of the
stitches ¢ by her eye, after first making punct-
ures or holes for the thread by means of an
awl, while the sections are upon the body.
These operations require the services of ex-
pert sewers, greatly advancing the cost of the
ball, inasmuch as the attempt of any one not
skilled in the work to perform this operation
would result in drawing or wrinkling portions
of the cover, impairing the quality of the ball
and rendering it ungalable or depreciating 1ts
value. v o

In order fo overcome the above-set-forth
objections, I make each section A of the usual
form and provide it with a series of punect-
ures or marks c at proper distances apart ad-

jacent to the edge to indicate the points where

i

the stitches are to be placed. The sections
thus marked or perforated are placed upon
the body and secured thereon, as usaal, by
basting-stitches or other means of fasteniug,
and the operator then punectures the open-
ings, if the spaces are only marked or indi-
cated; or, if they have been already perfo-
rated, the operator sews directly through the
perforations.

Inasmuch as the operator does not have to
depend upon her or his eye or own judgment
for the position of the stitches, each stiteh 1s
made in the proper position, and every stitch-
ing-point upon the edge of one section 13
so connected with the corresponding stitch-
ing-point npon the edge of the opposite sec-
tion that there is no side draft upon either
section, but the edges are drawn together by
stitehes substantially at right angles, so that
there is no wrinkling or puckering, and the
cover of the ball lies perfectly flat along the
edges throughout the euntire extent of the
Seaill.

One of the main advantages of the cover-
ing above described is that by its use the
manufacture of base-balls can be carried on
with the services of inexperienced operators,
it being only essential that they shall be able
to properly place the stitches at the points
indicated by the marks or perforations in the
sections, so that the balls are not only made
much more cheaply than those manufactured
in the ordinary manner, but they are also

superior in quality to those made Dby the best

experts.

It will be evident that the section A, cut
out tothe proper shape and marked or punct-
ured as above deseribed, will constitute arti-
cles of sale to be afterward used Ly the pur-
chascr in making up the balls.

Different means may be employed for mak-
ing or puncturing thesections. Thus in kig.
3 T have shown a plate I3 provided with a se-
ries of points or pins b, arranged adjacent to
the edge of the plate, as best shown in Iig. 4.
These pins may be pointed, as shown, or they
may be blunt. In the latter case their ends
are coated or inked, so that when the device
is applied to the section it will mark the po-
sition of the stitches thereon. When the sec-
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| tion is to be perforated, the ping are prefer-
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~out thesections.

RS ~ this purpose is lllubtmted in Ifi 1g..9, 1n whieh | nary manner. |

S 1 wprcaent&, thedie having the outlme of the |

.;_;ﬁ;é;&»ectlon and - secured. to a snitable head K,
10

; Eftblb polinted and pressule 18 s0 applied as to
- force them- through the nmwrml fmmmﬁ ’rhe |

desired per fo:mtwn% or punctmes S
- If desired, the per'fomtmw or 111:11‘1111]1’} de-

vice may be combined with the die which cuts |
A construction suitable for |

. cuared with the points of: ‘Ule pins but shor tly

R ~above the plain of the edge of the die D, so

25

S ;UOH which has been: Just pertorated out of the
~ die and off from the pins.
SR §<;e1f' however, to the use of any specific de-

30
. ball-covering, as it will be evident that vari-
- ous devices may be: employed for marking or

o punetullnﬂ the ,sectmns to secme the desn*ed

In or-

vices in the manufacture of my improved

.::ézégrequl‘b

I donot limit my-
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- As before stated, the marks or perfore wtions 35

‘are made a proper distance apart, by which
i is mmeant that they are so placed as to 111mcate_ E
the same arrangement of the stitches at dif-

ferent parts of the ball that would be made @
by an expert operator in sewing in the ordi-

eorremondm oly arranged.

T ¢laim as my uwentmn__. 5 _; BT

| a series of l"ﬂﬂlkb or perfommons along the:

fit mthm the cutting pmtmn of the die and; | edges, concentrated at the ends of the bl&nh,

and gradually spaeed more and more. ‘widely

SRR | up to the center, whereby the stitches draw

o ing it with two. ouide- 1odsﬁ whlch are: pressedg §n0rmully ACroSs: thc &buttmﬂ’ edges, thus 1’}1& -
~outward by the forece of the spring d, so that |

when the device is raised the clem*lnw blade

-:sjwﬂl be forced. downward and force the Sec-

~Thus it will be seen in Fig. 1
thut then‘l.-,-ulﬁ are closer together at the ends? o
| than at the centers of the sides, and vary in
within which the puneturmﬂ- device B is se- | distance at the intermediate pmtmm, so that
‘the unskilled operator is properly g
{ pPlacing the stitches at the distances whwh eXx-

that when the die is forced downwmﬂ upon | perience has pvoved to be most desirable.

the leather ‘the section will be cut from the | I'he points or pins of the che are of eoursefé
latter simultaneously with the perforating or : EEEEEE |
. marking of the same along the edges. :
. der to clear the section from the dw after the |
- pressure has been a,pphed, a clearing-blade I
. 1s used, the same being in such a slmpe as to |
.20
. with perforations for the passage of the pins |-
Db, and this plate is made y 1elﬂmn“ by connect- |

guided in

‘The blank for base-ball covers herein speep
;.ﬁed consisting of sectionseach provided with
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venfing the side draft and Wrmkles as 1n ex-
pert Sewmg‘j Subsmntmlly as Shown and de-— REE

§801 ibed. 6o
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