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TOBACCO-HANGER.
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To all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM (. VERNON, a -

citizen of the United States, residing in the

city of Philadelphia, State of Pennsylvania,
have invented certain new and useful Im-

provements in Tobacco-Hangers, of which the
following is a full, clear, and exact deserip-
tion, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming a part of this specifi-

cation. | |

My invention relates to apparatus upon
which green tobacco-leaves are suspended in
the process of curing them in the tobacco-

barn, and is known in the art by the specific

name of ‘“tobacco stick or hanger.”

In the accompanying drawings, illustrating
‘the same, a front elevation is shown of my im-

proved stick or hanger, one end being broken
off and the other end being divided by a ver-
tical sectional cut through one of the prongs

or supporting-wires.
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As well known in the art, these sticks or
hangers are supported in a suitable manner
by various means in a drying or curing barn,
the green tobacco-leaves being strung upon
the prongs or wires extending outwardly on
either side of the stick. -

The stick or hanger A is of wood of suit-
able dimensions—say about three feet long
by one inch by three-quartersof an inch—and
is provided with about seven prongs b at in-
tervals in its length, extending outward about
four inches from each side of the stick and at
right angles thereto. These prongs are con-
structed of a piece of steel wire pointed at
cach end and driven through the stick. The
leaves of tobacco are cut from the stalks and
their stem-butts are impaled on these wire

- prongs until the stick or hanger is full, which

is then placed on racks or other supporting
means in the drying-barn.

In the use of sticks or hangers provided
with laterally-extending hooks, prongs, or

“arms, whether the same be driven through

the stick or bent around the same much diffi-
culty has been experienced by the prong or

pin becoming loose from the wooden stick or |

reaches the center of the pin b embedded in

wooden body-piece, in combination with a se-

 hanger from wvarious' causes, principally

shrinkage, weight, wear, &c., and my present
:nvention isintended toobviate that difficulty 350
by a novel and more economical means of
construetion than any heretofore employed
for that purpose, and to that end the means

adopted by me of inserting and securing the

steel wire forming the prongs is accomplished 55
as follows, viz: The steel-wire pin 0, prefer-
ably sharpened at both ends, is driven by
suitable mechanism through the stick or.
hancer a short distance below the top surface
thereof until it projects an equal distance on 6o
each side of the stick. At a point cin the
top surface of the stick immediately over the
steel pin a chisel or other instrument 1s 1n-
serted and driven into the stick until it

the stick, and bends the same downward in
the center, as shown in the drawing, embed-

ding the wire into the body of the wooden

stick, so that it is held firmly therein and
without possibility of its position being ef-
fected by shrinkage of the wood or by wear
and tear, and rendering it capable of sustain-
ing greater weight without being moved from
the horizontal line. |

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 18— |

A tobacco stick or hanger consisting of a
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ries of hard-metal prongs of wire arranged at
right angles thereto on either side at Inter-

vals, said prongs consisting of metal pins

driven laterally through the body-piece and
bent downward at the center within the same
after insertion therein, substantially in the 85
manner and for the purpose set forth. |

In testimony whereof I have hereunto at-

fixed my signature this 27th day of January,

A. D. 1890. -

' WILLIAM G. VERNON.

Witnesses: - " '
R. S. REED,

- R. HAWKINS.
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