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-~ To all whom it may concermn:

IO

‘BeitknownthatI, JAMES WALLACE MCAL-

PIN, Jr.,a citizen of the United States ,residing

at Sm ann&h in the county of Chatham and
State of Georma have invented certain new

and useful Imy plovements in Vegetable-Chop-
pers; and I do hereby declare the following

to be a full, clear, and exact desecription of the
invention, suoh as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same. |
My invention relates to agriculture, and

‘has for its object the providing of a suitable

instrument for cutting potatoes prior to plant-
Ing them, thereby replﬂmmﬂ' the tedions pro-

cess of cuttmn‘ by hand now generally adopted -

- on farms.
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- ting-faces of the chopping-knives.
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Reference is had totheaccom panying draw-

ngs, wherein the same parts are 1nc11catec1 by
the same letters,

~Figure 1 represents a perspective view of
my 1111p1m‘»*ed potato-cutter mounted on a re-
ceptacle for the cut potatoes. Fig. 2 repre-
sents a vertical section of the same through
the line « . Fig. 3 represents a view across

the slot Q. Fig. 4 represents my chopping-

block. Fig. 5 1eplesents a view of the cut-
Fig. 6
represents a view of the lugs tacked on “the
upper part of the choppmﬂ'-block to Steady
the potatoes when the knives fall.

A represents the cutting-instrument made

of any desired number of knife-edges set

. ‘radially and suitably held at the lowel end
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of the plunger B.
b is a handle on the top of the plunger, and
may be of any desired shape and pre%qed

“either by hand, by a lever, or in any suitable
- way. T'his plunoel should be held against.
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turning by a slot engaging a lug or by any
other SUlt&blE} mechanwal device,
C is a spring to withdraw the knives auto-

matically after each cut.

I F are stdndmds seemed to ﬂny su1t.:1ble
'~ support. |

My potato-cutter may be screwed down to

-a table or any plane board, and the potatoes

may be introduced and clea;re_d away by hand;
but as the small particles of echopped potatoes

and the juice from the same would make a
sloppy mass on the said table or board and
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the operation of removing by hand is incon-
venient I use a wooden suppmt similar to
that shown in Fig. 1. This support L is made
long enough to 16::1011 across the tub, box, or
othe1 1eceptdcle for the cut potatocs, ::md has
a slot (Q in 1ts center. Across the bottom of
this slot, beneath the plunger and knives, 1
secure a cross-piece IK, and on this cross-piece
I hinge a choppmrr-bloek G. On the flat head
of thls chopping-block I nail several small

. oval-shaped lugs of leather or rubber ¢’, Fig.

6, made in one or more layers. These h.ws
should come between the cutting-edges of any
two consecutive knives, and are 111tended
both to steady the potatoes during the cut-
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ting and also to keep the skin from being torn

or brmsed by any dullness of the knives.
In lieu of cleaning off my chopping-block
by hand, I have it hmﬂ'ed at H with a cord

M to tilt it over and a spring S on the oppo-
site side to draw 1t back promptly when the

cord is let go. This spring may be a stout
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rubber band or a metallic spring sufficiently

strong. It will be found more convenienb to
let the cord go over a roller R, Fig. 2, set in
the support L, and actuate it by a pedal 1,
Kig. 2. 1In this way a person can simultane-
ously work the knife-plunger with one hand,
feed the potatoes on the chopping-block with
the other, and dump the cut potatoes into the
proper reeeptaele and clean oﬂf the chopping-
block with one foot.

- It will be readily seen that the same device
might be used in chopping up apples, pears,

- &c., and that by having a corer in the center
of the knives the cores may be extracted at

the same time.

While I prefer 1o use ﬁwn the number of
knives may be changed at will w 1thout affect-
ing the merits of my invention.

I\ represenis a box or other convenient re-
ceptacle for the cut potatoes, apples, pears, &c.

P represents a potato ready for cutting.

I d> not wish to limit myself to the devices
herein described and shown, as many modifi-

cations thereof would readily suggest them-

selves to a skilled mechanie, which could be
used without departing from the spirit of my
11:1ve11t1011

I claim as new—
1 In a veﬂ*eta,ble ehoppe1 the combination
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of multiple knives set radially and mounted |

in a plunger, held against turning g by any suit-
able mechanical dew ice, with aspring for with-

drawingsaid plunger and a guide for the same,

all mounted on a suitable standard secured'

to a table or other suitable plane surface, hav-

ing lugs made of rubber or leather secured to

the Sald surface between the cutting-ed ges of
contiguous knives, as herein set forth.

2. Tn a veﬂ'eta,ble chopper, the combination
of multiple k:nw es set radially and mounted

in a plunger, with a spring for withdrawing

said plunﬂ'el and a guide for the same, all
mounted on & smtable standard secmed to a

and a Cross- plece secured across the bo‘rtom of

the said slot, with a chopping-block hinged.
- thereon, sald block being capable of turning -
- down 1in the slot, substantlally as deserlbed |

3. In a vegetable-chopper, the combination
of multiple knives set radially and mounted-
in a plunger, being held against turning by

any suitable. mechanical 'device with asprim

for withdrawing said plunger and a guide for:
the same, all mounted on a suitable standard
secured to a support having a slot in the cen-
ter thereof, and a cross-piece secured across:

the bo‘rtom of the said slot, with a chopping- |
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block hinged thereon, said block having a cord

attached- 130 one blde for turning.- 1t on its

hinges, and a spring attached to the other side

for automatically restoring it into position, as
and for the purposes described.

4. In a vegetable-chopper, the combination
of multiple knwes set radially and mounted
in & plunger, being held against turning by
any suitable meehamcal devwe with a spring

for withdrawing said plunger and a guide for

the same, all mounted on a suitable Stdﬂddl‘d

secured to a support having a slot in the cen-

ter thereof,and a cross-piecesecured acrossthe

‘bottom of the said slot; with a chopping-block

hinged thereon, said block having a cord at-

ﬁtd,ched to one Slde for turning it on its hinges,
sald cord passing over a roller in said sup-
fport and being attached to a treadle. and a
spring attached to theother side of said block

for automatlca,lly restoring it into position,
as and for the purposes described.

In testimony whereof Iaffix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.

JAMES WALLACE McALPIN, Jr.
~ Witnesses:

JOHN H. PURVIS,
IHENRY MCALPIN.
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