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To all whom it may concermn: |

Be it known that I, GAVIN LANG STAIRS, of
Maitland,in the county of Hants, Province of
Nova Scotla,, and Dominion of Canada, have
invented anewand Improved Puzzle, of wh1cl1-
the following 19 a full, eleam and exaet de-—
seription.

This invention relates to games Or puz?les
designed to be held in the hand or hands, and
in Whieh,by tilting and skillfully manipulat-
ing a channeled box or case, balls or other
spherical bodies placed therein are made to

~ roll or change their positions till a given goal,
~1n spite of obstacles, 1s reached, thus, besides

L5

affording amusement, condueing to a -healthy
and steadying exercise of the nerves of the

hands.
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The invention COH%I‘StS in a game or puzzle

of this description of novel eonstl uction as

regards 1ts operating box or case, for use in
connection w ith two palrs of balls supposed to
represent two opposing parties, the one anx-

jous to retain and the other to obtain a fa-

vored position, substantially as hereinafter
described.

Reference is to be had to the aeeompanyiug
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar 1ettels of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 represents a view in perspective of
my improved game or puzzle with the lid of
the case removed and a"%' ready for being
worked or played; Fig. 2, a plan of the same,
and Fig. 3 a side view of the box or case
closed.

A indicates the box or case of the puzzle,

~and B its lid, which latter is removed when
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the game or pu?zle is being played. This box

or case consists of tWo narrow opposite chan-

nel-ways 0 0" and an enlarged central or in-
termediate ehamber ¢, pl@fOl&bl}T of circular
form internally, into which the two channel-
ways open at their inner ends.

C C and DD represent two pairs of balls or
marbles of a size to fit freely in the channel-
ways 0 0’, but not so that they can pass each
otherin said channel-ways or so that they will
be forced fo traverse in single file therein.
The one channel-way—say the channel-way
O—represents the favored position or goal to
be reached, and at starting the game is oceir-
pied by the one pair of balls C C, while the

| other channel-way b’ is occupied by the other

pair of balls D D, which should be of different

color to the other pair of balls, orthe two pairs 55

of balls should be dlt‘felentlv marked to dis- -

tinguish them. Theobjectoi the gmne istore-
verse the position of these two pairs of balls in
the channel-ways without touching them, by
simply manipulating or tilting the bo};‘. in dif-
ferent directions from the horizontal position

in which it is first posed by the hand or hands,

and so that the balls C C will be passed out

of the channel-wayv b, which, as before ob-

served, represents thegoal or favored position,
and the balls D D be caused to roll into said
channel-way, or change positions, as it were,
with the balls C C. To accomplish this, the
area of the central chamber ¢ is made suili-
cient to enable the rolling balls to pass one

another; but to do this and make both balls _

D D occupy the position formerly occu pied by
the balls C C in the channel-way b requires a
very skillful mampulatmu of the box in va-

rious directions.
The game isintended to be typical of a presi-
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dential election, the channel-way indicafing

the place of power now occupied by one politi-
calparty. The balls C C represent the candi-
dates for the presidency and vice-presidency

{ of the political party now in office, and are
The other pair

placed in the channel-way b.
of balls D D represent the candidates for the

S0

presidency and vice-presidency of the oppos-

ing party. These, at starting the game, oc-
cupy the other channel-way 6/, and it is de-
signed to so shake or manipulate the box that
they will take the placeof the balis C Cin the
channel-way or favored place of position b as
the several balls,in beingrolled about, due to
the manipulation of the box, are caused to
passeachotherinthe central chambel ¢,which
represents the polls or place of contest. The
manipulation of the box fo accomplish this

requires almost as much dexterity and skill

as ever has been practiced in a genuine presi-
dential election by an astute politician, with-

Itisproposed to make the balls CCand D D,
representing the two opposing parties, of the
same colors, respeectively, as the special colors
adopted by said parties dming an election;
but they may be otherwise dlbluwmslled 1L
esired.

out the trickery of the latter.
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Having thus fully described my invention,

I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. In a game or puzzle, a box or case con-
; sisting of two opposite channel-ways and an

mtervenmw central or intermediate chamber
of greater area than the channel-ways, the lat-

ter bemﬂ' arranged to open at their inner ends
into the 111termed1.;1te chamber on opposite

10 sides thereof, substantially as specitied.
2. In a game or puzzle, the box or case hav-
ing a central or intermediate chamber and

two opposite channel-ways of less area than |

| said chamber and in open communication
with it at their inner ends, and two pailrs of 15
balls, distinguishable the one pair from the
other ad.:tpted to traverse separately orin sin-
ole file said eh.:mne}-ways, but capable of col-

Jecting or mixing and passing one another in
' the 111161*medlate chamber of the box, essen- 20
tmlly as herein set forth.

GAVIN LA\G STAIRS.

Witnesses:
MADGE D. SUTHERLAND,

MARGARET SUTHERLAND,
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