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To all whom it may concern.:

Be 1t known that I, ALBERT A. POTTERF, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Cen-
treview, in the county of Johnson and State of
Missouri, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Fruit-Gatherers; and I
do declare the following tobe a full, clear, and
exact description of the mventlon such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
1t appertains to make and use the same, ref-

~ erence being had to the acecompanying draw-
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- .111]g, showing the cutter or knife.
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Spectn e view of my improv ed device.

ings, and to the letters of reference marked

thereon, which form a part of this specifica-

tion.

~ This invention relates fo fruit - gatherers;
and 1t consists in the novel construetlon a,nd
arrangement of parts, as will hereinafter be

- Tully described, and set forth in the claim.

In the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this application, Figure 1 is a per-
Flﬂ‘ 2
a detached plan view of my SllppOI‘tll]D‘-
IFig. 3is a
similar view showmw a modified arlammment
of the cutter. Iig. 4 1S a cross-section of such
modification. Biu' 518 a plan view showing
the manner of securing the receptacle to the

- frame.
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Like letters of reference denote like parts
throughout the drawings.
Into an ordinary h@ndle A of the usual

length are inserted the ends ¢ of the arms B,

which are part of the wire-holder C. These
arms B are of sufficientlength to extend some

distance down the handle A for the purpose

- of strengthening it, and they are securely at-
tached to the upper end of the said han dle by

40

the wire are bent toward

a wire staple 0.

To form the holder C a suitable plece of-

wire of proper length is employed. First it

is bent into the shape of a W to form one
~outwardly - projecting loop D and two in-
wardly-projecting loops ¢ and d. F¥rom the

W-shaped portion to either side the ends of
each other at D’
until they are at a point opposite toan align-
ment with the loop D. Then the wireis bent

at right anglesto form the arms B, as clearly

6

shown in Fln* 2 of the drawings. ‘Acr 0ss the
loop D near 1ts outer point is secmed a cut-

iy

loop D and making small holes therein, so that
the knife may be attached by small screws,
or the knife may be attached in any smtable
and most convenient manner.

The modification shown in Fig. 3 is similar

in every respect to the deviceas shownin the

other figures, except that the cutter or knife
1S made the shape of the end of the loop D,
so as to fitinto the end of said loop, theleby
making the point which does the greater

'amount of work and whel e the or e.:ltest st ra,ul

comes the strongest.

A small groove ¢ is made in the wire by the
loop D to accommodate the modified form of
cutter, and it 1s then secured in place by small
SCrews or rivets.

The inwardly-projecting loops cand d serve
the purpose ot gathering small fruit where a
cutter 1s not necessary, 511(:11 as cherries, &o.

It will be found that the loops ¢ and d will

pull off such fruit quite as quickly as a knife
will cut it, and thus in constant use save the
cuttmg-edfre of the knife to a great extent.
Thus both the loop ¢ and d and the loop D
may be used in one operation and a double

‘amount of fruit ¢ gathered.

F denotes a 1eceptdcle for fruit, and is made
of canvas or other suitable matendl and 18
stitched or otherwise secured to the holder B
from the points f of the W-shaped portion en-
tirely around to the handle A. It slopes down-

wardly to a smaller diameter, (shown at G,)

where an enlarged portion or pocket H is
formed having an opening covered by a flap
h for the exit of the gathered fruit. This re-
ceptacle may be of any desired length, but I

| prefer to make it as shown in the dmwmﬂ"s

At the juncture of the smaller p01t1011 =

| and the head of the pocket a loopI is attached

of sufficient diameter to go over the head of
a man and hang loosely around his neck.
It will be observed that the fruit after be-

‘ing cut or pulled will fall into the receptacle

F and then down gradually into the pocket H,

¢ and this pocket bemn' suspended by the loop
I on the neck of the operator, the fruit is not

deposited in placesor baskets attached to the

device or on the ground; but the operator is

enabled to go from tree to tree without the
trouble of contlnually moving baskets or pil-
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ter or kmfe K by ﬁattenmn the wire of the | ing up fruit, while at the same time the
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many such de'ﬂees, thus obvmtmﬂ' consta.nt

~ breaking thereof. -

Havmo* thus descmbed my 1invention, what_

5 I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
- ters Patent, is—

10 n*moved and prqx*lded Wlth a knife or eutter _

cur ed cmly to the smd {311'016 portmns soasto

prevent the receptacles from interfering with

| the gatherin cr-loops, substa,ntlallyas spemﬁed

| presence of two wﬂnesses
In a fr u1t-ﬂatherer the holder C, bent to |

ALBERT A. POTTERF
XVltnesses

I . W. R. DELANY,
o JL GO OLIVER.
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