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To all whom it may concerr.:
Be it known that I, WiLLiaM N. BURKARD,

of Sheboygan, in the county of Sheboygan,

and in the State of Wisconsin, haveinvented
certain new and useful Improvements in
Banjo Attachments; and I do hereby declare

- that the following is a full, clear, and exact
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~ the bridge, and E the strings, of an ordinary
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description thereof.,
My 1nvention relates to attachments for

banjos; and it consists in certain peculiarities

of eonstruction and combination of parts, to
be hereinafter described, with reference to the
accompanying drawings, and subsequently
claimed. B

provided with my attachment; and Fig. 2 an
enlarged view illustrating the banjo-head,
rim, and neck-extension in tranverse section,
together with said attachment in elevation
and partly in section. |

Referring by letter to the drawings A rep-
resents the neck, B the rim, C the head, D

banjo, said rim being secured to an extension
A’ of said neck. |

The parts constituting my device are as
follows: A hollow post I has lateral exten-
sions O ¢, respectively, arranged at the top
and bottom thereof, the first of these exten-
sions being shown as having its under side
provided with spurs d, this being the pre-
ferred construction. A thumb-serew ( has
1ts bearing in the lower lateral extension ¢ of
the post F, and a bearing-plate H is carried
ontheinnerendof said serew. Passed through
the post K isa rod I, having an .1-shaped up-
per end ¢ and screw-threaded lower end £, the
latter engaging the shank ¢ of the knob J,
while at the same time said rod is held against
rotation by means of a spline h, being ar-
ranged to engage a groovein said post. Con-
nected to the upper extremity of the-rod I is
a cross-head K, the latter being preferably
hung on a pivot 72, as shown in Fig. 2. Tast
to the rod I, within the post I, is the lower
end of a spiral spring I, and the upper end
of this spring opposes the adjacent end of said
post. | |

In practice the upper extension b of the
post If is opposed tothe upper face of the neck-

extension A’ of theinstrument, and the screw |

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents a side
elevation of a banjo, partly in section, and

| G, actuated to run the bearing-plate I up

against the lower face of said neck-extension,
whereby my device is firmly clamped in posi-
tion for use, the spurs d on said upper exten-
sions of the post contributing to this result.
The device 1s always clamped to the neck-ex-
tension A’ of the instrument in such position
that the cross-head K on the rod I opposes

the head of said instrument immediately be-

low the bridge D thereof; butsald cross-head

18 normally out of contact with said head.
The instrument being held in the usual
way, the knob J on therod I bears against the

‘person of the performer, and this knob is

made adjustable, as above described, in order
to vary the distance from the eross-head I to
the lowerend of said knob, astheconvenience
of said performer may determine. Now,bya
slight turn of the instrument the cross-head
K may be brought against the head of said
instrument, as shown in Fig. 2, to modulate
the tone, and said cross-head being on a pivot,
1t will readily adapt itself to any irregulari-
ties of the opposing surface. Theinstrument
being turned back toits normal position, the
spring L (compressed by the previous opera-
tion) will expand and automatically actuate
the rod I to bring the cross-head K out of
contact with the opposing head of said instru-
mendt.

As the tone of the instrument is modulated
1n proportion to the amount of pressure ex-
erted by the cross-head against the opposing
head of theinstrument, an indefinite number
of tones, ranging from fortissimo to pianissi-
mo, may be utilized by the performer in the
rendition of his musiec. -

Having thus described my invention. what
Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. An attachment for banjos that comprises
a clamp, a spring-controlled rod adjustable
therein,anda cross-head on the upperextrem-
ity of the rod, substantially as set forth.

2. -An attachment for banjos that comprises
a clamp, a spring-controlled rod adjustable
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therein, and a cross-nead pivoted to the up- -

per extremity of the rod, substantially as set
torth. | -

‘3. An attachment for banjosthat comprises
a clamp, a spring-controlled rod adjustable

therein, a cross-head on the upper extremity
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r3 bottom extension of the post, a bearing-plate ;

of the rod, and a knob adjustable on the other
extremity of said rod, substantially as set
forth. | |

4. An attachment for banjos that comprises
a hollow post having lateral top and bottom
extensions, a serew having its bearing in the
hottom extension of the post, a bearing-plate
carried by the serew, a spring-controlled rod
splined in the post, and a cross-head on the
upper extremity of the rod, substantially as
set forth.

5. An attachment for banjos that comprises
a hollow post having lateral ton and bottom
extensions, a screw having its bearing in the
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carried by the screw, a spring-controlled rod
splined in the post and provided with an _J-
shaped upper end, a cross-head on the upper
extremity of the rod, and a knob having its
shank adjustably connected to the lowerend
of said rod, substantially as set torth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand, at Fond du Lae, in
the county of Fond du Lac and State of Wis-
consin, in the presence of two witnesses.

| WILLIAM N. BDURKARD.
Witnesses:

’ - M. T, BLEWETT,

E. BLEwETT.
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