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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, ALVIN C. BIRGE, a citi-
zen of the United States residing at Clew e-
land, in the county of buyaho A and State of
01110, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Foot-Cleaners; and I do

- hereby declare that the followmn is a full,

(O

clear, and exact description of the invention

which will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the

- same.

My invention relates to boot or shoe clean-
ers; and the object of the invention is to
provide a convenient, cheap, and effective
cleaner adapted to be fastened in position on
or about the door-step and constructed to

~ c¢lean the foot all around upon the sides of

20

the shoe as well as at the heel and toe, a
scraper being provided to clean the sole of
the shoe.

To this end the invention consists in 2

- cleaner for boots or shoes formed of brushes

arranged in respect to one another, substan-
tially as shown and described, and particu-
larly pointed out in the claim.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is

- a plan view of my improved clea,nmﬂ' device,
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so with their faces opposite one another.

showing the foot entering between the br ashes.

and thedotted lines 5h0ﬂ ing one brush moved
round so as to be in p051t10n to clean the toe
of the shoe. Fig. 2 is a plan view of the
cleaner, showing the brushes in reversed po-

sition f10111 tlla,t shown in Fig. 1, as when the |
foot has been carried tluouoh from the po-
1, or is Eatﬂlted in Lhat_

sition seen in Fig.

position to clean.
A represents a base, which may be of any

suitable shape and size, and made out of any

suitable material, such as wood or iron. 1|

plefel wood for the reason lhat it is lighter
than iron, and therefore more convement in
handling. This base is provided with serews

@, through which it is temporarily fastened

to the floor, so as to make the cleaner sta-

tlonary.

At one end of the board is a scraper B for
cleaning the soles or bottoms of the shoes, as
usual, and C and D represent two blushes

set upon their edges transversely to the base
T'hese

| rial and style adapted to do the work, and

are arranged at such distance apart that

when the foot is introduced between them

the brushes on both sides will be in good
cleansing contact with the shoe.
the brushes are made out of yielding and
springy material, so that thereby they are
adapted to receive and clean shoes of differ-
ent sizes. The brush C is fixed to the base
by a bolt ¢ through its center, or by other
equivalent means, a,nd is free to turn within
the limit of stops ¢/, and the brush D is fast-
ened by the bolt-spindle d to swing horizon-
tally thereon a complete rotation, or nearly,
so that the face of the brush may be exposed,
as seen in dotted lines, Fig. 1, where 1t is
adapted to clean the toe of the shoe, or the
heel, or both, as may be required. 1Thus 1n
IFig. 1 the toe of a shoeis shown as projected
acainst the face of brush D, and the brush
is carried back to thestop d’. Thisstop and
the pivot-bolt or spindle d form a backing
which prevents the brush from turning round
when it is thus used to clean the toe or heel.
It will be understood that the foot 1s given a
quick swinging movement back and forth
between the two brushes, which, being on
free pivots, with no springs orother obstruc-
tion to their pivoted movement, respond
quickly to the movement of the foot. T'hus
suppose the cleaner to be in the position seen

tin full lines, Fig. 1, and a foot 18 introduced,

as shown, the two brushes will bear the rela-
tion there shown till the bulge of the foot
passes to and beyond their pivoted center,
when the brushes will first become parallel
and then' gradually pass to the position seen
in Kig. 2, thus closing in on the heel of the
foot and effectively clea,mun 1ts sides. The

short swing of the brushes does not materi-

ally diminish their cleansing, while the fact
that they swing as shown has many advan-
tages in practical use. The foot being car-
ried through from the position seen in Fig. 1
to the position in Fig. 2, it 18 1n position to
swing in the opposite direction back to the
starting-point. (Shown in Fig. 1.) Thus the
foot may be swung back and forth a few
times, and if the heel or toe require further

cleaning the brush D 18 swung around for

brushes may be made of any suitable mate- | that purpose, as in dotted lines, Fig. 1.
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Having thus described my invention, what | on its axis to expose the entire face of the 1o
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let- | brush to separate use, substantlally as de-
~ ters Patent, is— seribed.
In a shoe- cleanel a pair of brushes set upon Witness my hand to the foregoing specifi-
5 their edgesface to faee with a space between | cation this 15th day of May, 1890.

them and centrally pwoted one of said ALVIN C. BIRGE.
brushes having stops at either side of its | W1tnesses
pivot to lilnititsrotation,and theother brush | - H. 'I'. FISHER,

having a single stop and free to turn round | NELLIE L. "\IOLA\TE |
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