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To all wlhon it may concer:

Be it known that I, JoHN W.BOWEN, a cit1-
zen of the United States, residing at Jack-
sonville, in the county of Morgan and State
of Illinois, haveinvented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Folding Chairs, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention rélates to improvements in

~ folding chairs; and it consists in certain novel
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features hereinatter pointed out.

In the annexed drawings, which fully illus-
trate my invention, Figure 1 is a front eleva-
tion of my improved chair. Fig. 2 is a side
view of the same. Fig. 31is a view showing
the chair as it appears when folded. Ifig. 4
is a vertical section of the chair.

The chair-seat A is composed of the side
bars B B and the cross-bars C C, connecting
the front and rear ends of the same, and 1t 18
provided with the cover or rest D, of any pre-
ferred material. The side bars are provided
with the longitudinal slots E, having the short
lateral branches or notches F at their rear
ends, and above and below these slots the
side bars are provided on their outer sides
with the longitudinal ribs or projections G G,
between which the lateh, hereinafter referred

to, works.

The legs H I of the chair are of the usual
or any preferred construction, and the front
legs H are pivoted at their upper ends to the
front ends of the side bars B B, while the
rear legs I are similarly pivoted at their up-
per ends to the rear ends of the said side
bars.

The back J is composed of the side bars K,

~ having their lower ends pivoted to the rear
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ends of the side bars B, and the cross-bars L
secured to and extending between the said
side bars to strengthen the chair and furnish
a support for the back of the person using
the chair.

M designates alatch, which is arranged be-
tween and guided by the longitudinal ribs on
the outer sides of the side bars of the seat,
and N designates braces, which are pivoted
at their lower ends to the inner side of the
front legs and at their inner upper ends to
the front ends of the latches by pins. The
rear end of the lateh is turned slightly up-
ward, and is provided with the hook O,adapted
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to engage the crank-arms P on the ends of

the rock-shaft or lever Q, mounted in the

side bars B, and thereby lock the chair In its
raised position. This locking-lever or rock-
shaftis journaled in the side bars B, as shown,
and as will be readily understood, and is pro-
vided at its outer ends with the crank-arms
P and at its central portion with the forward-

 ly-projecting handle or lever-arm R, which 18

arranged under the seat and terminates near
the front edge of the same. |

S designates braces, which are pivoted at
their upper ends to the back and at their
lower ends to the latches, near the rear ends
of the same, by pins, which pass through the
slots B and move along the said slots.

T designates braces, which are pivoted at
their lower ends to the rear legs and at their
upper ends to the latches by the same pins
as the braces S, as clearly shown.

The construction and arrangement of the
several parts of my device being thus made
known, the operation and advantages of the
same are thought to be obvious. When the
chair is arranged for use,the pivot-pin of the
rear braces is thrown upward into the noteh
at the end of the slot E, and is held in en-
ogagement therewith by the crank-arms on
the locking-lever being turned upward agalnst

the hooks at the rear ends of the latches. The
prevented from falling,

latches will thus be
and the pins held in the notches and conse-

quently prevented from having any endwise

movement, so that the chair will stand up
| steadily and firmly.

When it is desired to
fold the chair, the lever or rock-shaft is vi-
brated so as to swing the crank-arms at the
rear ends of the same out of engagement with
the latches, thus permitting the rear ends of
the same to fall, thus disengaging the pin
from the noteh in the side bar of the chair.
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The said pin can now move along the slot,

and the chair is folded by simply swinging
the front edge of the seat and the upper edge
of the back toward each other,when the piv-
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otal connections of the other parts will cause

them to fold together, as shown, and as will
be readily understood. |

My improved chairis very simple in its con-
struction, is composed of comparatively few
parts, and is consequently not liable to be

100




10

)

can be readily folded into a compact form
when not in use, and when in use presents a
firm and strong support for the person.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
1S— |

1. The combination of the seat, thelatches
mounted on the sides of the seat, the back
and legs pivoted to the seat, and the braces
pivoted to the latch and to the legs and back,
as set forth. |

2. The combination of the seat, the legs and
back pivoted thereto, the latches mounted on
the sides of the seat, the braces pivoted to the
back and legs and to the latch, and a lock-
ing-lever or rock-shaft mounted in the seat
and engaging the lateh, as set forth.

easlly injured, and furnishes a device which |
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o. The combination of the seat having its
side bars provided with slots having notches
at their ends, the legs and back pivoted to

the seat, the latches mounted on the sides of

the seat, the braces pivoted to the latches
and the front legs, and the braces pivoted to

the rear legs and the back and having a com-

mon pivot-pin connecting them to the latches,
sald pin being adapted to move along the
slots in the side bars of the seat and engage
the notchesat the ends of the same,as set forth.
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In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein 3c

presence of two witnesses. _
' JOHN W. BOWEN.
Witnesses:. ' - '

S. A. FAIRBANK,
CHAS. A. BARNES.
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