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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THOMAS T. BEEBE, a citi- |

zen of the United States, residing at the city
and county of Albany, State of New York,
haveinvented a new and useful Improvement
in Devices for Adjusting and Locking Roller-
Slats in Blinds, of which the following is a
specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
arrangements for locking the slats of a blind,
or adjusting them to any desired position in

- the path of their movement.
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The objects of my invention are to provide
a simple and inexpensive catch or lock, by
means of which the slatsin a roller-slat blind

may be held firmly and securely in any de- |

sired position in the path of their movement,
and an attachment by means of which the
upper and lower tier of slats may be operated
at the lower portion of the blind. 1T attain
these objects by means of the mechanism
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Kigure 1 is a front elevation of my inven-
tion attached to a roller-slat blind. Fig. 2
18 a section along the lines 1 1 on Fig. 1.
Kig. 3 is a section along the lines 2 2 on Fig.
1. Kig. 4 is a rear elevation of the plate.
Kig. 5 shows the manner of connecting the
blind-rod with the locking device. Fig. 6
shows the connection between the slat-rod of
the upper with the slat-rod of the lower tier
of slats. Fig. 7 is a front elevation showing
the locking device embedded in the lowerstile
of a blind. TFig. 8 is a sectionalong the lines

3 3 on Fig. 7.
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Similarlettersrefer to similar parts through-
out the several views.

To the lower stile A of a blind Isecure the
plate B. Aboutmidway between the sides of

- the plate B, I cut thelongitudinal groove C,
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~ the flanges D, I place the spring E. The i may both be operated simultaneously and by

and on the upper surface of the plate B and
on each side of the groove C, I placé the up-
wardly-projecting flanges D, said flanges D
having their upper portion extending over
sald groove on the plate B a short distance,
forming a partial cover for the opening in
the plate, and having their under surfaces d
of the part extending over the groove C ser-
rated. Immediately over the groove C in the
plate B and beneath the serrated surfaces of

| spring E is usually a thin pieee of steel se-

cured to the plate B at each end of the groove

C. Between the two flanged pieces D, I place
the shank of the fork F, provided nearitsend
farthest from the fork-tines with outwardly-
projecting lugs f, which operate along the ser-
rated surfaceof the flanges D, pressed against
by the spring E. At the extreme end of the
shank F, extending backward and downward
from the shank, I place the short lug or heel
L. Secured to the end of the shank F and
extending above the same I place the knob

55
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K, by means of which the fork is operated. 63

At one end of the shank I, I arrange the tines

T, having near their ends the pins ¢, extend-

ing toward each other. The tines T are placed

on each side of the slat-rod R, the pins £ en-
gagingj with the slat-rod R near its end. (See
Fig. 5. |

The reciprocating movement of the fork F
causes the blind-slats to open and close, as
shown in Fig. 2. Theserrated surface of the
flanges D affords a means for locking the
fork, since the spring E will press the lugs 7,
attached to the end of the shank of the fork F,
into the corrugations and hold the fork in the

75

position it then occupies until released by :

pressure being;brought to bear upon the knob
K. The reason for having the heel or lug L
extend downward and backward from the
end of the shank of the fork F is that when

e

the slats are to be closed it is necessary that

the fork should extend inwardly at an acute
angle to the plate B, which will be accom-
plished by the pressure of the spring E against
the heel L, having a tendency to force the
tines of the fork T toward the slats of the

blind. I usually construct the shank of the

fork F slightly curved in form, as shown in
Fig. 2. - | |

1t 18 sometimes desirable to have the lock-
ing device embedded in the blind-stile. For
the purpose of acecomplishing that result I
show in Figs. 7 and 8 my invention thus se-
cured to the blind. In that case the sides of
the plate I extend slightly over the opening
or groove C. Thelugs foperate in connection

with the corrugationsin the serrated surfaces,

as already described. -
For the purpose of connecting the upper
tier of slats with the lower, in order that they
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means of the same mechanism, I place the |

connecting-bar P, provided at each end with
a thimble U, which fits around the end of each
of the slat-rods, one connected with the upper
and the other with the lower tier of slats. As
thus connected, it is apparent that the move-
mentof the lower tier of slats will necessitate
a corresponding movement in the upper tier.

It is apparent that by means of my inven-
tion the slats in a roller-slat blind may be

closed and locked, making it impossible to |

open them from the outside, and preventing
the slats from rattling when exposed to the
wind. The slats may also be held in any de-
sired position in the path of their movement
and retained in that position until changed
by the operator. |

My invention issimple and inexpensive 1n
construction, easily operated, and does the
work required of it 1n a satisfactory manner.

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, 15—

441,464

In a device for locking and adjusting the
slats in a roller-slat blind, the combination of
an adjusting-rod with a forked end formed
on said rod, a blind-slat rod secured within
said forked end, outwardly-projecting lugs
attached to the rod thussecured to the blind-
slat rod, with a erooved plate in which said
forked rod reciprocates, flanges overlapping
the groove in said plate, a serrated surface
formed on the lower portion of said.-overlap-
ping flanges, and a spring in said groove be-
neath said forked rod tending to force the end

of said rod into contact with said serrated
surface, all substantially as described, and for

the purposes set forth. _
THOMAS 1. BEEBE.
YWitnhesses:

FREDERICK W. CAMERON,
WALTER E. W ARD.
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