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To all whom it ma,y CORCEFTL.:
Be it known that I, JoHN A. MEAD, a citi-

zen of the United States, residing at Rutland,

county of Rutland, and State of Vermont have
invented certain new and useful Imp1 ove-

ments in Means for Attaching Casters or
‘Wheels to Scales and other A1tlcles ,fully de-

scribed and represented in the followmn' Speci-
fication and the accompanying dmwnws
forming a part of the same.

This mventlon relates to improvements in

means. for attaching casters or wheels to

scales and other articles.

Theimprovements of the present invention
are designed particularly for use in connec-
tion wﬂ;h platform-secales, and they are there-
fore herein illustrated, and will be herein-

~ after described as apphed to such use.
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In scales of this class as heretofore con-
structed with which supporting-wheels have
been used, such wheels have been connected

| permanently to the base of the scale upon

wooden blocks bolted upon the inner side
thereof. These platform-scales, however, are
frequently used where it is not desned to
move the scale from one position of use to an-
other without supporting-wheels. This ren-
ders it necessary for a dealer in such scales to
keep on hand a supply of such scales, some
provided with and some without supporting-
wheels, in order to meet the usual demands of
the business.

1t is the object of the present invention to
provide a simple and inexpensive means of
attachment for the supporting-wheels of a
scale which can be provided in all the scales
both those which are to be provided with and

those which are to be without supporting-

wheels, so that upon the receipt of an order
from a purchaser for scales which are {0 be
provided with supporting-wheels such sup-
porting-wheels can be casily and quickly con-
nected to the scale, the dealer thus not being
compelled to keep on hand a supply of scales
provided with supporting-wheels to meet such
demand in addition to those without such
wheels,

The improvements of the presentinvention
in their preferable form consist, briefly, of a
series of pairs of lugs cast upon the interior

| having inclined and beveled adjacent faces

for recelving the correspondingly-shaped up-
per end of a bracket carrying a supporting-
wheel, the wheel-supporting bracket when in
position beneath the scale being thus dove-

tailed between the lugs upon the base of the

scale. -
In the accompanying drawings, Flﬂ‘llle 1 is

a vertical sectional elevatlon of the bas_e and

platform of an ordinary platform-scale pro-
vided with the improvements of the present

invention. Fig. 2 is a vertical section of the
same looking toward the right of Fi
3 is a section on the line 3 3 of Hig. 2.

4 1s a section on the line 4 4 of Fig. 2,

Fig.
- Figs.

o. 1. Fig.
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5 and 6 are views similar to Fig. 2, illustrat-

ing modifications which will heremafter be

referred to.

Referring to Figs. 1to 4 it w111 be under— |

stood that A replesents the platform of a
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familiar form of platform-scales, and B the

base thereof. The Dbase B has cast upon the
interior cof its two side portions a series of

pairs of vertical lugs a,one pair of lugs at or

near each end portion of the scale-base, in
the usual manner.

other in adownward direction and are beveled
inwardly in opposite directions from each
other, as shown best in Fig.3. HEach of the
supporting-wheels b (of which there will usu-
ally be four) is mounted loosely upon a stud
¢, extending from a bracket d,the upperend
of which is adapted to enter the recess formed
by the adjacent faces of the lugsa. Theup-
per end of the bracket d has its 31des tapered
and beveled, so as to fit snugly within the
COII‘GSpOHleﬂly inclined and tapered adja-
ceut faces of the lugs «.
be provided, if desned with shoulders or ex-

The adjacent faces of
the lugs a are tapered outwardly from each

The bracket d may
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tensions 7, 1e<5t1nﬂ* aﬂ'amst the under side of

the lugs a to aid in supnortmw the Wewht of
the scale.

Ordinarily the friction between the adja-
cent faces of the lugs a and the sides of the
bracket d, with which they make contact,

| will be sufficient to retain the bracket in po-

sition on the base of the scale and toprevent
it and 1ts wheel from falling out of position
upon the scale-base upon the lifting of the

of the side portions of the base of the scale | scale for transportation or any other purpose.

at or near its end portions, each pair of lugs

If desired, however, one of the lugs ¢ may be

95

I0Q



IO

15

20

35

provided with a screw e, carried by an ear f,
cast upon the lug, the opposite end of the
screw e being screwed into an ear g, cast upon
the bracket «, the provision of the screw e
avoiding all possibility of the bracket d fall-
ing out of position between the lugs a.

Tt will be obvious that the adJacent faces
of the lugs a, instead of being tapered in op-
posite dnectmns and beveled inwardly to-

ward the base B, as described, may be made

parallel and perpendicular, or their edges may
be made parallel and perpendicular, their
faces being Dbeveled inwardly toward the
base, as shown in Figs. 5 and 6. In the for-
mer case 1t will be necessary to provide the
bracket d with some means for retainingthe
bracket within the lugs ¢—for example, by
a ‘bolt passing through the bracket and the

base of the scale, as shown in IFig. 5. In
‘both of these constructions, however, the

bracket ¢ will be provided with ettensmns h
for contacet with the under side of the lugs «,
the weight of the scale and the articles to be
weighed upon it being in this case borne by
these extensions. The construection illus-
trated in Figs. 1 to 4 will, however, be found

most desirable, particularly where the scales |

are of large size or intended for weighing ar-
ticles of great bulk, as the connection be-
tween the wheel-supporting bracket d and
the lugs « is such as to cause the weight of
the scaleitself and the articles to be weighed
upon 1t to be borne by the main portion of
the bracket. | |
It will be obvious that the base B, instead
of being provided with a pair of lutrs ¢, MAY,

‘without departing from the p1esent inven-

tion, be provided with a single lug of a shape

| corresponding to that of the braeket d, the
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bracket d being in such a construction bifur-
cated at its upper portion for receiving the

Tug o upon the base B3, the position of the par ts

bemn" thus merely reversed.

I‘10m the foregoing it will be seen that a
scale dealer or manufaeturerneed only keep
on hand to meet all demands but one supply

of scales, all provided with the means de-

scribed for the attachment thereto of the sup-
porting - wheels, and that on receipt of an
order for scales with such supporting-wheels

the same may be quickly and easily inserted
With

between the lugs to fill such order.
the construction described, also, the wooden

blocks to which the supporting-wheels have |
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been secured in prior structures are dis-
pensed with, and the cost of production of

the scales thus materially deecreased, the pro--
vision of the lugs upon the base of the scale

for this purpose increasing but very slightly
the cost of production of the base of the scale
itself, the lugs being cast therewith at one
opemtmn -

VVhaut is claimed 18—
. The combination, with a scale or other

artlde of a series of pairs of vertical lugs cast
in ifs base, the lugs of each pair ]1&?111& their
adjacent faces t&peled and beveled in oppo-
site directions, and a correspondingly-shaped
wheelusupportmw bracket- adapted to be en-
tered and held between the faces of the lugs,
substantially as deseribed.

2. The combination, with a scale or other
arlicle, of a series of pairs of vertical lugs cast
in its base, the lugs of each pair having their
adjacent faces tapered inwardly toward the

| base in opposite directions,-and a correspond-

ingly-shaped wheel-supporting bracket adapt-
ed to be entered and held between the ta,ces
of the lugs, substantially as described.

3. The combination, with a scale or other
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article, of a series of pairs of vertical iugs cast

in its base, a wheel-supporting bracket adapt-

ed to be entered between the fcxces of said lugs,
and means for holding said bracket w1t11111

the same, Substantmlly as described.

4. The combination, with the base B, of a
pair of vertical lugs a, having their adjacent

faces tapered downwardly and beveled in-
wardly in opposite directions,and the bracket
, having correspondingly-shaped sidesadapt-
ed to be entered and held between the adja-
cent faces of the lugs «, subsmntmlly as de-

gseribed.

ofe

5. In a scale or other article, the cmnbum- )

tion, with the base B, of a series of pairs of
Vertmal lags a, the luws of each pair having
their adjacent faces tapered:downWafdly a,nd
beveled inwardly in opposite directions, and
the wheel-supporting bracket d, having cor-
respondingly-shaped sides for entlance be-
tween said lugs, substantially as described.:
In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set
my hand in the presence of two subseribing

witnesses.
JOIIN A. MEAD.
Witnesses: |
JOHN V. NORTON,
JOHN 5. PIERCE.
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