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To all whom it may conceriv:

Be it known that I, TiMmoTHY J. LYNCH, of
Danvers, county of Essex, State of Massachu-
setts,haveinvented an Improvementin Means
for Hanging Electric Lights, of which the fol-
lowing description, in connection with the ac-
companying drawings, is a specification, like
lettersonthe drawingsrepresenting likeparts.

Electric lamps are commonly suspended
over streets from a cable attached to poles
located at each side of the street, and a cord
is attached to the light by which it may be
raised and lowered. As the light is heavy,
and for other reasons, it is very desirable to
so construet and arrange the parts that the
lamp may when raised be supported by the
cable. To this end I have arranged on the

-lamp a hook with an inclined side or face,

and an opening and closing lateh for the
opening to the hook, so that as the lamp 1is

raised the inclined side or face of the hook

will strike the cable, and thereby divert the
hook until the opening and closing latch is
struck and moved by the said cable, which
movement enables the cable to enter the open-
ing, and hence beengaged by the hook. This
hook may be hung on the cable and simply a
loop arranged on the lamp, the hook in this
instance having an inclined side or face and
also an opening and closing latch, as afore-
sald.

My invention therefore consists, in combi-
nation with a supporting-cable, a pulley there-
on, and a suspending-cord passed over said
pulley, of a lamp to which said cord is at-
tached and an independent hook attached to
the frame~-work of the lamp above the point
of attachment .of said cord, the end of said
hook being adapted to grip the cable when
the lamp is raised, substantially as will be
described.

Figure 1 shows in side elevation the hook,
which may be attached to alamp and by which
it may be supported; Fig. 2, a side view of
the hook shown in Fig. 13 Fig. 3, a diagram
showing a lamp supported by the hook shown

in Fig. 1; Fig. 4, a modified form of hook,

which is adapted to be attached to the cable;
and Fig. 5 a diagram of the lamp having the

so hook shown 1n Kig. 4.

The posts a a, located, asusual, at opposite | passed over said pulley, combined with a

sides of a street or crossing, are joined by a
cable b. A pulley ¢ is fastened to the cable
b, and a pulley d is fastened to one of the

posts a, and a cord e passes over the pulleys

¢ d and around a windlass at the bottom of
the post. On the end of the cord e an electric
lamp f is attached. ' |

As shown in Fig. 3, a hook is fastened to
the top of the frame of the lamp, which com-
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prises a support ¢, (see Fig. 1,) a head ¢/, hav-

ing an inclined face 7°,and an opening 2% the
entrance to which is normally closed by a
lateh 7, pivoted at »’. One side of the open-
ing *—as 7%, for instance—is also inclined.
The latch 7 is held in the position shown in
Fig. 1 to close the opening 7° by a weight m;
or in lien of the same a spring may be em-
ployed, and a stop-pin m/ is also arranged on
the head to limit the movement of the said
opening and closing lateh. Theopening and
closing latch projects beyond the inclined face

| 2? of the latch ¢/. ~As the lamp is raised, the
inclined face or side 2* strikes the cable b, and

the latter, following down along said side or
face, strikes the opening and closing latch »
and moves it, and thereafter the said cable
enters the opening 7%, so that by slackening
the cord ¢ the lamp is held suspended on the
cable b. To lower the lamp again, the corde
is drawn and the lamp raised, the cable b fol-
lowing along the inclined face %, striking the
opening and - closing latech n, and moving it
sufficiently to permit the cable b to retreat
from the opening, after which time the open-
ing and closing latech automatically closes
said opening. o

In Fig. 4 the hook, substantially the same
as represented in Fig. 1, is shown inverted
and adapted to be fixed to the cable b, (see Fig.
5,) and in this instance a loop o 18 arranged
on the frame of the lamp, which when the
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lamp is raised follows alongthe inclined side |

7%, and strikes and moves the opening and
closing latch #n, which in this instance is
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spring-actuated, or it may fall by gravity.

The operation 18 substantially alike in both
ingstances. | |

I claim—= j

1. The supporting-cable b, a pulley at a
fixed point thereon, and a suspending-cord
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lamp to which said cord is attached, and an | extended rigidly above the point of attach-
independent hook rigidly attached to the | ment of the cord, thehookhaving anormally-
frame-work of the lamp above the point of | closed opening to receive the cable when the 13
attachment of the cord, the end of said hook | lamp is raised, substantially as described.

5 being adapted to ride up over and grip the In testimony whereof I have signed my
cable when the lamp is raised, substantially | name to this specification in the presence of
as described. ; | | two subscribing witnesses. | |

2. Thesupporting-cable b, a pulley thereon, | - - N T
and a suspending-cord passed over said pul- | - VIMOTHY J. LYNCIL
1o ley, combined with a lamp to which saidcord | Witnesses:
18 attached,and an independent hook rigidly BERNICE J. NOYES,
E. J. BENNETT.

« T T T

attached to the frame-work of the lamp and
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