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To all whom it may corncern:
Be it known that I, HENRY J. WELCH, a

citizen of the Unifed States, residing at Car=

thage, in the county of Jefferson and State of

5 New York,have invented certain new and use-
fullmprovements in Fish-Pole-Retaining De-
vices for Boats; and I do declare the following

to be afull, clear, and exact description of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled

ro 1n the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, and to the letters of

reference marked thereon, which form a part

of this specification.
This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in devices for holding
fish-poles while trolling; and it has for its ob-
ject to simplify and cheapen the construc-
tion of this class of devices and to provide a
20 pole-holder which when secured to the gun-
wale of the boat will present a neat and orna-
mental appearance, which may be attached to
the boat without necessitating the cutting or
other disfigurement of the boat, which will
25 present no uneven surfaces or projections
which would be liable to catch upon the
clothesorcausethefish-linetobecome tangled,
and which will permit the fish-pole to be read-
ily attached, and will when the pole is in
3o place be automatically closed or locked by
gravity.

To these ends and to such others as the in-
vention may pertain the same consistsin the
peculiar construction and in the novel com-

35 bination, arrangement, and adaptation of
parts,all as more fully hereinafter deseribed,
shown in the accompanying drawings, and
then specifically defined in the appended
claims.

The invention is clearly illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, which, with the let-
ters of reference marked thereon, forma part
of this specification, like letters of reference
indicating like parts throughout the several
45 VIeWws, and in which drawings—

Figure 1 18 a perspective view of a portion
oL the cunwale of a row-boat with a pole-hook
embodying my invention attached thereto,
the same being shown asin actual use. Kig.

so 218 a similar view of the hook detached from
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| movable arm of the hook when turned to place

or to remove the fish-pole, being indicated
by dotted lines.

Reference now being had to the details of
the drawings by letterf,A represents the gun-
wale of an ordmal v row-boat.

B is a metallic plate secured to the uppef
face of the gunwale, and secured tothe upper
face of the casting B in any suttable manner
18 the casting C, consisting of the base por-
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tion C’ and curved arms C?* and C3, thecurva-

ture of which arms together form the seb-
ment of a circle.

D is a separate casting conforming in gen-
eral outline to the eurva,tme of the cncle de-

seribed in part by the arms C* and C? of the

casting C, excepting that the body portion D’
of the casting is made to conform to the form
of the base portion of the casting C. This
casting D is provided with a slot D? to receive
the body portion of the casting C overwhich
it 1s fitted, and the said ca,stmgs are pivotally
connected by means of a transverse pivot D2,
passed through the bifurcated extremity of
the lower arm of the casting C and through
the curved arm of the castmn“ D,which is held.
within this bifurcated p01t1011 of the casting.

The portion D* of the casting D which ex-
tends above the pivotal pointis of suchlength

as to cause it to complete the circle When in

a locked or closed positien, as shown in Fig.
1 of the drawings.

From the foregoing description of construe-
tion the operation of the device will be read-
1ly understood. ‘I'nhe weight of the long arm
of the casting D will insure the automatlc
closing of the circle when it has been opened
to receive or remove the fish-pole, and the
casfing may be at any time readily turned
upon 1ts pivot by the exertion of slight press-
ure.

Having thus described my invention, what
I clalm as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 18—

1. The combma_twn, with the gunwale of a
boat, of a casting secured thereto and
vided with curved arms which together form
the segment of a circle and an additional
casting pivoted to one of the curved arms
and &d&pted to be automatically turned upon

the boat and the position occupled by the | its pivot by gravity and complete the circle,

T
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substantially as described, and for the pur- | to'complete the circle formed in part by the

pose specified. - ‘arms of the casting C, substantially as shown
2. As an improved article of manufacture, | and deseribed.
the herein-described fish-pole-retaining at- In testimony wher eof T affix my swnatme n

5 tachment for boats, the same comprising, in | presence of two mtnesses
combination, & castmw C, having base por tion

C’ and curved arms C? and 03, sald casting o ITENRY J. WELCH.
being slotted, as desecribed, and the curved Witnesses: |
casting D, pivoted to the casting C, as de- ALBERT 1. BAILEY,

to scribed,and adapted when closed by gravity | JOHN W. OWEN,
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