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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ALvAH DBUSHNELL, a
citizen of the United States, residing in the
city and county of Philadelphia, in the State
of Pennsylvania, have invented certain new

and useful Improvements in a Combined En-

velope,Stamp, and Finger Moistener, of which
the following is a specification, referenee he-
ing had to the accompanying drawings, form-
ing part hereof.

My invention relates fo devices for moist-
ening the gummed flaps of envelopes prepar-
atory to sealing them, to moistening the
cummed back of stamps preparatory to plac-
ing them on articles for mailing, and to moist-

ening the finger-tips preparatory to counting t

bank-notes, sheets of paper,and the like; and
it consists in the several novel features of
construction and combination of parts, here-
inafter more fully described,and gpecifically
set forth in the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of my device with the lid open, the ab-
sorbent pad in place, and the envelope-flap
shield removed. Fig. 2 is a perspective view
of a preferred form of envelope-flap shield.
Figs. 3, 4, and 5 are modified forms of the
same; and Fig. 6 is a perspective view of my
device with the lid opeun and the absorbent
pad and envelope-flap shield in place.

Referring to the drawings, A is a box, of
any desired form, with tight bottom, sides,

“and ends, and is pleferably provided Wlth a

hinged top or cover b.

O is a pad or packing, of absorbent mate-
rial, fitted within and completely filling the
box and removable therefrom, and is pr refer-
ably composed of felt, thmwh it may be com-
posed of cloth, sponge, or the like, with good
result. |

Disan envelope-flap shield preferably made
of metal, but may be made of wood, water-
proof-paper, or any suitable material. 1 pret-
erably construct thisshield tothe form shown

in Fig. 2 in the drawings—thatis to say, bent

at one edge, as at d, forinsertion between the
absorbent pad and front side of the box, and

permit its flat portion to rest on the surface |

of the absorbent pad, as clearly shownin Fig.
6, and otherwise corresponding in outline fo,

flap. As will be obvious, it may be bent at

more than one edge fothe same end, asshown

' in Figs. 4 and 5, or it may be a f'a,t plate of

metal and 51mply rested on the surface of the
pad, or secured in any convenient manner.
I construet this shield fo a size sufficient to
leave exposed enough surface of the aborb-
ent pad between its edn‘es and the rear side
of the box toreceive and moisten the gummed
portion of an envelope-flap and at the same
time protect the main body of the flap from
coming in contact with the absorbent pad.
The operation of my device will be readily

understood from the foregoing description of

its construction.

The absorbent pad, plewously soaked in

water, is fitted within the box and the envel-
ope-f_'.ap shield then adjusted to place. The
envelope having received 1its inclosure is
taken and laid upon the shield so that the
cummed side of the flap comes in contact with
the absorbent material along the exposed edge
of the shield, then the ﬁnﬂ‘er 18lightly plessed
along the ﬂap over the gummed side, when
the gummed surface will be instantly and
thoroughly moistened andthe envelope ready
for sealing without the disagreeable necessity

of touching its gummed surface to the lips

and. tonn'ue, as in common practice.

Aside from my device being cleanly and
agreeable in uge, it saves w aste of time, and
18 of especial value whenever a large number
of envelopes or newspaper wrappers are to be
sealed; further, with or without the flap-shield
in place, sufficient surface of the absorbent
pad is exposed whereby the gummed surface

53

66

70

30

of stamps may be moistened for use and the

tips of the fingers moistened for counting
bank-notes, sheets of paper, and the like.

I do not wish to be understood as restrict-
ing myself to the exact form of construction
shown and described, as 1t is obvious that
many detalls of construction may be adopted
without departing from ‘rhe spirit of my in-
vention strictly as such. -

Having thus descubed my Iinvention, I
claim—

1. An envelope, stamp, and finger moist-
ener consisting of a suitable box or recepta-
cle contmmnﬂ* a pad of absorbent material

or nearly so, with the form of an envelope- | and a removable envelope-flap shield of metal
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~or other suitable material adjacent to said |

pad, as set forth.

2. An envelope, stamp, and finger moist-
ener consisting of a suitable box or recepta-
cle containing-a pad of absorbent material,

an envelope-flap shield of metal or other suit-
able material, and means for removably re-

taining said Shleld within said box or recep-
tacle and adjacent to said pad, as-set forth.

3. An envelope, stamp, and finger moist- | |
ener consisting of a suitable box orrecepta- | .

- cle containing a pad of absorbent material

and an envelope-flap shield of metal or other | :

|
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5ultable material bent at one or more of its
edges and corresponding in form to, or nearly 15
SO, “with the form of an envelope-flap and fitted
within said box or receptacle adjacent to said

| pad and removable therefrom, as described,

and for the purposes set forth.
~ Intestimony whereof Thave hereunto si ﬂ*ned 20
my name this 5th day of April, A. D. 1880.

ALVAH BUSHNELL

In presence of—
JOHN JOLLEY, Jr.,
CHaAs. BUSH
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