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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ALEXANDER R. WELL-
MAN, of Brockton, in the county of Plymouth
and State of Massachusetts, have invented

5 certain new and useful Improvements in Boot
or Shoe Trees, of which the following is a
full, clear, and exact description. |

The object of this invention is to providea
foot-piece for a boot orshoe tree, that after it

ro has been inserted in the boot or shoe and the
boot or shoe treed the foot-piece can be easily
removed therefrom without injuring the form
of the boot or shoe upper; and the invention
consists of a foot-piece for a boot or shoe tree
15 having one or more longitudinal bottom sec-
tions or side pieces arranged and adapted to
move longitudinally or forward and back-

ward on the body portion of the foot-piece,

and in such movementsto move laterally, so
2o that the ball portion of the foot-piece will be
contracted laterally as the side pieces move
forward and restored to its full width as they
move backward to their normal positions, all

substantially as hereinafter fully described.

In the accompanying plate of drawings,
Figure 1 is a side view of a foot-piece for a
boot or shoe tree comnstructed according to
this invention; Figs. 2 and 3, bottom views
of the foot-piece, with the sectional side
pieces in their normal and forward positions,
respectively; Figs. 4 and 5, a cross-section on
lines 4 4 and 5 5, respectively, Figs. 2 and 3;
Fig. 6, a bottom view of another form; and
Iig. 7, a cross-section on line 7 7, Fig. 6.

In the drawings, A represents a foot-piece
for a boot or shoe tree, adapted to be secured
to the back of the foot-tree by the groove B,
as usual, or in any of the usual ways. |

Cand D are two longitudinal sectionsor side
pieces of the bottom of the foot-piece—one
on each side—and each adapted to move for-

~ward and backward on its respective seat E
1n the body portion F of the foot-piece.

In the manufacture of this foot-piece it is
made of the shape and form desired in any of
the usual ways, and then it issawed through
1ts width along the line H from its toe @ to-
ward the heel portion as far as the cross-line
K, where 1t is sawed off, such line I being in
a curved line corresponding substantially to
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of the bottom surface J of'the'foi)t-pieee. This

bottom piece is then sawed into three pieces
through its thickness along the lines L. M in
Fig. 2, making the two sectional side pieces C 55

D and a central or intermediate tapering.

piece N. The central piece N is then placed
on the body portion from where it was taken
and there secured by nails, screws, glue, or
1In any suitable manner, leaving a longitudi- 6o
nal recess at each side. | |
Each section or side piece fits ifs respective
recess on its side of the central piece and has
a longitudinal slot 7, having a shoulderm cut
through it, by which itis secured in place by 05
its screw g. o |
The line M between the central piece and
sectional side piece D is straight and longi-
tudinally parallel, or substantially so,with the
centrallongitudinal vertical plane of the foot- 70
piece, whereas the line of the piece L is cut
in a curved direction from the heel to the toe,
the general direction of such line making the
central piecetaper or diminish in width from =
the heelto the toe, substantially as shown. 75
The lines of the slots f correspond to the
lines /v [ of their respective side pieces, and
they allow such pieces to move forward and
backward on such lines and substantially
move along and against their respective edges 8o -
I M of the central piece, and in such move-
ments the sectional side piece D will move in
a straight longitudinal line parallel to or sub-
stantially parallel to the central longitudinal
line of the foot-piece, and the sectional side 83
plece C will move toward the other generally,
but in the direction of the line of the curve,
as shown in the drawings. ' |
In the removing of the foot-piece from the
boot the body portion If slides along the sec- go
tional side pieces C D, which moves the one
C nearer to the other one laterally, as de-
scribed, consequently reducing the width
of the foot-piece at the ball portion and re-
lieving from pressure or contact, more or less, 95
with the sides of the upper at or about the
ball portion of the boot more especially, when
the whole foot-piece can then be easily and
readily removed from the boot. This re-
lieves the boot of any strain on or liability to 100
injure the form of the upper in removing the

the generalline of thelongitudinal curvature | foot-piece after the boot has been treed.
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1. A foot—pleee for a boot or shoe tree, hav-

The sectwnel Liecescan be made separately T
from the body portion and the body portion | ing a a longitudinal side recess on its bottom
made to receive them-in other ways than as | w hose shoulder or vertical wall extends in a
- desceribed, the invention not being limited to | curved line longitudinally, and a bottom sec-
¢ any particular manner of preparingthem and | tion or side piece correspondingly curved and 3o
the body portion, butas described is practical | adapted to fit said recess and shoulder and
and satisfactory. They also need not be at- | to be moved forward and backward therein.
fached to the body portion; but it is prefer- 2. A foot-piece for a boot or shoe tree, hav-
able to have them attached in some manner, | ing a longitudinal side recess on each sideon
10 as they are always in place and not liable to its bottem one of which has a shoulder ex- 35
be lost. tending in a curved line longitudinally and
~ The sidepiece D can be dlspensed W 1th and | the other has a shoulder extending 1n &
- that side of the foot-piece be solid, only hav- | straight line lenmtudmelly, and bottem Sec--
ing the sectional side piece C, as shown in | tion or side pieces, one for each recess and |
""" 15 I‘w*s 6 and 7. But practically thisis not quite | each adapted to fit its respective recess and 4o -
- 80 Well although it might in some casesan- | shoulder and arranged to move forward and
Swer; but it 18 preferable, however, to have | backward therein. |
two seetmnel side pieces, and heve at least In testmlony whereot ] hewe hereunto set
one of them in its movement forward move | my hand in the presance of two subscribing
20 tew}erd the central longitudinal vertical plane | witnesses. | |
of the foot-piece; also, 1f desired, both sections - - I A
or side pieces can be arranged to move along ALEXANDER R. WELLMAN.
on a curved line. Witnesses:
~ Having thus described my invention, what OLIVER A. MILLER
25 | claim is— {DWIN W. BROWN.
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