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To -all whom it may concern;

Be it known that 1, WALTER H. LEWIS, Jr.,
a ¢itizen of the Umted States, residing .:Lt the
city of New York, in the State of New York,
have invented a certain new, useful, and Im-
proved Curtain-Pole and Rms;;, of Wthh the
following 1s a specification.

Heretofore slotted tubular poles have been
employed in connection with curtain-support-
ing devices of two general types. First, those
employing a barrel-shaped roller, and, second,
those comprising two hemlspheuefml rollers

.mounted on a spindle, and a hook-shank

passed between the flat surfaces of said roll-
ers and around said spindle and attached
either to a hoop-shaped bail connected with
the ends of said spindle or directly to the
spindle, so that the hook-shank separated the
tworollers. Moreover,the portion of the stem
of the hook-shank projecting through the
slot was in most cases provided either with a
washer or with a ring turned transversely of
the pole, and although fairly-good results
were attained by the employment of such
type of curtain-supporting devices when used
1In connection with a cord located within the
tube for operating the curtain, whereby the
supporting devices were more or less per-
fectly maintained in proper position, still
such devices, especially when employed with-
out operating-cords, but even when employed
with suchcords, becamein use partly turned or
otherwise displaced, whereupon the rollers
and the washers or transverse rings became
caught or wedged inthe rod, orthe periphery
of one of the rollers slipped into the slot, so
that in either case the curtain could not be
closed or opened.

The principal object of my present inven-
tion are, first, to dispense with the employ-
ment of two rollers separated by a hook-
shank provided with a washer, and conse-
quently to obviate the above-mentioned dis-
advantages, and, second, to provide simple,
inexpensive, and durable devices for sus-
pending curtains or portieres at windows,
doorways, and other openings, by means of
which light or heavy curtains may be hung
so as to work smoothly and quietly and pre-
sent a neat appearance.

The nature and characteristic features of

v

from the followmn deseription, taken in con-
nection with the accompanying drawings,
forming part hereof, in which—

Figure 1 is an elevatmn partly in section,

of the upper portion of a doorway or passage

having a curtain or portiere hung therein by
means of curtain-su pporting devices embody-
ing my invention. Fig. 2 1s a transverse sec-
t10n on an enlarged scale, taken on the line
z & of Fig. 1, showmﬂ a complete sphere or

ball pivoted to a transverse bail, and said
bail rigidly attached to an 8- Shd,ped hanger.
Fig. 3 is an enlarged side elevation of one of

the eurtmn-supportmn* devices, showing the
8-shaped hanger, one loop of which encireles
the sphere a,nd the other loop of which af-
fords means for attaching the edge of the
curtain or portiere thereto. Fig. 4 1s a sec-

tion on the line y y of Fig. 3, showing an 8-

shaped hanger having tvao parallel surfaces
for pr eventmn' the same from becoming
wedged 1n the slot of the pole; and Fig. 5 is
aninverted or bottom plan view,taken on the
line z z of Fig. 4,showing the 8- sha,ped hanger
and bail rig ldly eonnected together.

In the drawmws, C are the sides of a,frame
bounding a doorway or passage.

Ais a ‘tubular curtain-pole provided upon
the under sides thereof with a lonﬂ‘ltudmal
slot ¢ and supported at the respectwe eX-
tremities thereof by socket-plates c, attached
to the frame C in the usual or in any pre-
ferred manner.

55

6o

75

" 3o

F is a sphere or ball provided with an ap-

erture extending therethrough, for a pur-
pose to be pr esently deqcrlbed Excellent re-

sults have been attained in practice by mak-
ing these spheres of india-rubber, and there-

fore preference is given to the employment
of such material.

E is ahoop-shaped bail provided at the cen-
ter thereof with an upwardly-projecting lug
e/, and having the respective extremities
thereof provided with an aperture e.

fis a spindle passing through theapertures
¢ and through the aperture in the ball I, so

that the laJttu is pivotally attached to the-

bail H.

The rings or loops D and d comprise an 8-
shaped banger. Theloop D is split at a point
diametrically opposite to ring d, and the ex-

the invention will be more fully understood | tremities thereof are provided with upwardly-
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projecting lugs d’, respectively. These lugs
d’ fit snugly up againstthe sides of the lug ¢’,

and are rigidly attached thereto by means of
the rivet G, so that the bail E and 8-shaped
hanger occupy positions at right angles to
each other. Moreover, the body of the bail E
18 broader than its central portion, whieh is
attached to the Iugs d’ of the loop or ring D.
Hence there are formed on the bail E four
shoulders ¢?, which bear at as many places on
opposite front and rear faces of the ring or

loop D, so as to give additional security |

against twisting of the bail E and loop D on
each other at their joint, as will be readily
understood by reference to Fig. 5.

In use the curtain-supporting devices are
located in the interior of the pole A, with the
rings or loops d projecting downward through

the slot a, and the curtain or portiere Bis |

hung by means of .eyes or hooks b attached
tothe upper edge thereof and passing through
theringsd. Thecurtain Bisopened orclosed
by simply pushing or drawing it to one side
by the hand and without the employment of
cords. |

The mode of operation of my curtain-sup-
porting devices is as follows: The balls or
spheres I roll along the bottom of the tube

A, bearing at all times on both sides of the !
slot «,s0 that it is impossible for them to be-

come wedged or caughttherein,and inasmuch
as the balls F are preferably composed of
rubber there is no noise incident to their
travel through the pole A. Moreover, the 8-
shaped hangers are not only permitted a free-
dom of motion through and along the slot «,
but also an oscillating or rocking motion with-
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out becoming wedged or otherwise caught in

the slot ¢, and this result is due to the fact

that the rings dand D are turned in thesame
direction and are of the same thickness
throughout.

It will be obvious to those skilled in the art

to whichmyinvention relatesthatit possesses,
among others, the following marked advan-

tages—mnamely, that the entire curtain-fix-
tures are inexpensive, strong, and durable,

and present a very neat appearance 1n use,
and are adapted for hanging either light or
heavy, cheap or expensive curtains without
liability of becoming caught or wedged in

the slotted pole.

Having thus described the nature and ob-
jects of my invention, what I claim as new,
and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is—
1. The herein-described curtain-supporting
device, which comprises a sphere or ball piv-
oted to an arch-shaped bail, and an 8-shaped
hanger rigidly attached tosaid bail and hav-
ing the two loops or rings thereof lying in
the same direction and at right angles with
sald bail, substantially asand for the purposes
set forth. | |

2. The combination of a slotted tubular
curtain-pole, a solid sphere, an arch-shaped
bail,and an 8-shaped hanger having the loops
thereof turned in the same direction and at
right angles with said bail, all arranged sub-
stantially as described, and for the purposes
set Torth.

- WALTER H. LEWIS, Jr.

Witnesses: | | |
EpwbD. M. CLARK,

C. SEDGWICK.
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